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After the banquet had been served at our last Convention gathering, the Rev. G. Vos, 

from Edgerton, Minn. addressed his audience of approximately 350 young men and women. 

“Jubilation is the heart of my talk to you tonight,” Rev. Vos stated.  “Hearing in fancy the 

loud laughter and singing of the godless, the thought came to me in question form: What have we 

to laugh about?  What is our thrill?  What is our great joy and rejoicing?  It was then that I 

thought on the great Jubilee of God’s people: a jubilee that is inaugurated in this dispensation 

and which shall last unto all eternity.  We are jubilant because we are set at liberty.” 

Rev. Vos divided his subject under the three headings: The Lament of Death, The Chief 

Musician and The Symphony of Heaven.  Under the first heading, the speaker pointed out that in 

Israel the fiftieth year was to be the year of Jubilee, when liberty was proclaimed throughout the 

land.  The people to which this jubilee referred first of all were the Hebrews that had become 

slaves.  They lost their person, their possessions and their land.  They had become bondmen and 

bitter was their lot.  Therefore, the year of Jubilee was like a great shout and a sound as of many 

waters.  It was because of the great joy that came to these people after a very sore and great 

lament—the Lament of Death. 

Now this slavery of Israel and all the attending evils are typical.  They reveal the natural 

state of the sons and daughters of Adam and for that reason there is the awful Lament of Death 

on every side.  The speaker stated that he is convinced that we really do not realize how 

miserable we are.  We have heard it said so often that we are a miserable race, that this earth is a 

vale of tears, that it hardly makes any impression on us anymore.  Then too, we are a race of 

shallow men and women.  We do not live deeply at all, as we are by nature.  Most of our misery 

is not felt.  And much of what is felt we gloss over and act as though it does not exist.  We are by 

nature very conceited and try to tell ourselves and others that it is not so very bad after all.  “But 

I assure you,” said Rev. Vos, “that if we saw for one moment the awful misery of the human 

race, we would cry out our eyes in sadness and sorrow.” 

Even when things run their normal course, man is in a sorry state.  How much louder and 

poignant is the cry of the mortal when God’s hand begins to press down harder upon him in the 

course of history; as in this global war that is tearing and cutting and destroying the face of men 

and women.  It is the increase of pressure upon the man of sin.  And the result is more sorrow.  

But how about the songs and laughter, the rejoicings and the wonderful thrills of the 

sinners.  Do not be deceived!  “Even in laughter the heart is sorrowful, and the end of that mirth 

is heaviness.” Prov. 14:13. 

The cause of all this misery must be found in man.  He caused his own lament of death.  

He broke the band of the covenant in Paradise and became wholly miserable.  No one realizes his 

misery as the Christian.  When heavenly light shines in his heart, he recognized the truth and his 

real state and condition.  Then we hear his lament in tones of sorrow and groaning.  Then he 

says: O wretched man that I am!  Who shall deliver me from the body of this death! 

This brought the speaker to his second point, The Chief Musician.  This is the Gospel—

that the Lord Jesus Christ, the Chief Musician appeared upon the stage of history and that he 



entered our prison and entered into our dirge of sorrow and misery.  God laid on Him the 

iniquities of us all.  Never will we be able to fathom the awful suffering Jesus suffered in order to 

free us from our prison.  But he suffered and died as an act of loving obedience and satisfied the 

demands of God for us.  His Godhead sustained Him in all that suffering and dying and groaning 

so that He could finish the work that is eternal. 

Hallelujah!  That is the beginning and the end of a wonderful song.  Jesus arose and 

appeared leading our captivity captive and singing as He went.  The lament is changed into a 

hymn of praise, the hymn of liberty.  Jesus is our Chief Musician and He instructs us in the 

singing of His songs.  He has set us free.  There will be echoes to the song of the Lamb that will 

make heaven musical forever. 

And so we are jubilant!  We are no longer slaves of sin but we will to do the will of God.  

We sing: Oh, how I love Thy law!  It is my meditation all the day!  We have our Jubilee!  Our 

possessions are restored and multiplied by grace and wondrous love.  We are restored to our 

family which means that we may go to the Home of God!  Sing, sing forever your song of 

Jubilee for He will give the land to thee.  O inhabitant of Zion.  It is a new song.  It is a song that 

is victorious, heavenly, glorious.  And we sing that song out of the depths of our hearts.  It is the 

Symphony of Heaven. 
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