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After a few introductory remarks of congratulations and greetings to delegates and 

friends attending the Fourth Annual Young People’s Convention and of commemoration for our 

Young Men in the Service, the Rev. H. Hoeksema kept a fairly large audience interested, for the 

better part of an hour, speaking on the subject: Christian Liberty.  There was, naturally, a 

preponderance of Young People in his audience.  We believe that the audience was not nearly as 

large as it could have or should have been.  The representation of Young People was beyond 

expectation, but we are sorry that more of our parents and friends did not attend, to manifest their 

support and interest in our Young People.  This is especially true of our people living in Grand 

Rapids and vicinity who were but poorly represented.  This may be due to a lack of interest, but 

we rather hope it is due to a lack of understanding and sufficient advertising of the fact that this 

was a public meeting; open to all and not limited to our Young People. 

The Rev. Hoeksema pointed out that the subject is always timely; and especially so in our 

day.  Man prizes, defends, fights for and is even now engaged in a conflict for what he conceives 

to be liberty and freedom.  It is necessary and timely, therefore, that we understand, in the light 

of Scripture, what is true Christian Freedom. 

In developing the subject, the speaker defined and qualified both the terms, Christian and 

Liberty, and pointed out the relationship between them from the point of view of Scripture.  The 

term Christian with Liberty refers “to the specific nature of a Christian’s freedom in this world, 

in distinction, for instance, from the freedom of Adam in Paradise before the fall and from the 

new form of liberty which will be revealed in perfection, in the new heavens and the new earth, 

in which righteousness shall dwell,” the speaker said. 

It was further pointed out that the prevalent conception of freedom largely hails from the 

French Revolution of 1789.  That this is purely humanistic in character and centered in man was 

clearly shown.  It is to be discarded by Christians for many reasons.  “First of all and 

fundamentally, a proper relation to God and His will concerning us and all things, is overlooked 

and denied….Secondly….all the emphasis….is on the rights of man in relation to his fellow 

man…and determined by man himself.”  True freedom is rather an obligation of love to God and 

can only exist where the obligation is met, according to the speaker.  “Thirdly, in this humanistic 

notion of liberty, the reality of sin is denied…and, finally…is wholly of this world, and wholly 

ignores the awful fact of death.”  The speaker then went on to point out the result of this 

philosophy as it works out in actual life. 

“For a correct conception of true freedom, we must proceed from the fundamental 

principle that God is the Lord, and there is no Lord beside Him.”  As such, God is only free and 

does as He pleases and whatever He pleases is good.  The second principle is that this Sovereign 

Lord determines all things outside Himself as the Law-giver.  The creature is bound by this law 

of God and is only free as it stays within the bonds: as was pointed out by many examples.  For 

the rational moral creature, the law of God is to love Him with heart and soul and strength.  

“True liberty for man is that state in which man, from the innermost recesses of his nature (that is 



from the heart) is able to fulfill this inalienable obligation of the love of God in all his life and all 

its relationships.” 

With this true liberty man was created but it was lost and turned into slavery and bondage 

to sin by the fall.  It is only restored in Christ; but there perfectly and in distinction from Adam’s 

freedom in Paradise, and on a higher level.  Adam’s original liberty “was grounded in man’s 

will.   Christian Liberty is rooted in Christ….by faith only.  Secondly….the Christian’s freedom 

cannot be lost….It is transcendent, victorious….And the third point of distinction is that the 

inalienable obligation of the love of God has been accentuated, and that in Christ the Christian is 

enabled to meet that accentuated obligation.” 

The speaker closed by pointing out the Christian’s calling to walk in that liberty, “in the 

midst of this present world until he shall enter into the perfect liberty of God’s eternal 

tabernacle.”  He must so walk in all relationships here: of parents and children, master and 

servant, employer and employee, magistrate and subject.  If he does he will suffer and is given 

grace to suffer: when the world persecutes and reviles him he does not stand on his rights but 

suffers; rejoicing that he is deemed worthy to be persecuted for Christ’s sake.  He is not 

revolutionary or a striker, nor does he use force.  “He is truly the peacemaker in the world.”  If, 

so doing, he loses all, he will with Christ appeal to Him who judges righteously and wait 

patiently to enter into God’s tabernacle “where he shall forever walk in perfect freedom, without 

being troubled by the ignorance of foolish men.  That will be liberty indeed!” 

It hardly need be said that the lecture was worked out with the usual care and clarity for 

which the Rev. Hoeksema is well known.  There was the same unification and coherence of 

thought and development, which marks all his material, and aids the audience in following.  It 

was delivered with the zeal and enthusiasm for which the speaker is known as “a great preacher.” 

Generally, the speech was well received by an attentive audience, although the attention 

of some, especially many of our Young People, waned and wandered during the address.  This 

was due, perhaps, to the length of the program generally, of the speech particularly, as well as to 

the foreignness of some of the material of the lecture, viz. the principles of the French 

Revolution and the philosophy of Humanism.  Although these were both set forth clearly and 

simply, the very fact that one is not acquainted with them tends to disinterest.  On the other hand, 

one of the most striking and beautiful things brought out was that the cross of Christ was the 

spectacle of man walking in highest liberty, for the cross is the complete self denial of the rights 

of man in order to bring to manifestation Liberty in the depths of hell.  We also felt that those 

who have heard the Rev. Hoeksema often and read his works found nothing essentially new in 

the material presented.  The whole idea of liberty and freedom had been developed e.g. in 

connection with the second Lord’s Day in the speaker’s volume: “In the Midst of Death” from 

his own pulpit and on the Radio under the theme: “The Freedom of Man.”  We should 

remember, however, that the topic was assigned to him and not one of his own choice and this, 

undoubtedly, accounts for the repetition of principle and fact—which are always constant. 

The speaker stated at the outset that it was not his “task to make any special and 

particular application of this theme, but to draw a few general lines” and in the development 

conscientiously applied himself to that task.  The consensus of opinion seemed to be that this 

resulted in somewhat missing the purpose of the meeting.  This particular meeting was designed 

and advertised as an Inspirational Mass Meeting.  We felt that the material failed to provide the 

inspiration that it might have.  We failed to note that a real enthusiasm and inspiration had been 

aroused and left in the hearts and minds of the audience.  That was equally true of subsequent 

speeches heard during the course of the Convention.  We feel that there should be a better 



understanding of the minds and feelings of our Young People among our ministers in order to 

reach them a bit closer. 

(For a complete script of the speech, see “The Standard Bearer” for Sept. 15, 1944, page 

491). 
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