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LESSON XL 

PAUL, SILAS AND TIMOTHY ENTER EUROPE 

Acts 16:1-15 

 

I.  Paul and Silas Visit the Churches: Verses 1-5 

 A.  We are introduced to a disciple well-spoken of by the brethren—Timothy.  1. His 

mother is a Jew and his father a Greek.  2. Paul wills to take this young man (about 17 years old) 

along.  3. He had not yet been circumcised, so Paul circumcises him—because of the Jews 

residing there, who all knew that his father was a Greek.  This was in the city of Lystra. 

 B.  The delivery of the decrees of the gathering in Jerusalem.  They delivered them 

wherever there was a church.  And the condition in these churches was that of spiritual health 

and vigor. 

II. Paul, Silas and Timothy Directed to Macedonia—Europe: Verses 6-10. 

 A.  The course of their journey as traced by Luke.  1. Through Phrygia and Northern 

Galatia.  2. Thence to Mysia.  They go here because they are not allowed to go to either Asia or 

Bithynia.  They are directed to Troas. 

 B.  By whom directed?  By the Holy Spirit.  Just how He directed Paul is not told in 

verses 6 and 7. (Which see)  However, at Troas the Holy Spirit came to Paul in a vision at night.  

He sees a man from Macedonia which stood and called to him: “Come over and help us.” 

 C. To this Paul gives heed.  Immediately they (The Text says “we.”  Does this mean 

that Luke was also in the company of Paul, Silas and Timothy?) attempt to go to Macedonia.  

They conclude from the vision and the other two manifestations of the desire of the Spirit, that 

God had called them to preach the gospel in Europe.  Besides, this vision is a corroboration of, as 

well as it is corroborated by, the “vision” seen by Paul in the temple years earlier.  Compare Acts 

22:21.  “And he said unto hence unto the Gentiles.”  Compare further Acts 9:15. 

III. Arrival and Initial Labors in Macedonia—Philippi: Verses 11-15. 

 A.  The course taken in traveling thither.  A straight course to the island of 

Samothracia; from there to Neapolis.  And from there they went to Philippi, the chief city in 

these parts.  Hence about a three days journey. 

 B.  Their initial labors here in Philippi.  1.  The general situation seems to have been 

that there was no synagogue here.  The conclusion is warranted that there were few or no Jews 

here.  The persecution that befalls Paul and Silas here does not come from Jewish quarters.  They 

labored here for some time.  The text speaks of “Many days” Verse 18.  And whereas there was 

no synagogue here where Paul “according to his custom” could go and teach, they looked for and 

found a place outside of the city near the river where men were wont to worship.  2.  As to the 

fruits of Paul’s labors here we can say: a. Lydia was the first convert.  She was a woman, a seller 

of purple from the city of Tyratira.  b. She feared God and believed and was baptized.  And 

invited—(yea, insisted) Paul, Silas, Timothy and Luke to lodge at her home. 

Questions: Was the circumcision of Timothy by Paul not contrary to the very decree 

which Paul was delivering to the churches at this time?  Did Paul do contrary to his boast of Gal. 

2:4?  Can we legitimately infer from Acts 18:24 and I Peter 1:1 that churches were organized 

during the visit related in Acts 16:6?  Why does Luke relate so little of this?  Was Luke a relative 



of Silas?  It so what?  Does God’s eternal plan of redemption determine what course the 

preaching of the gospel must follow geographically?  Which cities did Paul visit on this journey 

which he had also already visited on the first journey?  Which did he omit?  Does the church still 

receive visions as Paul and the prophets did? 

 

Lesson XLI 

THE SHAMEFUL TREATMENT ACCORDED PAUL AND SILAS 

Acts 16:16-40 

 

This is a rather long lesson.  It shows how Paul and Silas suffered for the sake of the 

gospel.  They are persecuted for the good deed of having cast out a demon from a young damsel.  

