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Lesson XLIV 

PAUL IN CORINTH 

Acts 18:1-8 

 

The General Situation. 
 

1.  There was a Jewish synagogue in this city.  Krispus and Sothenes are the chief rulers.  

2.  Paul meets with Aquila and Priscilla.  They had recently come from Rome, for Claudias 

Caesar had banished all Jews from that city.  A study of the various Bible passages in which we 

meet Aquila and Priscilla shows that they live successively in: Pontus (vs. 2), Rome, Corinth, 

Ephesus (Acts 18:19), Rome (Romans 16:3-5).  3.  While in Corinth Paul resides in the home of 

Aquila and Priscilla, and Paul and Aquila labor together in the making of tents.  They were also 

brethren in the faith and Paul was much loved in this family. (Romans 16:3-5).  4.  Gallio, the 

brother of the Stoic philosopher Seneca, is Proculsular in Corinth at this time under Claudias 

Caesar (vss. 2, 12).  5.  Timothy and Silas were not with Paul here in Corinth immediately.  They 

come later, the former from Thessalonica and the latter from Berea, with financial aid for Paul’s 

and their needs.  (I Cor. 9:4-12). 
 

Paul’s Labors in Corinth, vss. 1-8. 
 

1.  His labors before the coming of Timothy and Silas.  He merely spoke in the 

synagogue on the Sabbath days.  And that to both Jews and Greeks. Vs. 4.  2.  After their 

coming. (a) Paul now gives his full attention to the Word.  His hands are free.  The aid from 

Macedonia made it possible for Paul to give full time attention to the ministry. (b) Theme of his 

preaching.  Jesus is the Messiah, the Christ.  He knew nothing but Jesus Christ and Him 

crucified.  I Cor. 2:2.  3.  Fruits. (a) Negatively: the unbelieving Jews arrayed themselves against 

Paul and blasphemed.  Evidently the name of Jesus.  Compare I Cor. 12:3.  (b) Positive: Paul 

separates from the synagogue to a house near to the synagogue, the house of a certain Titus 

Justin, a God fearing proselyte.  Many of the Corinthians hearing believed, among whom Luke 

names Crispus and all his house. Vs. 8.  Compare above. 
 

Paul Promised Christ’s Protection. Vss. 9-17. 
 

1. Promised by Christ in a Vision, vss. 9, 10.  (a) Paul must have been laboring in much 

fear and trembling.  It must have seemed that his life was again in danger.  And the temptation to 

become fainthearted was indeed great.  I Cor. 2:3.  (b) The Lord comes to His servant in the hour 

of need with comfort and encouragement and with the Promise of his safety.  Is not Christ’s all 

power in heaven and on earth, Matt. 28:18-20; Rev. 1:17-20.  2. This Promised Protection 

Realized, vss. 12-17.  (a) Indeed the Jews bring Paul to Gallio.  They do so in mob fashion.  The 

chief of the synagogue, Sosthenes, at their head.  They charge Paul with stirring up the people by 

persuasion to fear God contrary to the Law.  (b) Paul need not even make his defense to Gallio.  

Gallio dismisses the case as not belonging to his jurisdiction.  When they refuse to leave he 

drives them from the tribunal, and Sosthenes is beaten by the guards (or was it enraged and 

defeated countrymen) and Gallio cares for none of these matters.  Thus Christ gives Paul a free 



hand to speak boldly—and Christ gathers His church through the efforts of Paul.  This all centers 

in Christ and His church. 

***** 

 

Questions: How long did Paul labor here in Corinth?  Why did Paul labor with his hands?  

Did he do this consciously or by necessity?  II Cor. 11:1-15.  Why?  Did Paul on another 

occasion so joyfully receive aid from the church at Philippi?  Phil. 4:10-17.  Could Paul have 

demanded aid from the Corinthians?  I Cor. 9:4-12.  How often has Christ thus far appeared to 

Paul in a vision?  Were Paul’s labors possibly extended to Cenchrea?  Romans 16:1.  Was Paul 

under obligation to free himself from the blood of the Jews? Vs. 6; Rom. 1:14.  Did you already 

make a careful study of the geography of this lesson? 

