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LESSON XXXII 
 

From Antioch of Syria through the Island, Cyprus 

Acts 13:1-12 

 

The Outline: 

I. The Special Call of Barnabas and Saul: Vss. 1-3. 

 A. The General Setting in Antioch of Syria.  1. It is now five years ago that the gospel 

was first preached here.  The text indicates quite a change.  The church had grown and had 

become established in the interim.  It is now the year A.D. 45.  2. There were five ministers 

(prophets and teachers) distributed throughout the church in this large city. 

 B. Barnabas and Saul called.  1. The entire church and the five “ministers” are 

present.  They were fasting and worshipping the Lord.  2. The Holy Spirit said during this 

fasting: “Separate me now Barnabas and Saul unto the work unto which I have called them.”  3. 

After prayer and fasting, the church placed their hands upon them and sent them forth. 

II. Their Journey through Cyprus: Vss. 4-12. 

 A. Very Briefly Traced by Luke. 1. They travel from Antioch of Syria to Seleucia 

(seaport on the Mediterranean Sea).  2. From there they embark to the Island, Cyprus.  They stop 

at Salamis, the eastern seaport of the Island; and from there they go to Paphos situated on the 

western tip of the island. 

 B. The following particulars we are told: 1. That the party consisted of Barnabas, Saul 

and John Mark.  2. As to the preaching proper: a. Only two particulars: Preaching in Salamis was 

in the synagogue of the Jews; and the incident of Sergius Paulus and the false prophet, Bar-Jesus.  

b. Of the latter the following should be noted: 1-That Sergius Paulus was: a. A man of political 

positions: a proconsul. b-That nonetheless he was in the hands of this false prophet—he was a 

victim of the lie.  2- Barjesus, the false prophet opposes the preaching of Paul; attempts to 

frustrate the work of grace in Sergius Paulus. 3-Paul rebukes him.  He says: “The Lord’s hand 

upon thee.  Thou shalt be blind and not see the sun for a time.”  It so happens.  The power of 

Christ the Lord blinds Barjesus and Sergius Paulus is given eyes to see by this same power of 

Christ.  Compare John 9. 

Questions: Who first preached the gospel in Antioch?  What are the names of the five 

“prophets and teachers” in Antioch at this time?  Do these names teach anything of importance?  

Did the laying on of hands imply that Paul and Barnabas were sent by the church?  Does the 

Holy Spirit always work in and through the church?  If this was to be preaching to the Gentile 

world, why did Paul preach in Salamis in the Jewish Synagogue?  Why is this detail related by 

Luke, while evidently many other matters remain untold?  How does this detail fit in the pattern 

of Acts?  What is the central outstanding truth, the matter of importance in Luke’s relating the 

occurrence in Paphos? 

Suggestions: 1. Of a general nature: a) Map work is most important in this lesson.  Even 

our daily newspapers draw maps for us to follow the events of war.  Memorize the places visited 

by Paul, and if you have done this once upon a time, “brush up” on it.  b) Be observant when you 

study the text!  Read carefully and reflectively.  Details are not unimportant.  Don’t miss the 



good parts, the gold nuggets.  c) Use the outline as an aid; don’t expect it to do the work for you. 

d) Read the preceding chapters by way of review and thus obtain and keep a birds-eye view in 

your memory of the entire book of Acts thus far studied.  The Bible was not written for the 

slothful!  2. Some suggestions in connection with this lesson: a) A Debate: “Resolved: That 

Mission Work Must Always Proceed From The Church And Is Not A Mere Individualistic 

Enterprise.”  Essay: “Socerism, How Related To The True Worship of God.” 

 

 

LESSEN XXXIII 

In Antioch of Pisidia 

Acts 13:13-48 

 

The Outline: 

I. Paul and Barnabas Journey to Antioch of Pisidia:  Vss. 13, 14. 

 A. They cross the channel and come to Pamphilia.  1. Here John Mark for some 

reason leaves Paul and Barnabas and returns to Jerusalem.  2. The reason must remain a secret.  

Many guesses are made.  Were the malaria mosquitoes vicious in these parts?  Or was Mark 

home-sick?  Was he irritated by Paul’s ascendancy over Barnabas?  Or did he lack the necessary 

courage?  The motive is never disclosed—only the fact is stated in 15:38, 39 “He did not go with 

them to the work.” 

 B. No details of the journey to Antioch are related.  1. They by-pass Perga.  2. We are 

not told why.  Does Gal. 4:13, 14 give us the answer?  It has given rise to much speculation. 

