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Outline 26 

A PARTING GLANCE IN THE HALL OF THE HEROES OF FAITH 

2
nd

 Week of April 

 

Heb. 11:35b-39—and others were tortured, not accepting deliverance; that they might obtain a 

better resurrection: And others had trial of cruel mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover of 

bonds and imprisonment: 

 They were stoned, they were sawn asunder, were tempted, were slain with the sword; 

they wandered about in sheepskins and goatskins; being destitute, afflicted, tormented; 

 (Of whom the world was not worthy:) they wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in 

dens and caves of the earth.   

 These verses still form part of the hasty resume of the rest of the Old Testament 

Scriptures which the writer began in vs. 32.  The entire section (vss. 32-38) speaks of a common 

faith on the part of all the heroes referred to, a common experience in life (all had difficulties of 

one sort or another to contend with for the faith’s sake), and a common goal (they all looked 

forward to the reward and the “better resurrection”).  However, while the vss. 32-34 recall great 

feats which faith was enabled to accomplish, the present verses speak of persecutions which the 

saints were called upon by faith to endure.   

 Vs. 35 states that some “were tortured” means “were stretched on the rack.”  The allusion 

may be to the martyr death of Eleazer and of the seven Maccabean brothers, together with their 

mother, spoken of in the apocryphal book of 11 Maccabees. By faith they disdained the earthly 

deliverance they might have had by renouncing their faith.  They were willing to undergo this 

gruesome death rather than deny their faith because they desire to be partakers of the better 

(heavenly) resurrection.  The wicked shall arise to everlasting shame and contempt in the last day 

but the righteous shall shine as the light and be partakers of the everlasting light. Dan. 12:2. 

 Vs. 36 speaks of others that endured mockings and scourgings, yea, moreover, bonds and 

prison.  Although these persecutions did not draw blood they were of longer duration than those 

suffered who were put on the racks.  It takes faith, continual faith, to remain standing when 

persecutions continue.  For instances of such persecutions, see I Kings 22:27; Jer. 37 and 38, etc. 

 Vs. 37—some were stoned—think of Zechariah, son of Jehoiada, 11 Chronicles 24:20-

22.  Were sawn asunder-by sawing asunder is spoken of in II Samuel 12:31 and I Chronicles 

20:3; tradition says that Isaiah was sawn asunder by Manasseh: when he took refuge in a hollow 

tree his persecutors under order of the king of Judah cut down the tree with Isaiah in it.  Were 

tempted—this undoubtedly means they were tempted by their persecutors to deny their faith.  

Were slain with sword—compare I Kings 19:10.  They wandered about in sheepskins and 

goatskins—they went hither and thither without a fixed habitation because the enemy was ever 

on their heels.  Sheepskins and goatskins refer to rough clothing.  Being destitute, afflicted, 

tormented—in want, and suffering from evil-treatment. 

 Vs. 38—Of whom the world was not worthy.  Our translation puts this in parentheses.  

Quite properly, since the writer puts this in as an interruption.  We must not think that these 

believers actually were worthy of the treatment that was measured out to them. Their persecution 



does not reflect on them for evil, but for good.  It reflects evilly upon the world.  They were 

indeed worthy to live, but the world that lies in sin is not worthy of them.  

 They wandered in deserts, and in mountains, and in dens and caves of the earth.  

Compare I Kings 18:4, 13; 19:4-13. 

 Why does the writer of Hebrews refer to all this persecution? No, not because he was 

sour on life.  He just naturally came to this because the Christian to whom he addressed his letter 

were called upon to suffer for their faith’s sake (compare Heb. 10:36 and 11: 4).  What the 

Jewish Christians of the writer’s day were suffering for their faith’s sake was nothing new.  