 

Lesson XLV 

TTANSITION OF THE THIRD MISSIONARY JOURNEY 

 

Paul’s Itinerary: Corinth-Syria-Ephesus, vss. 18-23. 
  

1.  Paul left Corinth accompanied by Priscilla and Aquila. Paul must have made a vow 

while in Corinth.  Respecting what it is not known.  This vow evidently terminated in Cenchrea 

and there Paul shaved his head.  They sail for Ephesus.  Silas and Timothy remain for the time 

being in Achaia.  2. In Ephesus there is a synagogue of the Jews.  Paul enters and reasons with 

the Jews.  He plans to leave via Jerusalem for Antioch of Syria, vs. 18 (study Bible map).  Even 

though the believers in Ephesus desire that Paul tarry longer with them, he does not desire to do 

so, but leaves by ship and sails for Caesarea.  He promises to return to them Deo Volente (God 

willing) vss. 20, 21).  3. Paul having greeted the church in Jerusalem, goes up to Antioch of 

Syria, the church whence his first and second missionary circuits started.  He remained here in 

Antioch for some time.  How much Paul must have had to relate.  But the time of departure again 

comes and Paul leaves passing through the regions of Galatia and Phrygia and the upper regions 

and thus comes to Ephesus, vss. 22, 23; 19:1.  Paul must have visited many churches, the care of 

which came upon him daily.  II Cor. 11:28. 

Apollos, the Alexandrian, vss. 24-28.  We learn the following of Apollos in these verses: 

1. As to his person: (a) Born in Alexandria, a city in Egypt.  Alexandria was founded by 

Alexander the Great in 332 B.C.  (b) He was a man of learning.  Must have studied in the 

university of his native city.  A man of eloquence.  Was “mighty in the Scriptures.”  He must 

have understood that all the law and the prophets speak concerning Jesus. Yet there was room 

and need for further instruction.  To this our lesson calls attention.  (c) Of this Apollos we learn 

more in the epistles of Paul.  I Cor. 1:12; 3:4, 5, 6, 22; 16:12; Titus 3:13.  2.  As to his visit in 

Ephesus: a. Must have taught the people in the synagogue here in Ephesus.  The division 

between believers in Christ and the disobedient is not yet marked.  That will be later under the 

long ministry of Paul here.  Then the church will meet in the schoolhouse of a certain Tyrannus. 

(19:8, 9).  b. Apollos taught accurately the things concerning Jesus.  He was a fervent preacher.  

He had been taught in the way of the Lord.  Yet his knowledge of Christ was not complete.  He 

knew only the baptism of John.  He knew the baptism unto the forgiveness of sins.  He knew that 

Jesus was to die and to baptize with the Holy Spirit.  But evidently he knew no more about this 

than John did when he died under Herod’s axe.  His knowledge was not erroneous, but it was not 

complete.  It lacked the knowledge of the cross, resurrection and Pentecost.  c. While Paul was in 

Syria (see above) Priscilla and Aquila hear Apollos preach and take him unto themselves and 



instruct him more fully and accurately in the way of the Lord.  Evidently it was especially 

Priscilla who performed this task.  Humble folks teaching a university graduate.  The shop of the 

tentmakers had evidently been the place of much discussion concerning the mystery of godliness.  

A delicate task it is to teach a young minister, Robertson remarks.  3. As to his stay in Achaia-

Corinth.  a. After receiving the necessary instruction, Apollos desires to go to Achaia.  He must 

have heard from Aquila and Priscilla about Paul’s labors there and of the abundance of work in 

those parts.  He receives a letter of commendation from the Ephesian brethren, a letter which no 

doubt bore the signature of Priscilla and Aquila.  b. In Achaia, Apollos comes to Corinth where 

there is a large church.  Here he labors constructively.  He evidently has no fault in the later party 

strife over his person.  He powerfully shewed by the Scriptures that Jesus is the Christ.  He must 

have been a very accurate preacher by this time. 

 

***** 

 

Questions: Why would Apollos desire to go to Achaia?  Was it the desire to quit Athens?  

