
Letters from Our Boys 
Various 

 

 

South West Pacific 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

I have been in the service now for one year, and during that time I have been receiving 

the Beacon Lights regularly.  I want to take this opportunity to thank all those who have made it 

possible for us to receive this periodical.  I can assure you that I appreciate the Beacon Lights 

very much, especially since we are away from church and society life, it’s just the kind of 

literature we need. 

On Sunday mornings we hold our church services in the jungle.  I can also spend a good 

part of the day reading Beacon Lights, Standard Bearer and the radio sermons.  Not only do I 

enjoy it, but also find a comfort in reading the articles of our Reformed truth. 

Again I say, thanks to all of you, and keep up the good work. 

 Andy Van 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 

 

Somewhere in France, August 24, 1944 
 

Dear Friends: 
 

I have been receiving “Beacon Lights” since coming into the service and wish to let you 

know it is certainly appreciated by myself and many friends. 

I’ve been in the service over eighteen months and have spent almost seven months 

overseas. 

I have no friends with me from our church but there are several I knew many years before 

leaving home. 

We have service by a Chaplain from an Anti-Aircraft outfit rather often but I certainly 

miss our own pastors. 

The French people greet us with cheers and flowers as we enter the newly occupied 

towns and villages, even the young children who know nothing but war receive us with a large 

smile and kisses.  The children run after us grabbing our hands and cry, “Bon, Bons”, which 

means candy in our language.   

Well, I have work to do so will close for now and hope the Lord will bring us all together 

again soon. 

George Yonkers 

(Fuller Ave—Grand Rapids) 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 

 

U.S.S. Breton 

August 29, 1944 
 

Dear Friends: 
 



I just don’t know how to thank you for the subscription of the “Beacon Lights”.  I read it 

over and over again, because it is the best magazine that is sent to a man in the service.  I know I 

should have written long ago, but just couldn’t find time.  I have been overseas two different 

times and expect to go soon again.  So it keeps a fellow pretty busy.  Especially writing.  When 

you have to write to the loved ones first. 

So keep up the good work and may God bless and keep each and every one of us till the 

end of these terrible wars. 

R. J. Miedema F1/c 

San Francisco, Calif. 

(Fuller Ave—Grand Rapids) 

 

*     *     *     *     *     *     * 

 

Wounded in Action 
  

 Pvt. Sybrant J. Schaafsma, Fuller Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich., was seriously 

wounded in action in France, August 8.  From a hospital bed in England he wrote that he is 

convalescing satisfactorily from wound in the right thigh. 
 

 Pvt. Andrew Voss, Fuller Ave., Grand Rapids, Mich., was wounded in action in 

France on August 3.  He is now recuperating in a hospital in England. 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol. 5 No. 1 October 1944 