There are in this lesson three matters which you should especially take notice of.  We will state 

these matters under the following headings: 

I. What Occasioned this Shameful Treatment: Vss. 16-18. 

 A.  Paul and Silas go to the place of worship.  A damsel with a spirit of divination sees 

them and cries: “These men are servants of the Most High God, which preach unto you a way of 

salvation.”  This she did for many days.  And Paul is displeased, worked up, worn out by it.  He 

turns and rebukes the spirit—not the damsel.  Evidently these two are in Paul’s mind not 

identical.  And Paul says: “I say unto you in the Name of Jesus Christ go out from her.”  The 

cure is instantaneous.  The evil spirit left her that same hour. 

 B.  This young woman was the property of some men in that city.  In the service of 

superstition and in the midst of a gullible public they were making much money through her in 

this wretched condition.  When they saw that their means of gain was gone they slander the 

apostle and his companions and drag them to the magistrates. 

II. The Shameful Treatment: Vss. 19-24. 

 A.  Paul and Silas were taken hold of violently and dragged to the open market place 

and thus placed before the magistrates of the city.  And here they are slanderously accused of: 

  1. Disturbing and bringing unrest in the city, being Jews. (How untrue in every way). 

  2. Teaching customs which a Roman citizen might not receive nor do.  Hence they 

are accused of treason. 

 B.  The magistrates are no Gallios.  (See Acts 18:11-17).  They are filled with the same 

mad frenzy with which the hypocritical owners of the delivered damsel would have them be.  No 

inquiry is made.  The apostle and Silas are forthwith commanded to be beaten with rods here in 

the market place and then they are put in prison.  We have here a very clear indication that even 

though Paul saw the man from Macedonia in a vision at night and heard him say: “Come over 

and help us” that this does not imply that all heathendom is anxiously waiting for the deliverance 

of the gospel in Christ Jesus.  There is more than one Demetrus, the silversmith in the world.  

Confer Acts 19:23 ff. 

III. The Victorious Outcome: Vss. 25-40. 

 A.  God came to deliver his servants; at midnight.  Paul and Silas with bleeding backs 

do not murmur, neither are they faint hearted, but they pray and receive strength to sing Psalms.  

And God shakes the strong doors of the prison, causing the stocks to fall from their feet.  The 

same God, who in Christ Jesus delivers the prisoners from the evil spirits, also delivers his 

servants from the prison of evil men.  And thus a seeming defeat is turned into a real and lasting 

victory. 

 B.  Here are some of the particulars of this victory: 



  1.  The jailer is saved from taking his life and is placed in the body of the redeemed 

church with his house.  They are all baptized.  Captivity is taken captive. 

  2.  The erstwhile persecuting magistrates come prostrated at the feet of the apostle; 

beg him to leave.  They are in great fear.  And they must upon Paul’s demand escort him 

honorably, publicly from the city, even as they had publicly ill treated them. 

  3.  The accusers are twice put to shame: a. Once in the seeing of their shameful gain 

being taken from them in the deliverance of the damsel by Paul.  b. And now this second time 

and seeing both points of their accusation proven to be the very lie of Satan.  Had they not said: 

We are Romans; we may not accept these customs.  And here this Paul, a Roman citizen leaves 

the city in triumph; the triumph of the glorious gospel.  Read: II Cor. 2:14-17.  Indeed Paul is a 

Jew, but he is also a Roman citizen.   

 Questions: What was offensive in the testimony of this damsel with the spirit of 

divination?  Is it the same offense as that recorded in Mark 1:24?  Did this come from the same 

course as that testimony?  Why would an evil spirit speak of God as the Most High?  What is the 

idea of this name?  Does James 2:19 cast any light on this point?  Is an evil spirit a personal, 

created being, belonging originally to the angel world? 

 

Lesson XLII 

IN THESSALONICA AND IN BEREA 

Acts 17:1-15 

 

We were rather in doubt as to what might be considered the proper division in this lesson.  

