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According to the church calendar we shall “celebrate Christmas” pretty soon.  But one, 

unto whom the promise of the gospel: “For unto you is born this day in the city of David a 

Saviour which is Christ the Lord” is not given, does not know what Christmas means, even 

though he or she “celebrates Christmas.”  One of the great Christmas texts we find recorded in 

the gospel of St. John 1:11-14 (reads)!  God grant us blessed eyes that we might see the wonders 

of His grace. 

In the fullness of time—according to God’s eternal counsel and providence—God fully 

revealed Himself in His only begotten Son.  God in Christ, the Eternal Word, who was with God, 

was made flesh.  He humbled himself and took upon Him the form of a servant and was made in 

the likeness of sinful flesh (Phil. 2; Rom. 8).  The babe in swaddling clothes looked like His 

brethren in all things, sin excepted.  The Son of God was made flesh, means: God made Him to 

be sin for us, note, God did not make Him a sinful person, but the vicarious Sin bearer of His 

chosen communion. 

Where did this take place?  In the world which was made by Him and belonged to Him, 

and still does.  God governs his creation, his own, the world into which He came, and, 

particularly, into Israel!  But His own—the world and Israel—did not receive Him.  Though He 

tabernacle among them—the tabernacle of the old covenant was a prototype and a foreshadow of 

Jesus Christ—they, His own, the vessels of dishonor the potter had formed, did not and could not 

receive Him! 

But this is not all!  If it were, we would not be able “to celebrate Christ-mas” in the true 

sense of the word!  Our test has “a great But”.  And in this connection it means: good pleasure 

and grace!  When He came into His own, there were many, though only a remnant in 

comparison with others, who received Him, and who saw His glory!  Were those who received 

and believed on His name different from the others who did not?  By no means!  The sons of 

God were not born as such of blood, because they too were born and conceived in sin.  Were 

they born of the will of flesh?  No!  For that which is born of the flesh is flesh, and our flesh is 

prone by nature to hate God!  “For the flesh lusteth against the Spirit” of God! (Gal. 5).  Nor of 

the will of man became they sons of God!  “For there is none that seeketh after God, no, not one” 

(Rom. 3).  There is no free-human-will-gospel!  Our text gives clearly and emphatically a 

threefold denial of any human source of sonship and salvation!  Those who received Him and 

believed on His name—and this is still true today because God and His word never changes, He 

is the unchangeable, with Him is no variableness, neither shadow of turning—were born of him.  

Of His own will begat He us with the word of truth! (James 1:18)  He who by His eternal counsel 

governs and upholds his own, gave unto them, whom He had chosen in Him before the 

foundation of the world, the power, because He has both the authority and ability—to become 

according to the good pleasure of His will the sons of God, the adopted children of God, by 

grace, for His sake (H. Cat. 33; Eph. 1:15). 

To believe in His name, means: to believe in His sovereign authority!  To believe in His 

name, means: that in Him we find and have all things necessary to our salvation.  For there is no 

other name under heaven given among men, whereby we must be saved (Acts 4:12).  And as the 

sons of God, His adopted children, they beheld the glory as—not like—of the only begotten of 

the Father, full of grace and truth.  He is the only truth (John 14:6), and everyone that is of the 



truth, everyone that is born of God and not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of 

man (see above), will hear the voice of the only begotten Son of the Father in whom the whole 

fullness of the new covenant dwells!  And as covenant children, they and we sing with the 

multitude of heavenly host: Glory in the highest to God!  And peace (not as the world giveth, 

John 14:27) on earth in men of His good pleasure! (Luke 2:14 must thus be translated!)  This the 

true Christian “celebrates” not only once a year, at Yuletide, but he or she rejoices in it always! 
 

We take pleasure in introducing to our readers the Rev. Wm. E. Korn, pastor of the 

Kassel congregation of the Evangelical and Reformed Church, which is located near Menno, 
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