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 It had almost seemed as if our Open Forum, where the readers air their views, had quietly 

passed out of existence.  In fact, the few spurts of life that it showed in the past hardly merited 

the right to say that it had begun to live and breathe.  But we kept courage just the same.  

Sometimes the thought pressed to the fore that we had chosen a name for this department that 

sounded too aristocratic.  It probably scared the readers out instead of spurring them on to send 

in their contributions.  Something popular might be more attractive, such as “What the reader 

says.” And that thought keeps coming up. 

 But what I started out to say is this, new hope in this department has been revived, under 

whatever heading it may appear.  This issue carries a letter from one of our supporters, not only 

contributing to the Open Forum, but also offering the suggestion that this department serve as a 

means of correspondence with our men in service.  That fits perfectly with our efforts to stand by 

the young men in the armed forces.  Just how this suggestion is to be worked out is a matter for 

the Federation Board to consider.  But the readers must back them up, for the success of such an 

undertaking depends entirely on you.  You must contribute regularly if we are to have a lively, 

worthwhile correspondence between the servicemen and those at home.   

 Be sure to watch for further developments on this suggestion. 

 But the main reason for calling your attention to this letter is because it raises another 

very timely suggestion which is worthy of our serious consideration.  Do we not owe it to our 

men in the service to continue Beacon Lights throughout the summer months? Is it possible to do 

this? And how must it be done? 

 That is a matter which the Board cannot possibly decide alone.  Arrangements must be 

made for gathering material for these summer issues.  The financial angle must be considered.  

There can be no doubt that the Board will gladly take their share of the work upon them.  But 

they need your cooperation.  

 Think it over.  If the suggestion appeals to you present the matter for consideration in 

your society.  Would you be willing to give your financial support to such an undertaking? Does 

your society feel about it as you do? If we all show our willingness the financial angle will take 

care of itself. 

 Let the Board know what you think of it, both personally and as societies.  But we must 

act at once, for there is no time for delay.  In four weeks the last issue of the season will appear, 

and if no steps are taken by that time the matter will have to be dropped for this year. 

 The Federation has always been able to depend on your cooperation.  You cannot fail 

them now. 
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