Considering that each society is at liberty to treat as much of a lesson as is convenient, and not 

wishing to make the lesson too small, we will include in this outline both the visit and ministry 

of Paul in Thessalonica and in Berea.  Consequently this outline is divided into two parts: 

I.  In Thessalonica: Vss. 1-9. 

 A.  The general situation here: 

  1.  There seem to be many Jews here.  There is a Synagogue.  And Paul did not need 

to go with his companions to the riverside to preach the Word. 

  2.  Paul spoke in the synagogues for three weeks, i.e. three Sabbath days. 

 B.  The Theme and Method of his Preaching: 

  1.  Theme: The Death and Resurrection of Christ. Vs. 3. 

  2.  Method: Reasoning from the Scriptures; and bringing home his arguments with 

great power and force.  It was exegesis of the Scriptures.  It was proving from the Scriptures that 

the Christ (Messiah) must die and must rise again.  Both are according to the Scriptures.  This 

method Paul employed for both Jews and Greeks.  Compare I Cor. 15:3, 4.  Further Luke 24:26, 

27, 45, 46.  Here not a trace of the Armenian whosoever will gospel; nor of its method! 

 C.  The Success of their Labors:  

  1. What it was: Some of the Jews believed and stayed with the apostle.  The rest of 

the Jews did not.  This small group was given grace to follow Christ.  Not a few of the Grecian 

women; even some of the women of honor.  In fact “not a few.” 

  2.  This caused the Jewish Rabbis to be mad with jealousy.  They take the following 

measures: a. They go to the city square and get all the bench-warming “bums” they can find, and 

so get ready for a real lynching party.  With this party they assault the house of Jason where Paul 

and his fellow laborers were lodging.  (Paul and the others went into hiding elsewhere in the 

city).  They search the house of Jason and fail to find him for whom they were looking.  b. So 



they drag Jason and others to the public square where they accuse them of being men who turn 

the whole world upside down.  They raise up a great howl, “yelling as if the house was on fire 

like the mob in Jerusalem.  Acts 21:18” A. T. Robertson.  These Jews had serious accusations 

and little proof.  Jason had to give security that Paul would no longer molest the city.  At least 

this seems to be the implication of I Thess. 2:17.  The old accusation which the Jews brought 

against Jesus before Pilate, the Roman governor, is here brought against Paul before these 

magistrates of the imperial power.  Paul and his companions flee by night to a city 50 miles to 

the southwest—Berea. 

II.  In Berea: Vss. 10-15. 

 A.  The general situation here seems to be that there was a synagogue here.  The apostle 

loses no time to avail himself of the opportunity to proclaim the glad tidings of salvation. 

 B.  The Attitude in General: 1. It was more noble than that of the Thessalonians.  

Reference is here evidently had to that of the Jewish leaders.  They did not withstand Paul.  

There was here a certain “open-mindedness.”  2.  This “more noble-mindedness” revealed itself 

in that here the Jews and the others searched O.T. Scriptures in order to see whether the matter 

which is proclaimed by Paul had the backing of the Scriptures.  This little notice here concerning 

these Berean brethren indicates that Paul also here followed the same method of “doing 

missionary work” as in Thessalonica.  See above. 

 C.  Result?  1. Positive: Many believed.  And not a few Greek women of honorable 

estate.  2. Negatively?  The evil Jews from Thessalonica also come here to stir up the people 

against Paul and his companions.  Paul leaves immediately.  He is escorted as far as Athens in 

Greece.  Silas and Timothy remain in Berea until Paul summons them to come; which he does as 

soon as he reaches Athens.  They did not arrive until after he had left Athens for Corinth in 

Achaia.  A parallel instance of Jewish persecution we have recorded in Acts 14:19. 

 Questions: Was there an element of truth in it that the apostle’s Kingdom was a turning 

upside down of the world?  What does Daniel 2:44, 45 teach about the relationship of Christ’s 

Kingdom to that of the kingdoms of the world?  Did the church in Thessalonica need further 

instruction, as to the real nature of the future Kingdom, after Paul had gone from them?  Which 

is the first letter of Paul written to a church?  What doctrinal question does it particularly speak 

of?  Did Paul meet the power of the “fourth beast” here in Imperial form? 