Did Apollos return about two years later to Ephesus?  What does Paul say about Apollos not 

wishing (not willing) to return to Corinth?  I Cor. 16:12.  Was there any discord between the 

persons of Paul and Apollos?  Between their labors? I Cor. 3:5-8.  Does this last Scripture 

passage also indirectly show the wisdom of Apollos leaving Ephesus?  Does what we read in 

Acts 19 corroborate this observation? 

 

Lesson XLVI 

PAUL IN EPHESUS 

Acts 19:1-20 

 

The Disciples Ignorant of the Holy Spirit, vss. 1-6. 
 

We notice the following: 1. That these “twelve men” are called disciples.  They were 

those in the school of Christ, are believers.  In some way they must have become acquainted with 

John the Baptist.  Possibly through the disciples of John.  There seem to have been those who 

never left John to follow Jesus, simply because they did not understand John’s place in relation 

to Christ.  And so it seems that these men in Ephesus had become acquainted with the baptism in 

John without understanding it.  Compare John 3:22-30.  2. They did not know that there was a 

Holy Spirit.  Had they understood the significance of the “baptism of repentance” of John, they 

could certainly have known the Holy Spirit.  This is evident not only from such passages as Matt. 

3:11, 12; Acts 1:5, but also from what Paul says to these men as recorded in vs. 4 of this chapter.  

3. Therefore we must not look for an essential difference between the baptism of John and the 

baptism administered by Paul in Christ’s name.  The essence of the baptism of John and of Christ 

and the apostles is the same.  But the point in the re-baptizing of these 12 men is: these men had 

not really been properly baptized in the first place.  They had not understood that the counterpart 

of baptism with water (thus John) was to be baptized with the Holy Spirit.  And so they had not 

been baptized into Christ into the name of the Triune God.  Therefore Paul re-baptizes them after 

proper instruction. 4. The case of Apollos (18:25 “knowing only the baptism of John”—did he 

not accurately teach the things concerning Jesus) is therefore quite different from that of these 

men.  Apollos was not re-baptized.  These are.  And when they are properly baptized they 

receive special gifts and tokens of the working of the Spirit in that they speak with tongues and 

prophesy.  Hence here is a renewal of Pentecost just as was the case with Cornelius. 



 

Paul’s Labors in Ephesus, vss. 8-20. 
 

1.  The first three months, vss. 8, 9.  a. Paul enters the synagogue.  This was not his first 

appearance here.  He spoke boldly and persuasively concerning the things of the kingdom of 

God. And surely he preached the entire council of God and was free from their blood.  Acts 

20:26.  b. Fruits?  Twofold: Some became hardened and disobedient and spoke evilly of the 

“way” in Christ as preached by Paul.  They therefore withstood Paul openly in the synagogue.  

There was but one thing left for Paul to do and that was to separate with the believers to a 

different building.  This time they go to a schoolhouse of a certain (evidently teacher) Tyrannus.  

2.  The last two years. (Possibly longer Acts 20:31), vss. 10-20.  a. Some observations.  This 

labor of Paul in Ephesus was in the years 54-57 A.D.  In this time Claudias died, poisoned by 17 

year old Nero.  Nero thus rises to power at this time.  Paul still has about 10 years to live.  He 

died in 66 A.D.  Paul’s labors were not confined to Ephesus proper.  Also all of Asia hears the 

Word.  Quite likely some of the “seven churches” of Rev. 2, 3 were founded at this time.  Paul 

had co-laborers here also.  I Cor. 16:10ff speaks of some of these fellow-laborers of the apostle.  

At this time Paul had great care for the welfare of the churches.  Trouble and party strife were 

rampant in the church at Corinth. b. The “special miracle” wrought by God thru Paul.  Evil 

spirits were cast out, etc.  And that in a very noticeable way.  By means of handkerchiefs, aprons 

carried from Paul to those affected by evil spirits, etc.  Great is the power of God to salvation 

here in the dethroning of all that is high and lifted up in the proud imagination of their hearts.  

