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 Some years ago I wrote an oration in which I believed constituted dangers to our 

Christian schools.  Alliance with the public school, dishonesty, and conformity were among the 

things listed.  But now, I think, although these dangers have not been removed, we must face a 

greater threat.  And that is a spirit of worldliness, which seems to have invaded not only the 

school but even the church.  

 When a Christian student, attending a public vocational school thinks it is better for him 

to be in the public school system because he does not face the temptations there that he would in 

the Christian school, I think it is time to investigate.  And such an investigation would prove that 

the student is not wholly mistaken in his judgment, because we would find, under a mask of 

piety much corruption.  And the most tragic part of the situation is that the authorities are 

unaware of or unwilling to remedy the evil.  

 A short time ago while “loafing” in the boy’s room during an open period at the College I 

attend, we overheard some of the lower classmen discussing various movies they had seen.  And 

it has become evident that attendance is general among the students and frequent, although it is a 

Christian college and there is a rule prohibiting theater attendance.  Profanity is common and the 

general spirituality is low.  A person isn’t quite “right”, however, if he objects to these things. 

 This, however, seems to be a condition all too frequent among our so-called Christian 

students of high school and college age.  Ones heart bleeds when one sees the pitiful spiritual 

conditions among them.  The only criterions seem to be: How can we enjoy ourselves? What 

shall we do? The sober, level headed Christian young man and woman is almost the exception. 

 Even the church has not escaped.  Under the impetus of war and modernization process 

always takes place and it is now proceeding rapidly.  Knowledge of the truth, and interest in the 

church is slight.  People have other interests, and apart from going to service on Sunday and 

perhaps attending a business meeting during the week, they are content to leave well enough 

along.  The church as a vital, living factor in their lives seems to be gone.  

 What is the reason? Where can we put the blame? I think the church itself must assume a 

good share of it.  For in the preaching, and otherwise, the emphasis has tended to be placed on a 

system of doctrine.  Especially in our own church is this true.  And under this systemization 

many of the deeper spiritual joys have been lost.  I think the situation we face today is partly the 

result of doctrinal preaching having “gone to seed” in practical life.  On the intellectual level it is 

fine, but in practical life it has not been supplied. 

 On the other hand the home has also degenerated.  How many, even Protestant Reformed 

families have a time set aside for devotions?  How often do we discuss spiritual things? On the 

contrary, in our world of hustle and hurry, our homes have become merely a place to hang our 

hats, grab a bite to eat, and a place to hurry away from again.  No longer do we find a family life 

of the caliber when it was centered about the sitting room table or the old coal stove.  And with 

the sitting room table and the coal stove has gone that spiritual life founded on an integrated and 

devoted family life. 

 Not that I am pleading for a return of those relics of a bygone age but I am interested in 

the return of a system of doctrine to become a way of life.  If anyone has received the impression 

that I am opposed to doctrinal preaching, he is mistaken.  On the contrary, the very opposite is 

the truth.  But I maintain we must have practicable doctrinal preaching.  As faith without works 



is dead, so also, is doctrine become purely intellectual dead.  Our doctrine must become, must be 

a way of life.  It must be and it should be for us a vital, living factor, a vibrant, vigorous, pulsing 

thing, a determining, reckoning factor in all our life.  And if it becomes thus many of the above 

evils will disappear.  Our lives will then become consciously dedicated to God, the church will 

become a living reality in our lives, and our homes will again be bulwarks of truth and bastions 

against the storm.  

 Often I have looked envyingly at the so-called fundamentalist churches and wished we 

could have meetings with the same crowds and enthusiasm they do.  I have often wondered 

whether we couldn’t incorporate some of their enthusiasm into the reformed system.  Certainly 

we have more to be enthusiastic about than they.  But we are always so staid, and it is always so 

difficult to get people to come to something special.  I submit that we need more enthusiasm and 

energy in our churches.  We need, in a reformed way, more of the fervor that is characteristic of 

many fundamentalist churches. 

 There are those, however, who feel this is impossible and unnecessary.  Comments would 

be interesting. 
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