
Do You Read? 
Rev P. Vis 

 

 

There was a time when the question: “Do you read?” was very much out of place.  In the 

past, after the supper hour, the family would get together around the fireplace in the living room 

and spend the evening reading.  Those were the “good old days.”  Today, however, in our world 

of hustle and bustle it seems that that time is past.  Reading has almost become a forgotten art.  

That is tragic to say the least. 

For did you ever stop to think what a marvelous and beautiful art reading really is?  It 

enables you, from a few sheets of paper with some scratches, dots and little hooks on them, to 

learn what is taking place hundreds of miles away, what happened thousands of years ago, and 

what is to be in the days to come.  It makes it possible for you to acquaint yourself with the 

history of the world, the battle of the church and the unfolding of God’s counsel right in our 

home.  It gives you the key to the entire past, present and future of heaven and earth and all that 

they contain, and it brings them, so to speak, right to you in your living room on a sheet of paper 

in a language you understand.  Reading is an amazing and wonderful art.  The man who cannot 

or desires not to read, is to be pitied. 

And as such reading is a gift of God.  Language, our ability to understand and interpret it, 

the press and everything that makes our reading possible, are given us by God.  However, He has 

given them for His own name’s sake.  God has made reading possible for us not in order that we 

might be able to amuse ourselves or enjoy a thrill during our leisure time, nor first of all that we 

might be good housewives, farmers, businessmen, etc., but in order that we might trace His hand 

through the ages, might see the realization of His covenant in history and might give His name 

eternal praise and glory.  God must be all in all.  Unto that end the man of God must be 

thoroughly furnished. 

To serve that purpose reading can be a wonderful influence, for reading has a tremendous 

influence upon our lives, often apparently even more than the things we hear.  It is for that very 

reason that the world is filled with all kinds of literature.  Satan, Hollywood, the man in business, 

everyone seems to be aware of it.  And it is also evident in the church.  As a rule, at house 

visitation, in society life and otherwise, it does not take long to discover who buries his talent of 

reading and who makes use of it.  Fact is, reading is so essential that the church cannot be strong 

without it. 

Therefore many a Christian home today presents a very discouraging picture, one which 

causes us to fear for the future of the church.  For many a home today has degenerated to a place 

where people merely eat, drink and sleep.  There is no time for reading, except for an occasional 

glance at the “funnies”, markets or the war news.  And the usual excuse is: a lack of time or no 

interest.  As though that could ever stand as an excuse!  No time for one of the most important 

things in life?  No interest in the welfare of our soul and the glory of our God?  How tragic!  

Especially today when the foundations of the earth are trembling.  If ever, then today, we must 

arm ourselves with the whole armor of God.  And to do that we will certainly have to exercise 

the art of reading. 

But then we must be sure to read the proper material and select our books with caution 

and care.  We must read only those books which serve to edify and equip us for our task.  We 

have but one calling in life and that is to testify of the light and to condemn darkness.  Therefore 

every book that fails to prepare us for our battle and assist us in our task is of no value to us but 



is empty and vain.  And we may well think twice before we read it, for many of those books only 

serve to make us shallow and sensual.  To the Christian soldier comics, confessions and 

romances, western and detective stories are of no avail.  And these are legion today.  Much of 

today’s literature therefore stands condemned and the Christian young man and young woman 

must choose between the good and the bad.  But in making this choice they will never really 

have a problem, for in the measure that they are truly Christian, they will always find an 

abundance of material that is proper and edifying. 

And in the measure that they earnestly and prayerfully read it they will stand in the evil 

day.  In the face of all danger and opposition they will have courage to say: Thus saith the Lord! 

Do you read? 
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