Always in history the seed of the serpent has attempted to destroy the seed of the woman, always 

the true believer has been called upon in one fashion or another to suffer for his faith.  See also 

Matt. 5: 10-12.  Persecution does not always appear in its full form of persecution unto death, it 

may only be present therein that men speak evil of you.  The Devil does not in every age always 

go about as a Roaring Lion, more frequently today he goes about as an Angel of Light—but his 

purpose is always the same.  But over and over the Devil lays aside his deceitful garment and 

appears as he is, and then persecution breaks loose in its violence.  It did that in the days of the 

apostles, it did that more than once since then, and it will do that again.  I would suggest that you 

all read Fox’s Book of Martyrs, a book that has been a household book in England on this 

subject for centuries and is worth reading today.  

 QUESTIONS: Mention various forms of persecution.  Can you mention any form of 

persecution that we as Christian experience today? May a Christian deliberately seek 

persecution? Why is the old saying true: “The blood of the martyrs is the seed of the church?” In 

which countries of the world is persecution today most severe? 
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THE FINAL REALIZATION OF THE PROMISE 
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Heb 11:39-40—And these all, having obtained a good report through faith, received not the 

promise:  

 God having provided some better thing for us, that they without us should not be made 

perfect. 

 At first sight, especially if you focus your attention upon that part of the text that says 

“they did not receive the promise,” one is inclined to be disappointed and disturbed.  There 

seems to be the very opposite of a climax in these words—these saints suffered and died, died in 

faith of the promise, and yet they did not receive the promise, neither while they lived nor when 

they died.  They still have not attained it.  But, if you take vs. 40 into consideration, then the text 

is encouraging for you and for me, for it implies that the saints that have gone before are waiting 

for us, and when we are ready then we shall together receive the promise.   

 The text we need to study. 

THE FAILURE OF THE SAINTS TO RECEIVE THE PROMISE 

To my mind these two verses of Hebrews 11 are precious gold, but as with gold you must 

dig it from the hidden recesses of the earth, so also it is in a sense with this text—its precious 

truth does not lie on the surface.  You must often labor with God’s Word to enjoy its depth and 

glory—a perfunctory reading of Scripture only scratches the top and reveals little.  Bible study 

also demands work.  You can get nothing for nothing—that’s true in Bible study too. 



 Notice the 39
th

 vs. says “these all”—that means not only the last few saints but all the 

saints spoken of in this chapter, together with all the people of God who have died in the faith.  

They all died, vs. 13. But now follows the emphatic statement, “they did not receive the 

promise.”  Now whatever the promise is, the point is clear, none of them received it.  They 

embraced it, they lived for it, they suffered for it, but they did not receive it.  Even at their death, 

the promise still remained unfulfilled.  Even now they are still waiting for it, as vs. 40 clearly 

implies.  

 Just what is meant here by “the promise?”  This chapter sometimes speaks of promises in 

the plural, sometimes of the promise in the singular.  Here it is singular.  While the saints were 

on earth some of the promises were realized, realized in their very life-time, e.g., Abraham 

received the promise of a son, Israel received the Promised Land, etc.  One by one these 

promises were fulfilled.  So too we have promises in the plural, e.g. that God will be the God of 

our children, that He will preserve us unto the end, that He will supply our daily needs, that He 

will grant us remission.  All these promises we do obtain in their fulfillment here and now.  After 

death, immediately, we shall be with the Lord in glory—also that promise is fulfilled at once 

when our earthly pilgrimage reaches its end.  Yet all these promises are not the promise, 

although they are the precursors of it, the foretaste of it.  They are the raindrops that forecast the 

sweet shower of blessings yet to come.  The promise itself is something greater than these 

individual promises.  The latter leads up to the promise: that one, great, final, all-comprehensive 

realization of the promise.   

 What is that promise to which the writer refers? Of course, it is the Christ.  The Christ is 

always in the Scripture the promise of God, the center of all other promises.  Only let me add at 

once, it is the Christ not in His first coming, but the Christ in His second and final coming.  It is 

Christ with His bride, the Christ with all the children God has given Him, the Resurrected Lord 

with all His resurrected saints, the Christ not forsaken of all but standing with His redeemed host 

about Him.  It is the Christ in all His glory in the day of His second coming.  That latter point 

must be well understood. 