II. Paul and Barnabas speaking in Antioch, vss. 14-49. 

 A. The first gathering recorded. Vss. 14-41.  1. The occasion. a. Paul and Barnabas 

enter into a Jewish Synagogue on the Sabbath.  b. Paul is requested as distinguished and learned 

visitor to speak if he has a “word of consolation.”  Paul rises to the occasion.  2. The Sermon: a. 

Theme: “Christ’s Death and Resurrection Fulfillment of the Promise to the Fathers.”  b. There 

are three chief parts to this sermon:  1-A sketchy review of the history of the Promise from 

Abraham to Christ via David and his house.  The line is 3x14 generations of Matt. 1:2-17.  Vss. 

16-25. 2- The interpretation of this history in the light of the central fact in which this history 

culminates: The Death and Resurrection of Christ.  The glory of Israel is the glory of Christ’s 

resurrection.  Some O.T. passages are interpreted as referring to this central fact.  Ps. 2:7; Isa. 

55:3; Ps. 16:10.  3- Application of this fact to the sinful heirs of the Promise and to unbelievers. 

a- Positively to the heirs: Implies: Justification only by faith.  By the works of the law none are 

saved.  Then the Promise to the Fathers is not realized to us the children.  Compare: Gal. 2:15-

19; 3:7-12.  b- Negatively: Shows the real significance and scope of the judgments of God in 

O.T. History—the deportation to Babylon.  Hab. 1:5 is, therefore, applicable in connection with 

the central fact of the cross.  The form may differ, but the essence of the judgment of God is still 

the same here as in Habakkuk’s day.  Also, here the word heard in the “watch-tower” is: “the just 

shall live by faith.”  Hab. 2:4b.  Confer. Rom. 1:17; 5:1; Heb. 10:38 Verses: 26-41. 

 B. The Second Gathering: Vss. 42-48.  1. What occasioned it.  Vss. 42, 43.  a. Paul’s 

sermon had made a profound impression on the audience.  They flock about Paul and Barnabas.  

They desire to hear more about this.  They hear the voice of the Shepherd.  They desire Paul to 

address them again the following week.  b. And Paul walks through the “open door” granted to 

him.  2. The gathering proper:  Vss. 44-48. a. Nothing stated of the sermon.  We may infer 

though that the same “Theme” of the former sermon was discussed and proven by the Scriptures.  



b. Attitude of the Audience.  1- It was very large.  Synagogue packed to capacity.  (The whole 

city).  2- Very attentive.  They came “to hear the word of God.”  c. Conduct of the Jewish 

Rabbis.  1-They openly, publicly opposed Paul; interrupt the meeting; slander the apostles.  2- 

Motive?  Genuine concern about the Promise to Abraham’s children?  No!  It was envy, pride, 

self-righteousness.  d. Attitude of the apostles?  1- They do not concede the indictment against 

them.  2- They pronounce the judgments of the prophets upon these men and depart from the 

synagogue.  46, 47.  3- The Gentiles are full of joy.  The power of the age to come is manifested 

strikingly.  What a contrast and division in this audience. 

Questions: Of how many gatherings does our lesson speak?  Were there possibly more 

held here in Antioch?  Why are only these recorded?  Why did Paul first preach in the 

Synagogue?  Was this not disturbing the peace?  May we conclude from the sermon that Paul is 

the lawful teacher, having all the Scriptures back of him?  Does Paul tell his audience how long 

Saul, the son of Kish reigned over Israel?  Do we read this in I Samuel, too?  Did David perform 

all God’s will?  How about his sins and the judgments of God upon him?  How can Paul 

nonetheless quote: I Sam. 13:14 in verse 22?  Were there many sleepers in this audience? 

Suggestions:  1. Don’t forget to read the Scripture passage carefully and reflectively.  It 

will require time and effort.  Try to gain a birds-eye view of the lesson.  Employ “outline” noting 

what course to follow under Roman Numerals (I, II etc.) and Capital Letters (A. B. etc.).  This is 

most important.  Details are to be noticed also.  We have received what was necessary for us to 

know.  How many cities does Acts speak of as being “Antioch”?  Use the map constantly.  2. 

Some suggestions for further study.  a. An Essay: “Abraham—How He Understood the 

Promise.”  b. An Essay: “Acts 13:38, 39—The Epistle to the Galatians in a Nutshell.”  c. For the 

Question box: “Does what we read in Gal. 1:11, 12 preclude the possibility of a growing insight 

into the Gospel for the Apostles?” 

