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Summary of War. 

 

 The last week of winter has seen allied positions definitely improved on one front and 

holding their own on others.  The renewed activity in the North African region gives promise of 

some real hard fighting in the near future.  We have been told that Russia was able to make its 

tremendous gains only through the sacrifice of many lives.  Therefore we can expect that we 

must face the same thing.  If we are to be victorious, we must take the offensive and drive the 

war in the face of all opposition.  That can be done only in the way of suffering great losses of 

men and materials. 

 This is the first spring in World War II that the Allies are holding the initiative and 

choosing the battlefields instead of awaiting with fear and trembling the next blow of the enemy.  

In the Tunisian sector the Americans have regained the ground that was lost but are now 

hindered by heavy rains that make tank-warfare virtually impossible.   

 In respect to the war in the south and southwest Pacific, our daily paper summarizes as 

follows, “In the south and southwest Pacific the war was fought entirely in the air, with General 

MacArthur’s fliers striking as many as 15 enemy bases in a single day and night.  The feature of 

these operations was the destruction of a Japanese submarine attempting to land supplies at Lae, 

indicating that the Japanese in northern New Guinea are in a serious plight since they lost the 22-

ship convoy in the Bismarck Sea early this month”.  This last statement is not to be taken to 

mean that the Japanese naval strength has been broken.  If one can rely upon the reports that are 

given out, we have been made to understand that with the ships that she has captured and those 

that have been made, Japan has the same amount of tonnage that she had before the war.  We 

should not forget that the Allies are doing but very little about stopping Japanese production of 

war material in this phase of the conflict.  This is due to the fact that we are fighting a holding 

war in the Pacific while concentrating on Germany. 

 Germany’s greatest strength lies in her submarine warfare.  German subs are taking their 

toll of victims and although much has been done to combat this menace, there is no doubt but 

what the wolf-pack will continue to strike hard blows at allied shipping. 

 

Oddity of War. 

 

Germany has protested to Japan because she allows Russian ships loaded with American 

lend-lease materials to pass unmolested thru the waters. Germany is indignant and rightfully so 

since Japan is her ally.  On the other hand, Japan has no desire to become involved in a war with 

Russia.  Consequently, Japan has shown no willingness to heed the German protest. 

 It just goes to show that in any war every ally thinks first about itself.  That’s just the way 

people are. 

  

The Home Front. 

 



 The war is making itself felt on the home front by way of the rationing of more 

foodstuffs.  In spite of the increase in rationed goods, the average American is still much better 

off than the average Briton.  The following article informs us to that effect: 

 

U.S. MENU STILL WORLD’S BEST 

 “Although the American housewife will get along on smaller supplies of canned foods 

this year than last, she will still be able to heap her market basket higher than shoppers in other 

countries.  This is particularly true with respect to the processed foods.   

 English rationing officials report that the English people have a tendency to eat “off the 

ration” as much as possible.  A similar tendency is expected here; that is, that American 

housewives will turn more and more to fresh fruits and vegetables, cereal dishes and other 

unrationed products to meet their dinner table needs.  In fact, a trend toward more home cooking 

has already been indicated in the rush for cook books reported by book-sellers in many American 

cities.  The British use dried milk and eggs (about 1 egg a week) and potatoes three times a day.  

They get only 14 ounces of meat and 2 ounces of butter a week.” 

 

Even at that, why should we complain about having to do with less? In the light of what 

many families are doing in sending their sons and husbands, to do with a little less food in order 

that they have the best, is little enough to ask of us.  It is not at all impossible that we shall be 

called upon to endure things much worse than that before this war is over.  Let us be thankful for 

the abundance which God still gives us and use it wisely in His service. 
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