
To Our Boys In Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

March 20, 1943 

 

Dear Fellows:-- 

 As you may notice by the date of this letter, officially it is almost springtime.  But there is 

quite a difference, here in Grand Rapids at least, between the official time and the actual looks of 

things.  It looks a good deal more like winter than like spring.  A rather long and severe winter 

we had. I remember that we had our first snowstorm when I was working in Randolph, 

Wisconsin last fall.  And that was on the 27
th

 of September! And since that time, the Press stated 

the other day, the temperature hereabouts was never over fifty, and my thermometer registered 

below zero more than once.  And still spring is slow in coming.   

 But everything seems to be late this year.  Just think of it.  Easter falls on the 25
th

 of April 

this year! You know, of course, that the time of Easter differs every year, because it is calculated 

by the moon.  It always falls on the first Sunday after the first full moon after the equinox.  And 

this year the last full moon before the equinox happens to be on March 21, and the next full 

moon is on April 20.  And that puts Easter on April 25.  I believe that it never was so late since 

the year in which I was born, 1886, and in my lifetime it will never be so late again. 

 And so, Lenten season is late, the weeks the Church is accustomed to devote to a special 

commemoration of the suffering and death of our Saviour.  Do you hear of that suffering and 

atoning death of our Lord, too, in the camps, wherever you are? There seems to be an awful 

contrast and contradiction between that suffering of our Lord Jesus Christ, and the war-torn 

world of today.  He came to save from sin and death, but sin and death are rampant in our 

modern world more than ever.  He came to save us from the wrath of God, but God appears to be 

pouring out the vials of His wrath and judgment over a world that will have none of Him.  

Remember, however, that Christ died for His own, and that, while the His death and resurrection 

are the salvation of His word, they are also the judgment and condemnation of the world of sin 

over which the devil is prince.  And so, even while you are living in the midst of a world that 

seems to say that His death had no effect whatever, you may cling to Jesus crucified and raised, 

Who was delivered for our transgressions, and raised for our justification, and have in your 

hearts the peace that passeth all understanding, and that not even the world can take away from 

you. 

 May the Lord give you that peace! 

 More and more of our boys are leaving.  And always we remember them and you all in 

our prayers before the throne of grace! God bless you. 

  With love in the Lord, 

  Your friend, 

   Rev. H. Hoeksema. 
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