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Outline 30 

MANASSEH’S WICKEDNESS AND REPENTANCE 

2
nd

 week of May 

 

II Chronicles 33:11-13—Wherefore the Lord brought upon them the captains of the host of the 

king of Assyria, which took Manasseh among the thorns and bound him with fetters, and carried 

him to Babylon.  And when he was in affliction, he besought the Lord his God, and humbled 

himself greatly before the God of his father, and prayed unto him: and he was entreated of him, 

and heard his supplication, and brought him again to Jerusalem into his kingdom.  Then 

Manasseh knew that the Lord, He was God.  

 “Remember thy Creator in the days of thy youth”.  Thus Solomon the wise king enjoins 

youth.  The vitality, enthusiasm and zeal of youth ought to be employed to the glory of God.  

Because of the appeal and power of sin youth may easily be tempted to stray.  Youth is an 

important period of life; it is the time life’s choices are made—the choices which in after-life we 

merely live out.  What is lost in youth cannot easily be regained, what is done cannot easily be 

undone.  A wasted youth even though conversion later takes place, leaves its stamp upon one’s 

after life.  The consequences of youth’s deeds follow us throughout life, e.g. an evil marriage in 

youth means that we will be burdened with its consequences.  

 The illustration of Manasseh seems to illustrate very pointedly the above assertion.  It is 

partly with this in view that we treat of Manasseh’s wickedness and his repentance. 

 

HIS GREAT WICKEDNESS 

 

 The Bible both in the book of Kings (II Kings 21:1-18) and in the book of Chronicles (II 

Chron. 33) gives a description of Manasseh and his acts that declare him to have been a very 

wicked king during the large part of his reign.  Although only twelve years old when he ascended 

Judah’s throne, he seems at once to have departed from the good ways of his father Hezekiah and 

to have gone into ways of sin.  Absolutely nothing good is said of him.  The whole picture of his 

reign from its very beginning to his conversion (which seems to have been late in his life) is that 

of a very godless king. 

 So godless was he that Scripture says, “He did that which was evil in the sight of the 

Lord, like unto the abominations of the heathen, whom the Lord had cast out before the children 

of Israel.”  This description is most telling.  It means his wickedness exceeded that of the kings 

of the northern kingdom who walked “in the sin of Jeroboam who made Israel to sin” (referring 

to the worship of the golden calves at Bethel and Dan), it exceeded that of the kings of Israel and 

those of his predecessors in Judah who walked in the ways of Ahab.  His wickedness only 

compares with the sin of the heathen who inhabited Canaan before the children of Israel: in other 

words, it was sin in its full measure. 

 The Bible informs us wherein this great wickedness consisted.  It tells us: A. That he 

rebuilt the high places Hezekiah had broken down and reared up altars for Baalim, and rebuilt 

the groves. b. He also introduced the worship of the host of heaven, perhaps star-worship. c. 

What no king before him had dared to do, he did: he built altars for the host of heaven in the very 



temple of God itself. d. Besides, he caused his children to pass thru the fire (Moloch worship), 

which means that he sacrifices some of his children to Moloch. e. Further, he observed times, 

enchantments and all sorts of witchcraft, against which God has so emphatically warned Israel.  

f. Yes, he even set up a carved image, an idol, in the house of God. g. Add to this that the book 

of Kings says that he filled Jerusalem with the blood of the saints, from one end to another.  

Tradition says Isaiah was sawn asunder by this king.  What an array of godlessness! 

 Neither can any excuse be offered for this wickedness.  First of all, Manasseh must have 

known the way of God very well.  Hezekiah had opposed all idolatry and sought the Lord with 

all his heart.  Manasseh deliberately changed the religious policies of Judah’s royal house.  When 

he became king everything was in his favor to fear God and continue the good work of his God-

fearing father.  It would have been only deliberate wickedness that motivated Manasseh to turn 

Judah to sin.  Secondly, vss. 10 and 18 of II Chron. 33 clearly state that Manasseh was repeatedly 

warned by the prophets of God.  These warnings left him the more without excuse.  The accusing 

prophets he silenced with execution.  From all this it is evident that knowledge is not virtue, and 

that it is not enough to know the way.  One must desire it and love it, which Manasseh did not. 

