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The Atlantic Charter was supposed to have been drawn up in August, 1941 by President 

Roosevelt and the British Prime Minister, Churchill, when they met on a warship in the Atlantic.  

This so-called Atlantic Charter included the war aims of their nations.  In order to achieve 

destruction of the Nazi tyranny and to build a better world, they agreed upon eight points: 

1.  No territorial aggrandizement. 

2.  No territorial changes without the free consent of people concerned. 

3.  All people should have the right to their own form of government. 

4.  Free international trade. 

5.  World-wide collaboration between all nations for “improved labor standards, 

economic advancement and social security.” 

6.  After victory, an assurance of peace for all lands and “freedom from fear and want” 

for all. 

7.  Freedom of the seas. 

8.  “Abandonment of the use of force”, disarming of aggressor nations and lightening “for 

peace-loving peoples the crushing burden of armaments.” 

This is what we are fighting for.  This is our ideal as expressed in 1941.  Today, while we 

are in the midst of it, our boys are giving their all; the President laughingly informs us that there 

is no such Charter.  This startles us!  Can war ideals be put aside so lightly?  Or is it that the 

leading European countries cannot agree with this Charter and hence discard it and consider the 

thing a joke? 

That the Charter has been discarded is evident from the recent European events.  Poland, 

who has fought so valiantly all through the conflict, has been notified that Russian demands of 

territorial changes in Poland have been approved by Great Britain and that she would be 

compensated by parts of Germany.  The Polish government considers this a disgraceful plan.  

Now consider this action with rule number 2 above in the Atlantic Charter.  It is very clear that 

the Charter has been scraped: it even looks very much like the Big Three, during past 

conferences, agreed upon this very action.  Was this done at the Teheran Conference?  How 

Poland has sacrificed!  Now the Liberators have agreed to partition her territory! 

There is much trouble within the Liberated countries.  Intervention in Greece, Italy and 

Belgium also indicate that the Atlantic Charter has been null and void for some time, for is not 

this a direct violation of rule 3 in the above list?  England and Russia evidently agreed on action 

in Poland and Greece intervention.  But no Atlantic Charter ever was written and no signatures 

affixed. 

From these trends we clearly see that strong powers are commencing to work together to 

reach their objectives.  England and Russia—Russia and France—seem to agree rather well on 

certain objectives.  The question may well be asked: where does the U. S. come in?  The old 

germs of war, military alliances and spheres of influence seem to come up even now as we are in 

the midst of war.  One concludes that such terms as expressed in the Atlantic Charter, which has 

been jokingly put aside, can never be inculcated in any other peace organization set-up.  This 

action relative to the Atlantic Charter and recent agreements between strong powers in Europe 

give the Dumbarton Oakes plan of the United Nations a solid blow. 



Time to change from this present optimism of victory in sight to the sober reality that war 

is still tough and that the enemy is still very strong and has plenty of men, reserves and abundant 

military equipment of the latest type.  Time to stop talking about total Reconversion plans and 

better stress the total utilization of industry for war because the greatest battle is being waged 

today and this needs an all out industrial production for the much needed supplies.  Time to 

change the talk about peace plans concerning world cooperation when before our eyes Russia 

grabs parts of Poland and the British are seeking to subdue the liberated country of Greece.  

Time to change your mind from the idea that war will soon be over to the stark reality that the 

great German Offensive may prolong this war for who knows how long.  Time to alter the 

opinion that when this war is over, all is over; revolutions may break out here and there to bring 

new complications which may be difficult to solve. 

The present German thrust into Luxemburg and Belgium bring some of these facts to 

mind.  The seriousness of the great German Offensive, which has caught the Allies by surprise, 

has informed the Americans that it is time to change from wishful thinking to the fact that we 

still are at war and that victory must still be won in the future.  Whatever the purpose of this 

offensive may be, whether it is to split the American and British Forces in two, whether it is to 

bolster the much needed German morale, whether the Germans are fighting for time, or whether 

the Germans still think they can do it, is hard to determine at this stage.  At any rate here is an 

obvious lesson for the Americans, namely, to stop planning for the morrow and what we will do 

in the future and awake to the simple fact that we must consider the present and do the things 

which we have to do now.  This is a hard trend to change.  The official statements that war may 

be long and hard, the O.P.A. clamping lids on foods, industrial pressure from Washington on 

production, pleas for workers to stay on jobs, and the W.P.B. openly stating that they are 

working on the theory of an indefinite war in Europe are a few reminders that it is time to 

change. 
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