 

LESSON XXXIV 

In Iconium and Lystra 

Acts 13:50-14:20a 

 

The Outline: 

I. In Iconium  13:50-14:5. 

 A. The Occasion of their coming hither.  The counter-measures and the intrigue of the 

Jews in Antioch.  1. How executed? Vs. 50.  a. Honorable women (women of social, worldly 

standing) are employed.  b. Were Jewish proselytes.  With their Jewish sympathies they could 

influence the civil rulers because of their social standing.  2. Result: a. Paul and Barnabas are 

persecuted and cast out of the borders of Antioch.  This did not at all daunt the spirit of the 

believers.  b. Paul and Barnabas shake off the dust from their feet against the rulers and Jews and 

depart for Iconium.  Nothing of their journey thither is related. 

 B.  Their Stay in Iconium  14:1-5.  1. They enter the Synagogue of the Jews.  Have 

great signal success and blessing.  Vss. 1, 2.  a. They spake with great and convicting power.  

“They spoke thus.”  b. “So that a great many believed both of Jews and Greeks.”  This roused 

antipathy on the part of the Jews.  They attempt to embitter the populace against Paul and 

Barnabas.  Must resort to slander, the very works of the devil.  Thus it is always.  2.  They abode 

here for some time.  (Possibly six months) Vss. 3, 4.  a. They spoke boldly, in spite of slander 

and evil report.  And that in faith upon the Lord’s promise and power; The Lord Jesus, who 

spoke to Paul on the way to Damascus will ever give the victory.  b. This Lord here signally 



reveals Himself.  Testifies of Himself.  1- Adds His Sign of authority to the Apostles Word.  2- 

This word here proclaimed the “Word of faith that overcomes all opposition.”  Indeed this is 

continuation from the Lord of glory of His work begun in His humiliation.  c. The city is divided.  

Some with Paul and some with the Jews.  Christ’s sword had made division.  3.  Their departure.  

Vss. 5, 6.  a. Occasion.  Paul and Barnabas learn of a tumult and assault that will be attempted 

against them.  Mobbing of the apostles was planned by the Jewish and Gentile unbelievers.  b. 

Hence they fled for the second time, and now to Lystra.  Lystra was in Lycoania and evidently 

outside of the local jurisdiction of Iconium. 

II. In Lystra vss. 6-20a. 

 A. The General Picture.  1.  The duration of their stay.  It must have been more than a 

passing through; yet cannot have been long.  Both the text itself and the fury of the Jews lead us 

to this conclusion.  2.  No mention of a Jewish synagogue is made.  Conclusion?  a. That there 

were not a great many Jews in this city.  Even those who stone Paul came from elsewhere.  b. 

That Paul and Barnabas preached here on the street, marketplaces and at the gate of the city.  

This explains some of the details.  1- That Paul is represented as preaching to a one-man 

audience.  2- That this miracle was employed to attract notice.  Compare Acts 3:1-18.  Thus Paul 

receives an audience and what an opportunity to preach! 

 B. The Outstanding Event.  1. The event as such.  a. There is one man listening to 

Paul; possibly at the gate.  This man had faith to be saved. Vs. 9.  b. Paul tells him in a loud 

voice to stand up.  Instantly the man, born a cripple, walks.  Everyone here knew him; saw what 

had happened, and, also, that it had been accomplished through Paul.  2. This becomes the 

occasion of Paul preaching the gospel to a strictly Gentile audience.  a. This event is 

misinterpreted by the men of Lystra.  They say: the gods have come down to us in the likeness of 

man.  They are ready to sacrifice oxen.  b. Paul, learning of it sets them right.  a. Negatively they 

are not gods, but men even as they are.  But they have come to bring the message of salvation to 

them.  This message is: That they must repent.  Turn from vain idols to the living God.  c. About 

this God, Paul says: 1- That He is Creator of all things.  2- That heretofore He did not reveal 

Himself to them and all nations but left them to walk in their own ways.  (Compare Rom. 2:14-

16).  3- Yet even then He did not leave them without Witness of His divinity, power and eternal 

perfection.  (Gave them rain, fruitful seasons and joy in their hearts).  These gifts kept them in 

the judgment hall.  They are not without excuse.  3.  We do not read of any positive fruit.  But we 

may conclude that there was from other passages of Scripture: see Acts 16:1; II Tim. 3:11.  a. 

