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 Worthy of brief comment is the passing of our beloved Rev. W. Verhil.  It is not our 

purpose to write a eulogy; we simply wish to make a few comments.  Rev. Verhil was one of the 

first to graduate from our own theological seminary.  He is also the first of our ministers to be 

called away by the hand of death.  No doubt the news of his death came as a shock to all that 

knew him and they are many.  It seems as though we hadn’t given much thought to the fact that a 

thing like this could happen.  That those things can happen, yes, we all know that.  Death is not 

strange, it is not something unusual.  But it just never occurred to us that it would happen.  We 

take life for granted: we do that with a view to ourselves and also to others.  Yes, when a person 

has become rather old, when he is well along in years, then we expect these things.  But that was 

not the case with Rev. Verhil.  May his death remind us that there is but a very narrow line 

between life and death: it takes but a moment to cross it.  And that is not simply true with a view 

to the aged but applies equally well to the youth. 

 As churches we mourn the loss of our beloved brother. 

 May the Lord of all grace comfort the family and also the congregation where he was 

serving.  And may we all find strength in the unquestionable fact that our God does all things 

well.  Also these things are for our good. 

 

Women in Industry 

 

 One of the signs of the times that has been produced by this war is that of women taking 

over the work that was always done by men.  In almost every branch of industry one finds 

women doing the work of men.  Our country was not the first to do this, nor are women 

employed in men’s labor here in the U.S. to the same extent as they are in other countries.  In 

Russia, for example, women work on boats and ships and are listed as regular crew members. 

 This unusual condition of men and women working side by side has resulted in problems 

of a moral character.  That is especially the case with a view to married men.  More than once we 

have read about such a problem and the companies employing men and women will readily 

admit that this problem exists.  A certain news article ends with the following paragraph: 

  

 “This isn’t a new problem in industry,” one plant executive explained.  “Plants which 

always have employed men and women always have had it to some extent.  Scores of plants 

which never employed women before are forced to do so now, and thousands of women, who 

never worked have taken war jobs.  When a man finds himself working on a machine next to a 

pretty girl—well, the opportunity to get acquainted is there.” 

 

 This situation presents a danger to Christian young men and women.  It is so easy to 

strike up an acquaintance with someone of the opposite sex that may result in much grief.  We 

have seen in the past where someone who was “sure of themselves” and “knew exactly what they 

wanted” fell head over heel sin love with someone they knew practically nothing about.  Our 



Christian men and women should not assume the “sure of myself” attitude and think that they 

cannot be deceive.  Nor should they assume that they have complete control of themselves so 

that they can say “so far and no farther.”  The young lady who has a date with a man whom she 

knows is not a Christian has taken the first step in a dangerous way.  She has no right to imagine 

that she can do as she pleases and can stop when she wants to.  She is playing with fire.  And 

above all, the young lady who does such a thing has no right to think she will be able to convert 

her unbelieving friend or husband.   

 These things cannot be overemphasized.  Especially is that true now when so many of our 

Christian young women are entering the various factories.  Let those who contemplate an action 

of this nature look at those who have done that before them.  And let them not think that it will 

be different with them.  Remember that our strength is weakness.  In all the temptations of life 

with which we so often find ourselves surrounded, there is only one power that can cause us to 

persevere and that is the power of God’s grace.   

 Let us as young people not fail to realize this fact. 

 And let us seek help at the throne of grace that we may be found faithful to Him Who 

bought us with His Own Blood. 
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