
To Our Boys in Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema  

 

 
May 20, 1943 

Dear fellows:-- 

 Here in Grand Rapids the weather is still chilly, and we have had considerable rain the 

last few weeks, so that the farmers hereabouts cannot be in the field to sow their seed.  From 

other parts of the country we hear of cloud bursts, swollen rivers, flooded farmlands, crops 

destroyed.  And so we are forcibly reminded that man may plan, and also boast much of raising 

the biggest crop in history, but that God is the Lord, and that the counsels of men are vain.  And 

although this may be a cause of worry and fear to an ungodly and vainly boasting world, is 

always is a source of much comfort to the people of God, and should be such to you fellows, 

wherever you are, and whatever your way and lot may be.  For all things work together for good 

to them that love God! May you richly experience the truth of this! Such is always our prayer in 

your behalf. 

 And that the Lord hears our, and also your, prayers, I was glad to notice from your letters.  

I received several of them since my last general epistle in Beacon Lights.  I like to get letters 

from you.  And remember, I never fail to answer them, not by a mimeographed generality, but by 

an individual letter.  So, let me have more of them! 

 More than one letter I received lately contained a question, which is probably of general 

interest to you, and which, though I sent a personal reply to the inquirers, I will answer also 

through this channel.  The question is whether I would advise our boys in the service, though not 

in their own church, to partake of communion when opportunity presents itself, either in some 

other church, or in the camp.  And my answer is, first of all, that under ordinary circumstances it 

would, of course, not be proper to accept an invitation to “open communion.”  And even under 

your extraordinary conditions in the service you will have to use discretion.  Nevertheless, if 

communion is served in the proper way, that is, according to the Scriptures, to celebrate the 

atoning death of our Lord Jesus Christ; and if you feel the need of partaking, and should, 

perhaps, feel as if you were denying your Lord by abstaining, you certainly may feel that you are 

in the Lord’s way, when you take your place with them that love the Lord, and commemorate 

His death at the table of communion.  And so, my advice is: partake, but use your discretion. 

 Perhaps, you have some other problems of a more or less general nature.  If so, I will be 

glad to serve you with advice through Beacon Lights, if you will but present them.  

 As ever, your friend and brother, 

  H. Hoeksema 

 

Lincoln, Nebraska 

June 11, 1943 

Dear Fellows: 

 This time I am writing form the Middle West, from the capitol of Nebraska, the center of 

a rich farming community.  On the Middle West it is especially that the eyes of our government 

are hopefully fixed, for it is from its corn and wheat fields that the crops are expected, so sorely 

needed for our own sustenance, and for the nourishment of a large part of the entire world. 



 How times have changed in a few years! We all remember that only a few years ago the 

return of economic prosperity was sought in the way of limitation and wanton destruction of 

crops and live stock.  It was, I believe, in this very state of Nebraska that farmers emptied their 

trucks loaded with precious wheat, spilling it on the highway, and shouting: “To h… with the 

wheat!” because they could not obtain a sufficient price for it.  But today we are hoping for the 

largest crop in the history of our country, and the farmers must produce all they can. 

 Nor are the prospects for those that have their hope fixed on fertile fields and human 

efforts any too bright.  Everywhere the rains have been so abundant that the fields are soaked and 

the lower parts of the land are inundated by the swollen rivers.  Many farmers replanted their 

corn three times already, while others were not even able to begin planting.  And according to a 

well known radio commentator, it is estimated that the corn and wheat crops will fall hundreds of 

millions of bushels short of last year’s crop. 

 The point I want to make is that those that trust in things, and in the wisdom and power of 

man, are always put to shame, whether in times of prosperity or of depression. God is not in all 

their thoughts, and yet, God will not be mocked, and He will not give His glory to another! 

 Blessed are they who on the living God rely! They are never put to shame.  And this does 

not mean that their way is always smooth, and that prosperity in the earthly sense is theirs, but it 

does mean that they always have peace, and that God in Christ causes all things to work for their 

salvation. 

 And that is, after all, true prosperity! 

 May that confidence and that prosperity by yours! 

  As ever your friend, 

   H. Hoeksema 
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