 

HIS SINCERE REPENTANCE 

 

 Manasseh was surely an elect child of God, a vessel of mercy ordained unto life.  We 

gather this from the fact that God brought Manasseh to repentance.  God brings his own to 

repentance in the day of His power.  The Lord brought this wicked king to his knees.  However, 

it was a hard and bitter way in which the Lord led him.  In cases of gross wickedness, in cases 

where covenant children depart from the Lord and walk in great sin, it is usually along a hard 

and difficult way that they are brought to repentance.  God brought this man in fetters to 

Babylon.  Why the Assyrian king came against him and led him away at this time is hard to say, 

but God’s purpose is quite evident.  Neither do we know how long this king was in captivity, 

whether for a few months or even years, but we do know that in captivity Manasseh came to 

himself and humbled himself deeply before his God. 

 That Manasseh’s repentance was sincere, I take it, is evident from the following: 1. He 

humbled himself deeply before the God of his fathers.  In captivity his early training (God of his 

fathers) lived before his mind as never before and took on a new meaning.  He humbled himself 

before his God. There was sorrow after God, and such sorrow is true and lasting repentance. 2. 

His prayer shows sincere repentance.  True repentance issues in prayer, it seeks God, implores 

His mercy and asks forgiveness.  Manasseh thus prayed “for God was entreated of him”.  God 

does not hear the prayer of the wicked and unrepentant.  3. His after-life proves it.  True 

repentance implies a change of heart and life; it brings forth fruits of gratitude and newness of 

life.  Manasseh’s after-life as king in Jerusalem shows an earnest attempt to undo what he had 

done and to do what was pleasing in God’s eyes.  Read vss. 15-17. 

 

ITS PERMANENT SIGNIFICANCE 

 

 There is, first of all, a profound warning here; a warning to seek God early.  The lesson is 

not at all; as some would imply that everyone must experience such a shocking conversion as 

Manasseh experienced.  David did not, Timothy did not.  Neither is it by any means ideal.  To 

grow up from childhood in the fear of God is the norm in the sphere of the covenant, and the 

ideal.  The case of Manasseh is a warning to seek God early.  His way was far from desirable.  It 



was a terrible way in which he was brought to his knees.  And it is quite evident that what 

Manasseh had so long done evilly he was unable after his conversion to undo and mend.  His son 

Amon was a wicked king from the outset, and was very likely brought up before Manasseh’s 

conversion.  When Manasseh was converted it was too late to train his children in the right way.  

Besides, Judah had been led on the wrong way so far, that Manasseh’s few remaining years as 

king could not right what had been done.  As a matter of fact the Scripture lets the emphasis fall 

upon the wickedness of his reign—the large part of his life had been amiss.  Manasseh’s 

helplessness to undo what he had so deliberately done must have been a source of deep sorrow 

and grief for him.  But isn’t this often the case with those who lead lives of forthright wickedness 

for a long time? The evil they have done brings consequences that remain to the end.  What a 

warning to seek God early. 

 However, there is here also a glorious testimony to God’s great grace.  Certainly God’s 

grace is able to change the most wicked. And he does.  He does it in grace, and grace along.  By 

grace Manasseh was saved, not of works.  

QUESTIONS: How old was Manasseh when he became king? Does his youth excuse his 

wickedness? Mention various evils of which Scripture says Manasseh was guilty? Does 

repentance mean that the consequences of former sins do not follow in later life? Prove that 

Manasseh’s conversion was sincere and true repentance? 

 

Outline 31 

THE CONVERSION OF LYDIA 

3
rd

 week of May 

 

Acts 16: 14, 15.—And a certain woman named Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 

which worshipped God, heard us; whose heart the Lord opened, that she attended unto the things 

which were spoken by Paul. 

 And when she was baptized, and her household, she besought us, saying, If ye have 

judged me to be faithful to the Lord, come into my house, and abide there.  And she constrained 

us. 

 “The Lord our God build up His church. He seeks her wandering sons.” Thus one of our 

Psalter numbers so beautifully says, and thus it is indeed.  This fact receives emphasis also in the 

book of Acts, for Luke there emphasizes what Christ from heaven continued to do for His church 

and in His church through His servants the apostles and by His Spirit.  It is the Son of God who 

builds up His Church and gathers her sons and daughters.   

