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Dear Fellows:-- 

 Thanks for the letters.  They are always very interesting to me not only because they 

contain information concerning your present environment and way of life, but especially because 

they generally strike a sound spiritual note.  And that is very encouraging.  For it is a proof that 

the Lord is hearing our prayers concerning you, and that He gives you grace to be faithful.   

 I will quote from a couple of letters I received from “the land down under” a few 

sentences of special interest. Louis Sytsma writes from “somewhere in Australia” that “during 

the past few months many strange and thrilling experiences have taken place…. I have learned 

through correspondence that a few of the fellows I know are now temporarily incapacitated due 

to recent engagements…  I have not much knowledge regarding the churches and church life of 

the Australian people, but obviously the populace here considers the Sabbath not only a day of 

rest and worship, but also a period of recreation.  Speaking of our own people, I believe it is safe 

to say that many of us don’t appreciate enough the blessings of being able to attend a sound 

church every Sunday, and as civilians we merely take these blessings for granted… It does seem 

as though I see things differently.  It is as if I were living in another world, a pretty big, serious 

world.  I makes the world I have lived in all my life seem awfully small, and a good many things 

that I thought were quite important seem rather unimportant to me now.”  Ralph Meyer writes 

that he is glad “to be back in the homeland for a while” (he means Australia) for it seems quite a 

relief not to have to crawl on your stomach through the jungles “to avoid flying lead.”  The 

brother enjoyed a period of rest from fighting in New Guinea. 

 And so we learn that you fellows in the service, and especially those of you who are 

abroad and see real war, begin to see things in a new perspective.  Things look different to you 

now than when you were at home.  What seemed big things now look small.  And this is only 

natural.  And, with a view to many things your new way of seeing things is probably far more 

correct than the old way.  If only we bear in mind that there are many things that never change 

their value, and that, no matter what the perspective, always remain the same.  They are the 

eternal things of God’s Word and Kingdom.  Christ is the same today, yesterday, and forever! 

The world may be shaken to its very foundations, He, of Whose cross and resurrection we are 

especially reminded this very week, never changes.  And the truth in Him is a firm and abiding 

foundation.  May your hope and confidence always be in Him! 

   Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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