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You are well acquainted, of course, with the parable of the Pharisee and the Publican who 

went to the temple to pray.  We find it recorded in Luke 18:9-14.  Likely as not, you’ve always 

heard the Pharisee condemned and the Publican commended, which is correct as we may readily 

gather from verse 9. 

But, apart now from the intents and thoughts of their hearts, is it not perhaps possible that 

this prayer of the Pharisee, taken as a whole, is a very proper prayer?  It is our contention that it 

is and is also a prayer which we may pray.  The trouble with the Pharisee was that he did not first 

pray the prayer of the Publican and that he did not know the depth of his own sin!  All he could 

see was his external deeds and external self and using that measure he was indeed a “good” man.  

And this error is even present in supposedly Reformed circles. 

But, as was stated, we feel that apart now from the person, the content of the prayer as a 

whole may be justified, yes, even commended.  And we also trust that the Publican, perhaps at a 

later date, prayed this same prayer and it was received at the Throne of Grace! 

You see, the Publican had come, as it were, to the first part of our Heidelberg Catechism 

which deals with the misery of man, and the Pharisee had come to the third part which speaks of 

thankfulness.  But the Pharisee did not know the first part, neither indeed would he have 

understood it, and the thankfulness which he expressed was superficial and external and did not 

spring from a knowledge of the depths of his misery. 

But, how about we who know our misery?  We who have smote, and, of course, still do, 

on our breast and cried, “God be merciful to me, a sinner!”  Shall we leave it there?  May we 

never, as we view the corruption round about us, say, “God, I thank Thee!”  We certainly may 

and do, for indeed, it would be a miserable situation if the only result of our salvation was a 

knowledge of our sin and misery.  We have not only this truth revealed to us, but we have also in 

principle begun a new life.  According to that principle we are not as other men are.  For we 

have been cleansed and made beautiful and although we do it imperfectly we travel another 

way—the right way—the only way!  And viewing the world round about us and never forgetting 

that we are no more worthy and in spite of the old man of sin which would ensnare us, we look 

to Him and say, “God, I thank Thee!” 
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