
Popular Magazines 
Mrs. L. Doezema 

 

 

 Tons and tons of paper are converted into magazines every week and every month of the 

year.  Drug stores, cigar stores, and even some large grocery markets display hundreds of 

magazines of every sort.  When the new issues of these periodicals appear, children, adolescents, 

and adults crowd the racks to obtain the latest numbers.  Especially of some of the most popular 

magazines, enormous amounts of copies are sold each day.  What a great attraction they have for 

the public! Is there any danger connected with it? Is there any value in the reading of such 

periodicals? 

 There are many kinds of magazines and several varieties of each kind.  The discussion of 

religious magazines we will omit just now.  We all know our own religious papers and are 

undoubtedly acquainted with the periodicals put out by some other churches, and also are able to 

read those papers critically.  But religious papers are not found on the news racks and do not 

appeal to the public eye as do the magazines which we have in mind in this article.   

 Home magazines seem to have special attraction for many people.  The American Home 

and Better Homes and Gardens are examples of this kind.  These periodicals devote themselves 

strictly to pictures and articles about furniture, flowers, trees, and how to improve the house and 

yard; one can learn much from reading and studying them and a gardener can glean many 

valuable ideas from them.  There are also magazines which are a combination of home, garden, 

amusement, stories, and other things, and they are usually called women’s magazines. 

Delineator, Ladies Home Journal, Woman’s Home Companion and others would fall into this 

group.  Let us closely examine one of these papers.  The cover is always attractive, --some pretty 

scene or the face of a beautiful girl: the cover must be a good advertisement for the magazine.  

Behind the cover we will very likely have to page through some full-page advertisements of 

tooth-paste warning about “pink tooth-brush,” “unpleasant breath” or some other dire calamity.  

Then will appear a movie page or some beauty instructions, and then about ten pages or more of 

the beginning of stories or novels with parenthetical “continued on page so and so” on the 

bottom of each page and fitting illustrations of some dramatic scene in the story.  Titles as “Too 

Young to Know,” “Second Wife,” “Child of Divorce,” “Love Will Find a Way,” “Midsummer 

Madness,” and others appear in attractive print and boldly invite the reader to waste several 

hours.  At the conclusion of some stories is printed “continued in the next issue,” a clever way to 

sell out the next month’s magazines, for after beginning a thrilling story, the reader will eagerly 

wait to finish it.  The stories are surprisingly alike, --love, illicit love, divorce and other such 

topics occupying the greatest part of the stories.  Let me interject here that the stories sell the 

magazines and that the sin and corruption and thrill are the attraction.  After the stories we page 

through a few illustrations of homes and gardens, a few pages of style and beauty, some articles 

on how to bring up children, (something which the world should not and cannot ever be able to 

tell us), and then more advertisements.  Let us count the pages.  Half of them are bought up by 

companies for advertising different products, more than a fourth of the pages are taken up by 

cheap stories, and the rest are devoted to the few other things we mentioned.  Is the magazine 

worth fifteen or twenty-five cents? What is more, is the magazine worthy of a place in your 

home or in your room, or in your reading list? Doesn’t the evil far outweigh the possible good 

found in them? Think! Do you want to bring them in the house for your younger sisters and 

brothers to look at and begin to read? 



 True Love, Romance, True Confession, Redbook, Cosmopolitan, and others are 

magazines admittedly dealing with love stories almost entirely.  Need we warn against them and 

screen and movie magazines? 

 News magazines may probably be considered the best of any of the periodicals.  We need 

to keep well-posted on what is happening so fast in the world today and it is well to read other 

opinions about the news, although even news must be read discreetly, and we know that 

especially now there are so many opinions and views of the news that it is difficult to determine 

the truth and to form any opinion ourselves.  And when reading worldly interpretations of news 

especially war-news it is imperative to keep in mind what God’s Word teaches us about the 

world and the end of all these things. 

 As I glanced over title after title of magazines on a large rack in a food store, I came upon 

such magazines as She, Sex Facts, Woman’s Life, and a few others like it.  The titles of the 

articles were on the covers: “Men Won’t Like It”, “Cleopatra Was No Dope”, “How Do You 

Know It’s Love”, “Do All Men Philander” and other titles, which speak for themselves.  These 

magazines sell.  

 Detective magazines decorate all the racks.  And so many different kinds! “Daring 

Detective”, “Thrilling Detective”, “Intimate Detective”, “Crime Confessions”, and many others 

show by titles and by pictures their corruption and filth.  If they merely depicted the wit of a 

detective in solving some great mystery, I could find no great harm in them.  But sex, sin, dirt, 

must enter in to attract people to read them.  Gruesome, thrilling stories of sin are necessary to 

cause so many people to buy them.  

 The comic magazines are not as innocent as they would appear.  Not so long ago an 

article was quoted in one of our papers, showing the dangers of these little books upon the 

children who read them.  This article pointed out that the comic magazines teach youth unheard 

of filth and sin.   

 Your reporter has by no means exhausted the kinds of magazines current nowadays.  But 

this list will at least give an idea of what to expect and will help us to evaluate magazines in 

general.   

 Most magazine stories are written too much on a wholesale scale to be of any literary 

value and we have already warned against their moral and religious influence.  We do not have 

to purchase magazines for good reading material in fiction.  Moreover magazine fiction can and 

does have a very unhealthy effect on its readers.  If you have read any at all you must testify to 

that yourself, for one cannot help being influenced by what he reads. 

 The danger for us and for those younger than we are lies in the fact that all these 

magazines are so easily obtainable.  One need only spend a few cents at a magazine counter to 

procure any magazine he wants.  The attraction is there and it is very real.  How often one sees 

children sitting on the floor near a magazine display trying to read the comic magazines or giving 

their spending money to purchase a magazine to read secretly.  How often teachers must take 

objectionable magazines away from grade school and high school students! We cannot be too 

careful ourselves and warn others too much to avoid those bad influences and obey the command 

to “keep ourselves unspotted from the world”. 
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