 Paul must have realized this very well.  For, first of all, while it had been his intention to 

visit the churches established on his first journey in Asia Minor and seek to strengthen them by 

further labors in the vicinity of those churches, the Lord did not allow it.  When Paul assayed to 

go into Bithynia, the Spirit forbade it.  Finally Paul and his company came to Troas on the sea, 

and everywhere the Spirit had made it known to Paul that he might not labor there.  Yet Paul had 

intended to.  Now he had come to the coast of Asia Minor, and was at the coast of Asia Minor, 

and was at a loss what to do.  Then the Lord sent him the vision of the Macedonian man with the 

injunction, “Come over into Macedonia and help us”.  Paul correctly understood that God called 

him to cross the sea and invade the continent of Europe with the gospel of Christ.  While he had 

intended to labor closer at home, God wanted him to go farther away.  It was in Europe that the 

Lord wanted Paul to labor—man proposes, but God disposes.  And Paul went.  



 Furthermore, that the Lord builds up His church and seeks His wandering sons, is made 

clear by the conversion, first of Lydia and later of the jailer, the two families that became the 

nucleus of the strong church at Philippi, the first Christian church in Europe.   

 It is Lydia’s conversion that interests us in this outline.  

 

THE CHARACTER OF HER CONVERSION 

 

 It was Paul’s adopted custom always to begin his labors among the Jews first, and so in 

this instance he had gone to the riverside where the few Jews of that city were gathered.  It seems 

there were not enough Jews in the colonial city to possess a synagogue, for the gathering was 

held here at the riverside.  Paul only found a group of women gathered there, and he sat down in 

their midst and informally reasoned with them preaching Jesus the Christ.  This seemingly 

unimportant little gathering was the most important meeting ever held in Europe, for it was the 

beginning of the Christian church there.   

 Among these women was a certain Lydia, a seller of purple, of the city of Thyatira, 

which worshipped God.  This latter clause, “which worshipped God” means that she was a 

proselyte, i.e. a heathen that had embraced the fear of God.  She hailed from Thyatira, a city of 

Asia Minor, which was the center of the cloth dyeing industry.  A seller of purple she was, 

comparable to a seller of rich fur garments in our day.  Undoubtedly a widow making her own 

living, and apparently a successful business woman since she constrained Paul and his company 

to live off her hospitality as long as they labored in Philippi.  Had she been a poor woman the 

apostle and his company certainly would not have burdened her by accepting her hospitality.  

 This woman, this woman alone, was converted under the preaching of Paul that day. 

 How must we view her conversion? What kind of a conversion was it? We can speak of 

temporary faith, and apparent conversion, and of a genuine conversion in a narrower or in a 

broader sense.  In a broader sense it includes the process of sanctification that continues all our 

life, while in the narrower sense it refers to the breaking through of the new life into more or less 

clear consciousness for the first time.  But we may also speak of conversion from the Old 

Testament to the New Testament.  Such a conversion is not found today.  During the days of 

Christ’s sojourn on earth and immediately after, there were God-fearing Jews who lived as 

though the Christ had not yet come.  They feared God as in the Old Testament, without knowing 

that the promise of God had been fulfilled.  At the time of Pentecost many of such Jews became 

converted to the Christ and from the Old Testament to the New Testament fullness.  It is 

undoubtedly in the latter sense that Lydia’s conversion must be construed.  The text mentions 

that she worshipped God prior to her conversion; this means she was a proselyte and feared God 

without yet knowing the Christ prior to Paul’s preaching.  That day she embraced Jesus as the 

promised Messiah, and so vs. 15 speaks of “being faithful to the Lord,” i.e. to the Christ. 

 

THE MANNER OF HER CONVERSION 

 

 Notice, “whose heart the Lord opened.”  In these words Luke ascribes all the glory to 

God.  He does not say, “Paul convinced her,” or even simply, “she believed,” but specifically, 

“whose heart the Lord opened.”  Luke sees the Christ gathering the sons and daughters of his 

church. 

 Not the following: a. The Lord opened her heart, the heart from which are the spiritual 

issues of life. B. He opened her heart, which implies that it was closed and needed as the word 



suggests, to be “cracked open.” C. The Lord did it, i.e. the Christ.  D. Opened her heart, i.e. not 

of all but hers, free sovereign grace. 