 Some have taken the text to refer to Christ in His first coming.  These are some of the 

objections: a. In that case the text is strange, and means that they didn’t receive the realization of 

the first coming because God intended that for us.  Now that idea were possible, were it not that 

in that case you are at a loss to interpret “that they without us should not be made perfect.” b. 

Further, the entire previous context refers to the second coming of Christ, Heb. 10:37 and this 

very chapter speaks of the heavenly country, the better resurrection, all of which look forward to 

the second coming. c. Lastly, if the promise refers to the first coming of Christ, then the saints of 

the Old Testament now have received it, for Christ has come and is even with them in heaven, 

but then they are now perfect without us.  The text, however, teaches that the Old Testament 

saints did not receive the promise, because God had provided something better, that they without 

us should not be made perfect.  

 In view of this all, the only possible conclusion is that the promise here refers to the 

ultimate realization of the promise in the second coming of Christ, to which also the entire New 

Testament so repeatedly calls our attention.  Although the Old Testament saints are a long step 

ahead of us, they have not yet attained the final culmination of glory that shall come in the return 

of Christ.  Their souls are made perfect, but their bodies are still in the grave.  They still pray, 

How long, Lord? They are still looking forward, hoping. 

 WHY THEY HAVEN’T RECEIVED THE PROMISE 



 Negatively, we might emphasize that their failure to attain the promise is not due to any 

deficiency in their faith.  So it is with some, who fail to enter because of unbelief.  But that is not 

the case with them.  They did obtain a good report, God approved of them and they knew it.  

 Positively, it was because “God had provided some better thing of us, that they without 

us should not be made perfect.” God in His great grace had provided for something more 

glorious than they received in this life or than mere salvation for the soul while the body remains 

in the dust.  God had provided something still better. “Better” is the key word of the whole book 

of Hebrews.  Just what this better thing provided is, is not stated, but it is implied in the final 

clause “that they without us should not be made perfect.”  This means that God’s plans called for 

the salvation of the Hebrew Christians of the writer’s day; that it calls for the salvation of all 

believers in all ages.  Had the Old Testament saints received the final realization of salvation in 

their time, then the end of the world would have come, and God would have missed some of the 

children of His election.  “They,” i.e. the Old Testament saints, could not possibly be made 

perfect without us.  A building is not complete and ready for occupancy until every last piece of 

material has been put in the structure.  A husband is not complete without his wife.  A family of 

ten is not complete until all the children are gathered about the table.  The bud must become 

flower before it can be picked.  The whole family of God’s children must be gathered, before any 

of the family can enjoy himself to the full.  See II Peter 3:9, 15, etc. When all the New Testament 

saints are gathered together, then the Lord will come.  Then we shall all be made perfect 

together.  That is the better thing that God has provided. 

IT’S CERTAIN REALIZATION 

 This great, final glory shall also be attained.  God has provided it.  That means He has 

purposed it, and directs all things to that end.  One the one hand, He gathers His church and 

preserves her.  On the other, He directs all things to that day when Christ shall come and usher in 

the full and final salvation.  Then we expect new heavens and a new earth, where in 

righteousness shall dwell forever.  Then, the tabernacle of God shall be with men.  Then the body 

of Christ shall be complete.   

 Yes, it is already essentially realized—Christ did come.  He did merit it, and He now 

reigns in heaven.  Therefore the full manifestation of the salvation is sure.  Beloved, now are we 

the sons of God, and it is not yet revealed what we shall be, but when it is revealed we shall be 

like Him and see Him as He is.  The saints in heaven are waiting for us, they need us and we 

need them.   

QUESTIONS: Which promises are realized unto us here on earth? Which promise have the 

saints in heaven already attained? Which promise do they still look forward to? Why cannot the 

promise of God fail? When will the promise be realized in all its glory? 
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MANY SAINTS APPEARED 
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Matthew 27: 52, 53—And the graves were opened: and many bodies of the saints which slept 

arose, and came out of the graves after His resurrection, and went into the holy city, and 

appeared unto many.  

(Note: Our outlines on Heb. 11 are now complete, and we thought it would be well to treat a 

variety of passages in the remainder of the outlines.  The present outline deals with the 



resurrection.  If you are up to date in your use of the outlines, this outline will fall on Easter 

Sunday.) 

