
China---- 

Jack Boelema 
 

 

China---- 

with one of her many problems is in the news again.  But this time the trouble within her 

borders is really very serious.  For eight years she has fought Japan and has somewhat held her 

ground; recently, however, she is losing much for Japan has conquered nearly the entire coastal 

area, causing millions of Chinese to flee from their homes into unknown areas to eke out a 

living.  The coastal area, the Burma road and many American-built airfields are in the hands of 

the Japs.  The Chinese armies, lacking equipment and ammunition, are seriously crippled with no 

assistance from the Allies in sight; and the only way for them to receive aid is via the long air 

route over “the hump.”  Probably the only real assistance that the Allies can now give her would 

be to enter China by the Normandy invasion method. 

To make things worse is the fact that there is internal struggle in China between Chiang’s 

forces and the Communistic forces.  In the past these two groups have been constantly quarreling 

with each other, but today they are at actual war.  From this conflict, Stilwell, commander of all 

American forces in China, India and Burma, was called home.  Knowing China’s internal strife 

one concludes that Stilwell’s trouble was more than a clash of personalities, as the President put 

it.  Stilwell was sent to China to train and equip a large Chinese army against the Japs.  How 

could he get cooperation from Chiang when Chiang wants an all out with the Community first?  

It is leaking out now that our military supplies have been utilized to war against the Communists 

and not the Japs.  This seems to be the Stilwell situation in China. 

Then, too, the public is being informed that Chiang’s government is not what it was 

cracked up to be.  There is corruption in Chiang’s government; it is dictatorial to be sure and 

includes widespread dissatisfaction among his political and military leaders.  Then, too, this 

government has run into red hot inflation, for a pound of butter costs $400, one egg $7, one 

orange $16, one pair of socks $130, pair of shoes $500!  Even the people refuse to cooperate 

with Chiang’s government. 

Have we 400,000,000 Allies in China?  But what can we do?  We need her help in an all-

out on Japan.  Shall we ask the Communist in China for assistance and cooperation?  Shall we 

give guns and war supplies to the Communists which they probably will accept for use against 

the Japanese?  At any rate, China and the Chinese are important to us for our blow at Japan; 

China could be the place where Japan may receive her defeat. 

 

Holland---- 

faces starvation.  Nazi demolition crews have wrecked dykes, locks and pumping 

equipment in Holland allowing the ocean water to flow over the fertile lands.  More than a 

million acres of farm land and pasture are already under many feet of salt water.  Salt ruins the 

soil and it will be many years before the land can again be used for production.  Amsterdam and 

Rotterdam are threatened by flood; other cities are faced with the problems of no gas, electricity, 

drinking water and sewage disposal. 

How destructive war has become!  This is just one more deed added to the big list of 

German atrocities.  Was the deed perpetrated to retard the Allied offense?  Or does Nazism 

figure that if Germany has to rise from ruins, other countries must do the same; thus the starting 

point for recovery would be the same for all? 



 

United Nations---- 

is the new organization to enforce peace.  The broad outline of the organization has been 

formulated by the Dumbarton Oaks conference.  It is to include a General Assembly and a 

Security Council.  Membership of the General Assembly will be open to any nation; membership 

of the Security Council will be composed of the Big Five (United States, Britain, Russia, China, 

France) and six other nations making a total of eleven members.  This Security Council it to have 

the power to maintain and enforce peace. 

One of the most interesting problems of the Security Council is the probable way in 

which a decision shall be made.  It is thought that the majority rule will be followed, but the Big 

Five must be included in the majority.  The Big Five must always stand united.  It would only 

need the support of one of the six small countries to make a decision.  If one of the Big Five 

withholds approval no action could be taken even if all the rest of the ten members voted in favor 

of it.  Would not this procedure give all power to the Big Five?  A Big Power’s refusal to support 

would mean no action of the Security Council.  Now suppose that one of the Big Five is involved 

in a dispute, it could prevent action of the Council by merely refusing to vote. 

Another problem is concerning the authority of one U. S. Representative on the Council.  

Can one representative of the U. S. in the United Nations bring the U. S. into war?  Or shall 

Congress keep the Constitutional power to declare war?  What authority shall our representative 

have in the Council? 

Naturally, there are troubles in peace formulations.  Man talks about peace and the 

enforcement of it, but this is impossible.  The Bible teaches us plainly that there shall be wars 

and rumors of war until the end of time. 
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