 

Lesson XLIII 

PAUL ALONE IN ATHENS 

Acts 17:16-34 

 

Paul is for the first, and quite likely for the last time, in the city of Athens.  Athens is the 

city where the philosophers lived, met and imparted instruction.  Here is the concentration of all 

the learning of men—yet without God!  Here is the wisdom of the world, that is foolishness with 

God.  Here is the finite mind reaching out to try to touch the Infinite (Who is very near) without 

ever being able to do so.  And thinking himself to be wise, he changes the glory of the 

Incorruptible GOD into the likeness of corruptible man, four footed beast, flying fowl and 

creeping things.  Rom. 1:22.  And he calls his idolatry religion; his many graven images 

“productions of Art”; his philosophy which is but “vain deceit”, (Col. 2:8) though it be ever so 

old in the annals of tradition, he dreams of as giving him the desired Utopia of serenity of mind.  

And, that too, while the very wrath of God is being revealed from heaven against all 

unrighteousness of men, who keep the truth under in unrighteousness.  Had Paul met the first 



beast of Imperial power in Philippi, Thessalonica and Berea, (Rev. 13:1-10) here he will meet the 

second, the false prophet (Rev. 13:11-18).  There he must flee for he has not sword of steel to 

protect himself, neither to lay low the power of Rome; here he will unsheathe the Sword of the 

Spirit and lay low the enemy!  Here is the Scriptural perspective to keep in mind in following 

Paul as he is alone in Athens. 

This lesson can most readily be divided under two headings: 

I. Paul Coming in Contact with the Epicurean and Stoic Philosophers: Vss. 16-21. 

 A.  The General Situation: 

  1.  There seem to have been some Jews also.  Luke mentions a Synagogue.  Here Paul 

reasoned with the Jews and the God-fearing people.  What was the “Theme” of his preaching?  It 

is: “Jesus and the Resurrection” v. 18.  Also in Athens Paul will preach nothing but Christ and 

Him crucified!  And the text gives the impression that Paul performed this task on the Sabbath 

days.   

  2.  But during the week, Paul walked about the city.  And everywhere he went he saw 

idols.  The city of Athens was full of them.  And his spirit was provoked and irritated by it all. 

 B.  So he opened his mouth and spoke to anyone he might meet and that would listen.  

This he did day after day.  And so the word was soon passed from mouth to mouth that this 

stranger preached new goods, or at least so it seemed to them.  For he preached two new gods: 

Jesus and the Resurrection!  And thus is it that the Epicurean and Stoic philosophers desired to 

know more about this.  They were rather skeptical about it; their expectation was not too high of 

this “babbler”, this “seed-picker” who probably had picked up a few ideas, but who really was 

not a “first-rate” man of learning.  But at any rate they are curious. 

II. Paul’s Speech in the Areopagus: Vss. 22-34.  The “Theme” of this speech is: God, 

Who is UNKNOWN to the Athenians.  Of this God Paul in a masterful way brings home three 

matters: 

 A.  God in His Relationship to the Creature, Vss. 24, 25.  

  1. He is the Creator.  He made the cosmos, the world as it is one harmonious beautiful 

whole.  And nothing is to be excluded from this work of creation.  As such he is Transcendent 

above the creature.  He has an existence apart from the Cosmos.  Therefore also apart from 

temples made with hands.  God dwells in Himself.  This had been changed be foolish man, Rom. 

1:23, 25.  Unless this is understood no one can serve God in spirit and in truth, John 4:21-24. 

