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Very bad, indeed! 

Yes, it is and one finds a lot of it nowadays, especially among the young people.  In fact, 

it is so apparent that people talk about it quite often.  There seems to be a spirit of indifference 

and carelessness which reveals itself in an attitude of “I don’t care” in respect to almost 

everything.  And although this spirit is not to be limited simply to our youth but seems rather to 

be quite general, it is nevertheless a fact that it manifests itself to a greater degree in our youth. 

Now indifference is always a very bad thing. 

The young man or young woman who is indifferent in respect to his or her work certainly 

cannot expect any positive results.  And that applies to all work, no matter of what nature it may 

be.  The individual who assumes an attitude of indifference toward his job cannot expect to hold 

it and certainly cannot expect to make any advancement.  The employer simply cannot use such 

an individual and will not put up with him any longer than necessary.  He soon becomes a 

marked man with the result that no one will care to have him in his service.  The same thing is 

true of the boy or girl who is indifferent in school.  He may finally get through and receive a 

diploma, but actually he has gained nothing at all.  He has simply been wasting his time and that 

of his instructors and, probably, the hard earned money of his parents as well.  And some day he 

will undoubtedly experience the time when he will rue that indifference which prevented him 

from utilizing the opportunities that were presented to him for preparing himself to meet the 

qualifications which are demanded for a certain position or vocation.  It must be quite difficult 

and even humiliating to be forced to step aside for someone else who made use of the very same 

opportunities which we indifferently passed by and left unused. 

Indifference is a constant inertia in the machinery of success.  It is the sludge in the oil of 

ability.  It is an evil tree that brings forth the evil fruits of indolence and insolence. 

Yes, indifference is always a bad thing. 

And that is especially true when it comes to the things of God and His Kingdom.  For, 

although a person may still be able to get by some way as far as man is concerned, he cannot 

delude the Lord Who searches the heart and looks not upon the outward things but upon the 

inward reality.  And let us not forget that it is an ineluctable rule of Scripture that what one sows 

he shall also reap.  He who sows the wind shall reap the storm and he who sows indifference 

shall reap destruction.  This must be the case because it concerns God.  And God is the Lord 

Who will not be mocked.  He will never be satisfied with an indifferent adherence to some 

external form.  God demands a willing and positive service. 

Our relation to God is a very serious thing.  It has far-reaching results because it is all-

comprehensive.  Actually there is nothing that can be excluded as though it had no bearing on 

our relation to the Almighty.  And the opposite is also true.  Our relation to God has a bearing 

upon our whole life, nothing excluded. 

You see, therefore, how serious the matter is with us. 

Scripture teaches us that we must give account to God for all things and God will judge 

all men in the light of all their works whether they be good or evil.  Surely we must realize, even 

when we are young, that we are not in this world to serve ourselves.  All that we have is given to 

us by God for the purpose that we will service Him by means of it.  And if that is true with a 

view to the material things of this life, it must certainly be far more binding with a view to the 



things that we call spiritual.  And therefore, when God in His providence gives us a place in the 

sphere of His covenant and causes us to be instructed in the things of His Word, we have a great 

responsibility.  We cannot escape the fact that we shall one day be called to answer for all these 

things.  Shall we then assume an attitude of indifference to them now?  And, if we do, what shall 

we answer the Lord then?  Shall we not rather set ourselves to oppose that spirit of indifference 

and pray for God’s grace and spirit in order that we may be found faithful? 

Only then can we be assured of His blessing now. 

And after while, when the race is run, eternal life! 
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