 Perhaps you ask, but if Lydia really feared God as an Old Testament believer prior to her 

conversion here, was not her heart already opened? The answer must be a simple yes.  But as far 

as the fulfillment of the gospel is concerned, that Jesus is the Christ, her heart needed to be 

opened to it.  After all, God must always every time anew open our hearts to receive the Word 

that is preached.   

 The effect of this inner spiritual operation was “that she attended to the things Paul 

spake.” This does not mean that God opened Lydia’s heart, and now Lydia on her part did not 

resist it and set this operation at naught.  That is Arminianism.  It means that due to those 

operations she willingly, by reason of them listened and received the Word of the Christ spoken 

by Paul.  Whoever heeds the Word of God does so because of the inner saving operations of the 

spirit of the Risen Lord.  

 

SIGNIFICANCE 

 

 What was the significance of this conversion? 

 For Lydia, that she and her household received the sign and seal of baptism, and salvation 

in all its New Testament glory came to her and her house.   

 For Paul, that God established his church in Europe.  It is true it was as yet only one 

family, but soon the second family (the jailer and his household) were added.  Paul rejoiced in 

the Lord, for the Lord had given him an open door. 

QUESTIONS: Who was Lydia? How did Paul happen to go to Europe? What does it mean that 

Lydia “worshipped God?” What does Arminianism teach as to man’s conversion? What is the 

sound Reformed view? Seeing only one woman was converted, was Paul’s work worthwhile that 

day? 

 

Outline 32 

REDEEMING THE TIME 

4
th

 Week of May 

 

Ephesians 5:15, 16—See then that ye walk circumspectly, not as fools, but as wise, redeeming 

the time, because the days are evil. 

 

REDEEM—WHAT? 

 

 This passage speaks of redeeming the time.  We are children of time, hemmed in on 

every side by time, and each fleeting moment brings its opportunity to utilize it to the highest 

possible end.  The word used here for time is translated in Galatians 6:10 “opportunity,” and it is 

from that viewpoint that the apostle views time.  Time carries us all on to the shores of eternity, 

but in the meantime it gives us opportunities of church attendance, catechism attendance, Bible 

reading, letting our light shine, etc. 

 Those opportunities must be redeemed, i.e. bought out, made full use of, and used to the 

best possible advantage.  In the days of childhood and youth there are opportunities to build for 

true manhood and we must not let them slip by.  On the Sabbath as long as we are at home we 



have the opportunity of using the means of grace, and we must take full advantage of them.  

When society meets, there is an opportunity to study God’s Word and to profit thereby.   

 

REDEEMED—HOW? 

 

 How must we redeem the time? Paul answers, Walk circumspectly. Our walk comprises 

our entire life in relation to God’s commandments.  It includes our inner life of thoughts and 

aspirations, our external deportment and behavior.  It includes our speech and conduct, our 

seeing and hearing: in short, all our life.  This must all be lived as before God’s face.  

Circumspectly means: exactly, carefully, strictly.  We must not stumble along, be dragged along, 

but walk carefully, filling our allotted time as God would have us, seeking the things above.   

 Therefore the apostle also adds, “not as fools but as wise.” Wisdom is the ability to seek 

the highest end and pursue the best possible ways and means to that end.  The business man, e.g., 

organizes his shop the best he knows how to attain success.  The farmer sows when it is time, 

where the seed will grow best, cultivates it when it is best, harvests at the right time, and knows 

when to sell.  The fool always does the wrong thing, and labors at the wrong time.  Spiritual 

wisdom is from above, and takes God and eternity into account, and utilizes the opportunities of 

life with God in view.  It is to such spiritual wisdom that the apostle exhorts us.  We are so often 

foolish, wasting precious moments and opportunities.  The foolish man uses his time foolishly, in 

the service of sin to his own destruction: the believer is only too often yet so foolish—he ought 

to be wise. 

 

REDEEM—WHY? 

 

“The days are evil.” That could be taken to mean that the best of this life is sorrow and 

trouble.  The meaning, however, is a bit other.  The apostle suggests that the days are spiritually 

evil, i.e. the world in which we move from day to day is filled with bitter enemies that would 

destroy our soul; the days are filled with temptations.  How true that is today! How well some of 

you realize it! 

 You must be armed, armed to the teeth.  Redeem the time. Walk circumspectly, and make 

the best possible use of your opportunities and time.  Serve God, put on the whole armor of God 

that you may stand.  Don’t be caught off guard. 
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