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 There is an hour of temptation coming upon the world. 

 An hour which will involve all mankind, for it is coming with the purpose of trying the 

inhabitants of the earth as in a refiner’s fire. 

 When that dread hour comes all with be cast in the crucible; no one will escape.  The 

dross will be separated from the gold, and the gold will be refined from every alloy.  The wicked 

and the upright will be set apart, and the righteous will be prepared to appear without spot or 

blemish before the face of God. 

 An hour of fiery trial which is certainly coming, for the Lord of glory has sent a personal 

message to His Church as she dwells in the midst of this world, warning her of its coming.  We 

have this message recorded in the third chapter of the book of Revelation, the tenth verse.  It 

reads: Because thou hast kept the word of my patience, I also will keep thee from the hour of 

temptation, which shall come upon the world, to try them that dwell on the earth. 

 The particular hour to which Jesus has reference is no doubt, an hour that will make its 

appearance toward the end of the history of this present time. 

 In other parts of Scripture we are told to expect the appearance of Antichrist, the man of 

sin, whose mark every man on earth must bear if he intends to ply his business or buy bread for 

his table and clothing for his back.  In those days the apostasy in the Church will be great, hearts 

will wax cold, and men will prove to be lovers of self more than lovers of God.  The thoughts of 

many hearts will be revealed and the evil impulses that lie hidden under a cloak of piety and 

refinement will be exposed.  Then the Church and the world will be clearly drawn, leaving no 

doubt who belongs to the part of the Lord and who does not.  But the Church will undergo a 

persecution, the like of which this world has never known.  

 Yet, even though we are told to expect a very definite hour of tribulation toward the end 

of time, the omens of that hour are always evident in all the history of the Church. There is no 

time whatsoever in which the Church is entirely free from trial.  In fact, no individual Christian 

escapes his hour of temptation at some significant and crucial moment in his life.  Nor do we 

know how often we will be called to personally pass through such an hour.  This is certain, that 

our young men in service are, without exception, passing through just such an hour now. 

 Let none of us fail to realize it when the hour of temptation strikes. 

 When Jesus sends this warning to His church He also adds a note of comfort bearing the 

positive assurance of their absolute safety in this hour. 

 The very fact that it is referred to as an ‘hour’ shows that it lasts but a comparatively 

short time.  An hour is never long in comparison with a day, a month or a year.  By the same sign 

our present affliction never lasts very long, particularly not in comparison with that eternal glory 

that awaits us.  After this short night there dawns an eternal day. 

 Besides that, an hour is always a period determined by God, both as to the time when it 

shall commence and when it shall end.  What an inexpressible comfort it always proves to the 

Church to know that all things are governed by His providence, so that not a hair can fall from 

our heads without the will of the heavenly Father.  No temptations can befall us except those sent 

to us by God, in God’s own time, and in God’s own manner.  The fire never burns hotter than 

God causes it to burn, the devil never is stronger than God gives him power to be, and the 



temptation is never more severe than God intends it to be.  Nor does it last a moment longer than 

the time allotted to it in the wisdom of God. 

 Looking at temptation from that aspect it is always a God-sent trial to purge us from our 

sin and to cause our faith to stand froth as purified by fire.  Every battle makes us more 

dependent on God’s grace, every victory the more fit to meet a mightier foe.  The trial or our 

faith teaches us patience, and patience causes the hope of eternal life to grow within us.  That 

hope will not be disappointed, but will be fully realized when we enter into the glories of the life 

to come. 

 Jesus Himself guards and keeps His own from the hour of temptation.  This does not 

mean, as you realize at once, that the true believer will never see temptation nor trial.  That 

would be contrary to all the plain teachings of Scripture, for it is one of the proofs that we are the 

sons of God that God deals with us as sons.  For what father, so the author of Hebrews asks, does 

not chastise his son? So God chastises those whom He loves.  The believer is certainly led by 

God into temptation, but he is not forsaken in the temptation.  For Jesus Himself, the Lord of 

Glory, jealously guards and protects him in the midst of temptation, and delivers him out of it. 

“I” saith the Lord, “will keep thee from the hour of temptation which shall come upon the 

world.” The world perishes, the elect are saved. 

 

At thy right hand, though thousands die 

No harm shall unto thee come nigh; 

But thou secure, unharmed, shalt see 

What wicked men’s reward shall be. 

 

 Yet, the assurance that Christ will guard us in the midst of every temptation can only be 

ours if we remain faithful to His Word.  He gives His promise only after He has said: “Because 

thou hast kept the Word of My patience.” 

 That Word is none other than the Word of God, which we have in the Scriptures.  It 

always warns the believer of the cross he must bear and the battle he must fight, of the trials he 

must experience and the patience he must practice.  That Word exhorts us to be patient, but also 

works patience in our hearts through the Spirit working in us.  It is not only necessary to carry 

that Word with us wherever we go, but also to make use of it as our daily meat and drink unto 

life eternal. 

 Only by jealously guarding that Word, loving it, cherishing it, reading it, eating and 

drinking it, will we be kept from the hour of trial  Christ works His salvation in us and through 

us.  He causes us to believe and gives us the power to believe, but we do the believing.  He gives 

us grace and strength to fight the battle of faith against all the powers of darkness, but we do the 

fighting.  We are kept by the power of God, it is true, but we are only kept by the power of God 

through faith, which means Christ works in us.  And Christ works this faith in us by means of the 

Word. 
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