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It seems as though there are always some people who do not want young people to act 

like young people and seem to regard youth’s enthusiasm as the “proper work of the devil.”  

Consequently, they are always bewailing youth’s manner of life and predicting all kinds of dire 

results. 

Personally, we do not agree with them. 

However, we should not be too hard on these people.  In the first place, they no doubt 

mean well.  We may certainly assume that they are motivated by the desire of seeing youth’s 

welfare, even though we are perhaps inclined to think that they are given to exaggeration, are too 

concerned and are filled with all kinds of fears that are entirely unfounded.  I’m quite sure that 

this is the point of view that our young usually take in respect to those who are always harping 

on the carelessness and recklessness of our present-day youth.  But then, again, we cannot very 

well overlook the fact that these people are not always entirely wrong.  And it sometimes seems 

as though there is plenty of reason for them to think as they do.  Not only are there numerous 

examples of the bitter fruit which youth’s enthusiasm has produced in lives that are damaged and 

well nigh wrecked through a careless attitude toward the ever-present power of sin, but there are 

besides many evidences of danger that are far from imaginary.  We cannot avoid the fact that the 

dangers which lurk in all kinds of temptations and apparently innocent fun are realities which 

cannot be ignored by a shrug of the shoulders or the casual comment that “youth must have its 

fling.”  The power of sin and darkness is real and its reality is very serious.  Well may our youth 

be constantly reminded of this.  And well may they heed the warning and learn from the many 

examples of those whose lives are burdened and broken through thoughtlessness and sin. 

However, this does not alter the fact that young people must be expected to act like young 

people.  Surely no one deems it natural when he finds a young man who has grown old before his 

time.  Nor does anyone like to see a youth who acts like a tired old man.  Our young people have 

every right to be young and no one has any right to expect anything else.  Surely Solomon 

contends for this when he says in Ecclesiastes 11:9, “Rejoice, O young man, in thy youth; and let 

thy heart cheer thee in the days of thy youth, and walk in the ways of thine heart, and in the sight 

of thine eyes…”  Nor does he in any sense contradict himself when he adds, “but know thou, that 

for these things God will bring thee into judgment.” 

Some contend that the writer doesn’t really mean what he says in the first part of this 

verse and that the last part shows that he is using sarcasm. 

We do not agree. 

We are of the opinion that Solomon meant exactly what he said and that this is apparent 

from what he adds in verse 10, when he says, “therefore remove sorrow from thy heart, and put 

away evil from thy flesh; for childhood and youth are vanity.” 

I would have you notice, however, that Solomon does not tell the young man that he can 

do anything that pleases his fancy.  He doesn’t say, “Go ahead and have your fun as you like it 

and never mind about anything.”  He, in fact, says the very opposite.  He limits and restrains in 

the most emphatic way when he says that youth must remember that for all these things the Lord 

will call him into judgment.  The things that are right in the sight of his eyes must certainly be 

governed by the Word of God.  For notice, he is to remove all evil from his flesh!  If then the 

young man walks in the ways of his heart and the sight of his eyes as determined in the light of 



the Word of God, and if he will view those ways in the light of the fact that he shall stand in 

judgment, then he may feel free to act like a young man and need not fear that he will sin. 

But only in that way! 

Positively, Solomon expresses it all when he says, “Remember now thy Creator in the 

days of thy youth….” 

In the way of remembering Him, we have naught to fear! 
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