Compare Acts 5:15; Luke 8:44-46.  c. The attempting of “strolling Jews” (vagabond) to imitate 

these works.  Seven sons of a certain high priest, Sceva.  They tried to cast out evil spirits by 

repeating the words of Paul.  But these (modern gypsies) failed miserably.  They are overcome 

by them.  And all in Ephesus hear of the overthrow of these occult powers.  And the result is a 

great confession on the part of those believing.  And they publicly burn all the literature of this 

accursed art. 

Questions: Is there still Occultistic literature that should be burnt?  Should Christian 

young people read this trash?  Did Paul’s labors here in Ephesus complete his work of 

evangelization of all the countries thus far visited?  Who laid the foundation here in Ephesus, 

Paul or Apollos?  Was Paul supported financially by the believers in Ephesus? 

 

 

TERMINATION OF PAUL’S LABORS IN EPHESUS 

Acts 19:21- 

 

Some Introductory Observations, vss. 21, 22. 
 

1.  Luke tells us, as much as, that Paul feels that his labors in Ephesus are ended and 

finished.  The burning of the books in the city square of Ephesus was a climatic announcement of 

God to the whole city and surrounding country of the victory of Christ and the Gospel.  Paul now 

also plans to go to mighty Rome.  But the way to Rome in this case is long.  It is traced for us by 

Luke, the historian, in the chapters 19:21-28:16.  2. It seems from Paul’s letters to the 

Corinthians, particularly the second, that he was not too certain just how he would travel to 

Corinth and Macedonia.  This was particularly due to the state of affairs at Corinth.  a. His 

original plan had been to go directly to Corinth from Ephesus and thence to the churches in 

Macedonia.  And thus to return from Macedonia through Corinth into Judea.  II Cor. 1:15-22.  b. 

He had sent Timothy and Erastus ahead into Macedonia.  And he had sent Titus to Corinth.  



Apollos had been unwilling to go there at this time. I Cor. 16:12.  As Paul left Ephesus for Troas 

he expected to meet Titus there, but failing to find him there he left for Macedonia and met Titus 

there.  II Cor. 2:12, 13.  Thus Paul did not visit Corinth twice as he had first anticipated doing, 

but only once.  The reason for this was not fickleness, but consideration of love for the erring in 

Corinth.  II Cor. 2:1, 2.  3.  The actual journey from Ephesus through Troas to Macedonia to 

Corinth and thence back through Macedonia to Troas, Luke relates to us in Acts 20:1-6.  To this 

we will devote a separate lesson. 
 

The Uproar in Ephesus Instigated by Demetrius, vss. 23-40. 
 

1.  How it was brought about. a. Paul’s labors had been the overthrow of idolatry in 

Ephesus and in all of Asia.  At least in a cross-section of it.  And this had been disadvantageous 

to the trade of the makers of silver shrines for Diana worshippers.  Of these silversmiths, 

Demetrius is the spokesman and the ringleader.  b. Something must be done about it.  A great 

deal of noise is made.  They are very angry.  They grab Aristarchus and Gaius, brethren from 

Macedonia and fellow-laborers of Paul and rush into the theater, crying great is Diana of the 

Ephesians.  The noise and action reminds one of the Baal priests and their futile prayers on 

Mount Carmel and of the wordiness of the heathen who think that they shall be heard for their 

much speaking.  Matt. 6:7. 

2.  How the Ephesians are brought back to their senses: 1. Paul, evidently because of the 

perilous position of his fellow-laborers, wished to enter.  But he is dissuaded from doing so by 

the disciples and certain friends, Asiarchs.  These latter were officers having charge of the 

festivities in the Roman provinces of Asia.  2. Alexander, a certain Jew was pushed forward, but 

this only made matters worse.  3. Finally the town clerk, a Roman official spoke to them and 

reminded them of the improper procedure; that evidently Paul and his helpers had performed no 

public crime and that it would be hard to give account of this to Caesar.  And so he dismissed the 

gathering.  3. This was evidently the signal for Paul to leave, which he does after extending due 

admonitions to the church. 

Questions: Do you know, That you have made the acquaintance of more than 40 new 

persons in the book of Acts in the outlines of the last 4 months?  That this material covers a 

period of more than14 years?  That Claudias was emperor during all these years?  That Paul had 

already suffered all the matters referred to in II Cor. 11:23-33? 
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