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Byron Center, Mich. 
 

Dear Boys: 

 

Michigan, lying as it does, in the temperate zone, is again having its winter, as you know.  

Nature is dead.  No flowers bloom.  The song of the birds has been silenced by winter’s cold 

breath.  The tree brings forth no fruit; its leaf has withered and is fallen to the ground.  Streams 

and lakes are frozen over and a blanket of snow covers the earth.  All is still. It is the stillness of 

death, but not of that death from which there is no returning.  In due time, God will send forth 

His Word.  The waters will melt.  Springs will flow among the hills.  The earth will bring forth 

herbs.  Grass will grow on the mountains and the beast will have its food.  The trees will put on 

new dresses of green.  The flowers will again bloom.  The song of birds will again be heard.  

Nature is not dead.  It sleeps.  Therefore, it shall live again in the springtime, when God sends 

forth His Word.  So are they who die in Christ.  They are not dead.  They are asleep.  Therefore 

they shall live again, when God sends forth His Word.  For they believed in Him who said, “I am 

the resurrection and the life,” and believing have life everlasting. 

Here, in Byron Center, the weather is very fair today, by brethren.  The sun shines and its 

light makes me mindful of the Sun of Righteousness, the Day Star, Christ Jesus, who shines in 

the hearts of His people and the glory of whose light will fill the new heaven that shall be and 

flood the earth—that earth where the tabernacle of God will be with men. 

Looking heavenward through the window of my study, I behold that untroubled and 

serene ocean of blue that we call sky and that the Scriptures call firmament.  It is good to look at 

the blue sky.  For it bespeaks the grace by which we are saved and reflects the glory of Christ’s 

heavenly kingdom.  The prophet Ezekiel in his vision saw the firmament and above it the 

“likeness of a throne and upon the likeness of the throne the likeness of the appearing of a man 

above upon it.”  What the prophet saw was a representation of Christ coming in judgment, thus 

coming also in this present war with its confusion and destruction.  But the vision holds no 

terrors for God’s people, for the throne that the prophet saw was encircled by the rainbow, the 

sign and seal of God’s covenant with His people.  It means that His coming in judgment over the 

world spells the salvation of His people.  Mindful of this, they are glad.  How true it is that the 

heavens declare the glory of God, that day unto day uttereth speech, and night unto night 

sheweth knowledge.  God sanctify unto you this speech, make His word to dwell richly in you, 

that you may have peace. 
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