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 “His eye is on the sparrow—And I know He watches me.” 

 Of the many varieties of sparrows, the imported English sparrow is the most numerous.  

Being a member of the finch family, it is related to the canary, which it resembles rather closely, 

except for color.  If you stop to consider that it was first introduced into the United States in 1869 

(only 75 years ago) you will wonder why it multiplied so rapidly.  Various factors account for 

this: it produces several broods per season, it is extremely vicious and thus maintains its species 

in spite of competitors: but the most significant reason is the fact that its natural enemies, which 

were present in Europe, are not found here, and, therefore enabling these birds to increase with 

astonishing rapidity.  Formerly, many states placed bounties on them, but, today, some states 

enforce laws protecting them because of their valuable consumption of weed seeds.  

 In 1886 the state of Pennsylvania placed a bounty on hawks and owls, resulting in the 

extermination of 125,000 during a period of eighteen months.  At that time, approximately 

$90,000 was paid in bounties to save $2,000 worth of chickens.  In the meantime, field mice 

abounded, as their natural enemies were being destroyed.  Very surprised was the public, when 

the statistics were released for $2,000 worth of chickens actually cost the people $90,000 in 

bounties plus $4,000,000 damage to the grain caused by the field mice. 

 Another interesting phase of bird study is “nesting.” Generally, bird nests are classified 

into three groups: those built on the ground, in banks, or in trees and shrubs.  Of the first class 

the ostrich is of special significance.  In their natural habitat, the desert, the male is escorted by 

several females, who all lay their eggs in the same hollow in the sand.  During the day, the eggs 

are kept warm by the sun’s rays, but at night the faithful father bird maintains the necessary 

temperature for incubation.  However, in captivity ostriches are usually paired, and the female 

sits on the eggs during the day, while the male keeps vigil in the hours of darkness.  Each egg 

weighs about three pounds: they are a delicacy to the African natives, who use the thick 

hardened shells for cups and bowls.  Another peculiar bird of central Africa, lays its eggs in a 

heap of decaying leaves, the decomposition of which furnishes the necessary heat for the 

incubation period.  And one of our common ground nesters—the turkey—conceals her eggs by 

scattering leaves over them when she leaves the nest in search for food.  Other familiar birds in 

the class are the pheasants, quails, “kill-dear,” herons, etc. 

 Belonging to the second group are those who build their nests in banks such as petrels, 

swallows, kingfishers, and sand martins.  Excavations have revealed that some kingfishers built 

tunnels 5 or 6 feet long as entrance ways to their enlarged nests, which have been found to be 

littered with the skeletons of many fish.  The petrel constructs a winding stairway descending to 

its nest, which is directly below the entrance. 

 The more familiar types of nests are those found in trees and shrubs.  They vary 

considerably in shape and structure, some requiring carpenters, other masons, and still others 

weavers.  In south-western United States, the ivory billed woodpecker hollows a place for his 

nest in the trunk of a living tree.  His hammering sounds very realistic as this carpenter picks 

little cavities into the sides of his nest, where he stores his food supply-nuts.  On the other hand, 

the eave-swallow—a mason by trade—gathers particles of clay and cements them together to 

form his abode under the eaves of some high barn or home.   



 One of the weavers known as the tailor-bird selects a large leaf, the ends of which it sews 

together by means of its beak with small fibers found in the woods.  This con-shaped encasement 

is them filled with a soft cotton material which it gathers, providing a cozy shelter for the young.  

Another member of this group is the weaver-bird, which is a native of India.  Two species of 

special interest are the social weaver, and the yellow weaver.  The former band together, and 

after selecting a suitable crotch formed by the union of several branches, they construct a 

common dome which they use as a roof.  Then, underneath this, they each build an individual 

nest.  In comparison, the nest of the yellow-weaver appears very solitary as it hangs suspended 

from a branch far out over the water: thus it is protected from most intruders.  Very skillfully, 

this weaver gathers grasses and assembles them into a bottle-shaped nest, hanging it in an 

inverted fashion, so that the opening is at the bottom.  

 Perhaps most of you have seen an oriole’s nest, a pouch-shaped structure swinging from 

some delicate branch.  Why was such a frail branch chosen?  Very wise was the mother bird 

when she cautiously searched for the site of her home.  Instinctively she avoided the larger and 

firmer limbs, which would enable such animals as squirrels and cats to prey upon her young.  

 Generally birds are very active and ambitious, but an exception is the cow bird, who 

lacks the energy to make a home of her own.  Instead, she watches her opportunity to invade the 

freshly-built nest of a yellow warbler.  During the brief absence of the owner, the cow bird lays 

her eggs among the other eggs.  Upon returning, the discerning warbler immediately notices the 

strange addition, and commences to build a new story covering all the eggs.  Some instances are 

recorded of warblers building three story nests due to cow-bird invasion.  

 It is indeed wonderful that each of these feathered creatures is so miraculously guided by 

instinct that it is enabled to construct a home suitable to its own peculiar needs.  Very amazing is 

the fact that the young, although never having been taught by the parent birds, build the same 

type of nest year after year.  Characteristic of its particular species God’s providence surpassed 

human understanding.   

 Certainly, bird study is a comfort for all of us, especially when we think of Christ’s 

reference to fowls in His sermon on the mount. 

 “Behold the fowls of the air: for they sow not, neither do they reap, nor gather into barns; 

yet your Heavenly Father feedeth them.  Are ye not much better than they?” Matthew 6:26. 

 

 * * * * * * * 

 

And after April, when May follows,  

And the whitethroat builds, and all the swallows! 

Hark, where my blossom’d pear-tree in the hedge 

Leans to the field and scatters on the clover 

Blossoms and dewdrops—at the bent spray’s edge— 

That’s the wise thrush: he sings each song twice over, 

Lest you think he never could recapture 

The first fine careless rapture! 

And though the fields look rough with hoary dew, 

All will be gay when noontide wakes anew 

The buttercups, the little children’s dower 

-Far brighter than this gaudy melon-flower! 

 Robert Browning 
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