 The above text is a striking one, and worthy of discussion together.  A few preliminary 

remarks are in order.  One relates to the correct punctuation of the text.  It seems to me that we 

must understand the text to mean that the graves were opened on Good Friday afternoon when 

Christ died and the earth quaked and the rocks were rent, and that the saints arose and came forth 

from their graves and appeared to many in the holy city—all after Christ’s resurrection.  

Secondly, the information the text gives is quite fragmentary.  The main point is clear, but the 

text does not say which saints arose, to whom they appeared, what became of them, etc.  

However, the main point is clear—many saints arose and appeared to many. 

WHO APPEARED 

 The text says: saints, many saints.  We do not know who the saints were that arose.  

Legend mentions Noah, Abraham, Isaac and Jacob as some of them.  Scripture does not say, here 

nor anywhere.  We simply do not know.  One thing is evident is that they were saints, saints that 

had fallen asleep.  They had lived and died in the faith.  They had died in the blessed hope of the 

Christ.  Note, further “many saints”.  Not all the saints arose then—that could not be, for it was 

not yet the time of the general resurrection.  Many, however, arose.  Compared certainly to the 

number that did not arise, they were only a few, but looked at as a group they were many.  

Finally notice that the text says that they appeared unto many in the holy city.  They did not 

appear to all in Jerusalem, but to many.  Perhaps one was seen here, another there by another, 

etc.  But many appeared and unto many—there was no possibility of misconception therefore. 

 How did they appear? This question is quite natural.  Some consider it a sort of 

apparition.  This cannot be.  It was an actual resurrection, a resurrection in glory.  The text says: 

a. Bodies arose—it was not then a ghostlike apparition but a bodily resurrection. b. They 

appeared—this word is used also of the resurrection body of Christ. c. They appeared “after 

Christ’s resurrection”.  This points to the close connection between their resurrection and 

Christ’s, and suggests a similar glorified body.  We must bear in mind that Christ’s resurrection 

was not a mere return to the condition prior to the cross, a return to this life as Jairus’ daughter 

and Lazarus who had to die again.  It was a complete victory, a resurrection in glory.  Thus also 

of the saints. 

WHEN THEY APPEARED 

 How we must conceive of the matter.  Undoubtedly the saints arose as well as appeared 

after Christ’s resurrection.  According to some they arose already on Good Friday.  But, it is 

hardly conceivable that the saints should have remained 36 hours or more in their graves after 

they were raised.  It is more natural to think that their graves were opened on Good Friday, while 

they arose on Easter morning.  Christ Himself is first, and then they that are His—I Corinthians 

15.  Although they arose on Easter, it is evident that their graves were opened already on Good 

Friday.  When the veil of the temple was rent at the time of Christ’s death, the earth quaked and 

the rocks rent also.  I believe God guided that earthquake to open the tombs of those saints.  

These graves did not need to be opened to let out the saints when they arose, but to show to the 

world that these tombs were empty.  Just as in the case of Christ’s tomb.  God will not need to 

open graves in the resurrection to let out the glorified saints.   

 But why should the graves have already been opened on Good Friday? Remember God 

did this, and God does things with a reason.  I don’t think we need go far in seeking the reason.  

We must remember that the cross accomplished the victory.  Apparently Christ’s cross spells 

defeat, actually it accomplished the victory.  The guilt of sin was borne away, and death had no 



more right to reign.  Hence the graves were properly opened then.  From that time on, i.e. from 

the time of Christ’s death, the grave of every saint is really an opened grave.  Not dirt, but sin 

closes it.  And sin is gone, and death has no right to reign.  Christ Himself entered a grave that 

could not hold Him.  Since that day, the graves’ power is broken.  It is an open grave, a grave 

that opens on the side of the resurrection into which the saints go.  