  2. This God, being Lord of heaven and earth, does not need to be served because that 

without the creature’s service He would lack.  He is the FOUNTAIN!  Therefore he is not like 

the heathen gods (in the heathen imagination, for an idol is nothing, Ps. 115:1ff; I Cor. 8:4) who 

needed the offerings of men for full happiness.  The proof of this is: Creation and Providence: 

Paul brings forward the following truth of Revelation: a. God, as the Fountain, giveth life, breath, 

all things.  In Gen. 2:7, we read of “the breath of life.”  God gives us existence.  He upholds all 

things by the word of His power, Heb. 1:3.  This was the fundamental blow at all the idols of 

heathendom; and that of these Athenians in particular!  b. Indeed they (these Athenians) did not 

know GOD!  And their whole philosophic conception and foolish religion topples with this one 

mighty cut of the Word of Gen. 1.  It lays bare the hideousness of sin. 

 B.  Man’s Position in the World’s History and His Affinity to GOD! Vss. 26-29. 

  1. God made all nations of man out of one blood!  Not each nation with a separate 

god, and separate genesis, as the Athenians taught.  And this God has determined: a. How long a 

nation shall live and at what time in the history of the world.  b. The place where they shall live 

(the bounds of their habitation).  Here is food for thought for a Calvinistic interpretation of 



Geography and History!  Here is shown the need of maintaining the organic unity of the human 

race, and the council of God over all. 

  2.  Therefore all men are God’s “offspring.”  Even the heathen poets gave utterance to 

this in their Hymn to Zeus, Jupiter.  “For we are also His Offspring.”  It was Cleanthes, the Stoic, 

who wrote this Hymn.  It can be found in “History of Philosophy” by Ueberweg, Page 197, Vol. 

1.  Not that this being God’s offspring is correctly interpreted, but even the truth of God’s 

workmanship and His constant “Immanence” cannot be erased from man.  In the ruins of man’s 

fallen nature the original nobility of man can dimly be detected.  And as a masterful teacher Paul 

here lays the bridge between the Stoic’s conception (that is in conception) and that of the truth as 

it is by virtue of Creation.  And here is the inconsistency of sin, and folly of unbelief: Instead of 

living in affinity to God, being His offspring, they seek their affinity to God, and yet think of this 

“Godhead” as consisting in sculptures of gold, silver, stone—by the art and invention of man.  

God, Who is so very near they cannot find!  God who was very near in all the history of the 

nations! 

 C.  The Present Dispensation of the Judgment of the World, Vss. 30, 31. 

  1. Formerly God “overlooked” the times of the ignorance of the heathen. 

  2. Now he expressly comes and calls all men to repentance.  And that not in some 

isolated country but everywhere.  For God has appointed a day in which He will judge the whole 

inhabited world in righteousness. 

  3. Proof: God raised Jesus from the dead unto this very end.  And this resurrection is 

the assurance.  And when this is brought home the Athenians laugh Paul to scorn.  Paul leaves 

Athens—never to return. 

 Questions: Must one believe that God created the world to be a Christian?  What is 

Pantheism?  How does it differ from Pan-Cosmism?  What is God’s Transcendancy?  His 

Immanence?  What is God’s Self-sufficiency?  Does the lesson, Paul’s address speak of these 

virtues in speaking of God’s relationship to the creature?  Did the prophets also have to warn 

Israel against thinking of the Godhead in terms of gold, silver, etc?  See Is. 66:1-4.  Do we often 

live as though God needed our worship to be really happy?  And why does He still desire it then?  

In how far did God “overlook the times of the ignorance of the Gentiles”?  Does Rom. 2:5-16 

allow for this expression?  Do we not read something similar to it in Rom. 3:35? 

 Suggestions: Do not too soon think you understand Paul’s speech in the Areopagus, 

neither should you say: it’s too “deep”!  If you understand just a little of it you understand more 

than if you had not tried at all.  And if you see that you do not understand—then you are quite a 

ways along already.  At least, you then see the problems!  By all means read the lesson carefully.  

Here lie some underlying truths which are the reason for our being a Protestant Reformed 

Church.  An Essay: “History and Geography According to Acts 17: 26.” 
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