Timothy lived here.  Eunice his mother also.  b. In fact he became the great helper of Paul a year 

later. 

 C.  Departure, vss. 19, 20.  1. Occasion: a. Certain Jews from Antioch and Iconium 

came to Lystra.  The same evidently who in both places had stirred up the multitudes 

necessitating flight.  They stir up the multitude that first would sacrifice to Paul against him.  b. 

They stone Paul.  He is led (nay dragged) outside of the city.  They think that he is dead.  2. The 

actual departure: a. Paul revives.  The brethren stand around him.  (There had been fruit upon his 

labors).  b. Returns to the city.  Next day he departs to Derbe.  

Questions:  How far is it from Lystra to Derbe?  How could Paul walk that distance 

without resting and healing of his wounds?  Did Paul later suffer much more for the Gospel’s 

sake?  Must we understand that Paul’s not dying of the stoning was miraculous?  When we feel 

that we do much for the Kingdom’s sake is it salutary to read: II Cor. 11:16-33?  Is “not leaving 

the heathen without witness from heaven” identical to: “an attitude of grace and love”?  How do 



the exponents of Common Grace interpret this passage?  Why did not Paul preach a “good old 

whosoever will gospel” here?  Is his approach the same here as in the Jewish Synagogue? 

Suggestions:  In the “question box”: What are the “Marks of the Lord Jesus” in Gal. 

6:17? 

An Essay: “The Knowledge that the Heathen have of God.” 

A Debate: “Resolved, that there is no Gracious Manifestation of God Apart from Christ’s 

Sacrifice.” 

 

LESSON XXXV 

In Derbe and the Return to Antioch 

Acts 14:21b-28 

 

I. In Derbe vss. 20b-21.  Very brief statement. 

 A.  Who went.  1. Paul and Barnabas went.  2. We read of no persecution.  Did the 

Jews keep on thinking for a while that Paul was dead? 

 B. Their labors there: 1. They preached the gospel there.  Possibly the same sermon as 

in Antioch.  Surely not a different Gospel, for then even Paul would be Anathema.  Gal. 1:1-3.  

2.  Disciples many; many believed.  Why so little related by Luke? 

II. Return to Antioch of Assyria. 

 A. The route taken by them.  1. Not the one taken by Paul as recorded in Acts 15.  2.  

But back through the same cities: Derbe, Lystra, Iconium, Antioch of Pisidia, Attalia and 

Antioch of Syria. 

 B.  Purpose: 1. To establish the individual believers: the following points are touched 

upon: a. General statement: The disciples’ souls were strengthened.  b. They are told: 1-To 

persevere in the faith.  2-That affliction is necessary to enter the Kingdom.  2. To appoint elders 

in the several churches: a. By the laying on of hands.  Together they seek strength from God in 

prayer.  b. And Paul bids them farewell, commending them to the Lord—who walks in the midst 

of the churches—upon whom they had put their trust. 

III. Actual arrival in Antioch of Syria: vss. 26-28. 

 A. This was the point from which they had departed.  The first circuit is complete. 

 B. Paul reports.  How much there is to report.  Maybe far more than is told by Luke in 

Acts.  1. The whole church is gathered together for the occasion.  What vital interest shown.  2.  

Two points related to the church.  a. What things God had done for them.  This is the more 

personal side.  b. How God had opened the door of faith to the Gentiles.  “Faith” was the door.  

Exactly as Paul had preached in this journey.  And the results proved it.  3. Paul and Barnabas 

evidently rest from their strenuous labors.  But the Wind of the Spirit would soon move them on. 

Questions: Did the enemies on Paul’s heels serve the cause they were opposing?  I Cor. 

1:18-21?  Could you point this out in each step of the way in this missionary circuit?  Is this true 

of the history of the entire church?  Would the great truths of Christendom have been formulated 

in such clarity without the denial of unbelievers?  Can the enemy claim any credit for his work?  

Why did Paul tell the churches: That we must enter the Kingdom through much affliction?  From 

which corner were the people of God afflicted here?  Could Paul say of himself “Your fellow-

partaker of the suffering of Christ?”  From what motive does God make His people to suffer?  

Phil. 1:29.  What is the attitude of God’s children because of this suffering as the way into the 

Kingdom?  Rom. 5:3-5. 

Suggestions: 



1. Debate: Resolved: That Acts 13:38, 39 does not Conflict with James 2:14-26. 

2. Essay: The “Open Door” of Missionary Activity according to Scripture. 
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