WHY THEY AROSE AND APPEARED 

 Briefly it was, of course, to show that what Christ does has meaning for His people, for 

the saints.  When He dies their death is gone, and the grave has lost its right to reign.  When the 

saints arose after Christ’s resurrection, it shows that they actually became partakers of the life 

Christ merited.  It was tremendously comforting appearance to the believers, showing that the 

believers had part in Christ’s resurrection.  The resurrection had meaning for Christ, but also for 

His church.   

QUESTIONS—I think you’ll find many here, without my suggesting any. 
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WARFARE—THE BEGINNING OF SORROWS 

1
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 Week of May 

Matthew 24:6-8—And ye shall hear of wars and rumours of wars: see that ye be not troubled: for 

all these things must come to pass, but the end is not yet.  For nation shall rise against nation, and 

kingdom against kingdom: and there shall be famines, and pestilences, and earthquakes, in divers 

places.  All these are the beginning of sorrows. 

 In these days of international warfare, it is quite imperative that the Christian, whether 

actually in the service or at home, keep his spiritual vision clear, that he see his God also in all 

this awful warfare. 

 Matthew 24 speaks of the fall of Jerusalem and of the end of the world, simply because 

the former is a forerunner and picture of the latter.  Jesus in this chapter does not state the exact 

time of the end, but He does give us the signs.  We must see this war as a sign of Christ’s 

coming, if we are to have spiritual understanding and comfort today. 

THE MEANING AS SUCH 

 Of course, by wars and rumours of wars Christ very literally intended the conflicts 

between kingdoms and nations.  That is plain from vs. 7.  The Christian is in the world (though 

not of it), and as such involved and touched.  Much as the Christian hates war, he knows it comes 

and must come.  And war is terrible.  Some of you who read this may have intimate, personal 

experience with its terror.  And with war come famines, pestilence; and even earthquakes not 

infrequently.  As terrible as this all is, Christ told us to expect that they would come, “Ye shall 

hear of” them.  We have since the days those words were written; we do today, and will again in 

the future.  As long as Christ does not return, corruption and sin remain, and war is inevitable.  

 Notice, that Jesus calls these wars “the beginnings of sorrows”.  Beginnings mean of 

course that there are worse things than war coming for the church.  Wars come upon the world in 

general, but there are afflictions which Christ speaks of in the context which come upon 

Christians at the hand of the world, e.g. persecutions.  There will be greater griefs for the church 

to bear than the war.  Tribulation will come.  

THE CHRISTIAN ATTITUDE 

 “See that ye be not troubled”.  This means spiritually, to be sure.  Our hearts must not be 

troubled, so that we lose faith in God and His goodness, and His purposes of grace.  We do not 



accuse God then of injustice when He brings these calamities, we do not doubt His wise purpose.  

Neither do we lose sight of the Christ.  We trust in God, if we are not troubled.  

 Jesus did not mean to inculcate what the world calls bravery, fearlessness.  He did not 

mean that we should not feel touched, and suffer.  He meant that we must not be spiritually 

terrified.  We must not lose our God.  We must see Him.  We must find peace in Him.  God 

makes no mistakes.  He knows what is necessary. 

A WELL-GROUNDED ATTITUDE 

 Note, first of all, the word “sorrows”.  It really means, according to the original Greek, 

the pangs of childbirth.  The pangs of childbirth may be severe, but they end in the birth of a 

child.  And when the child is born, the pain and trouble is forgotten in the joy of the child.  Well, 

so today, the world is going through all these sorrows, but the end of it shall be that by God’s 

grace the new heavens and the new earth will be brought forth for the children of God.  These 

judgments lead up to and culminate in the church’s final salvation.   

 Note, further, “these things must come to pass”.  All these things must come—wars and 

rumors of war, persecutions—all of them: in God’s righteousness and wisdom.  It must be 

revealed as far as the wicked world is concerned that there is no peace for the wicked.  These 

same things must bring our salvation.  God knows what He is doing for His church. 

 Don’t be afraid.  Be of good cheer—I have overcome the world! 

QUESTIONS: Do we know when Christ will return? Why are there wars in the world? Will 

there ever be a world in which no more war occurs? Mention some of the signs of Christ’s 

coming? Why must the Christian not be afraid? 
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