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Unconditional Surrender 

 

 We cannot very well overlook the recent historic meeting of Roosevelt and Churchill in 

our survey of the news.  By this time that meeting may be classed as “old” news, but we have 

been given to understand that the things which were discussed and decided will make themselves 

known by actual events rather than by words within the next nine months.  No one knows just 

what was decided although there is reason to believe that the course of the war, as far as the 

allied initiative is concerned, was determined there.  And there has been much talk about opening 

up another front in one or more places in Europe.  One can easily understand that, in case of such 

a venture, time plays an important role.  It would seem most advisable to strike before Germany 

would be able to concentrate her troops in those parts.  It should be done therefore while 

Germany still has a large share of her troops in the conflict with Russia.  Whether that is the plan 

that will be followed remains to be seen. 

 The important thing about that meeting mentioned above is, that it was decided that there 

should be an unconditional surrender on the part of the Axis.  That only means that in the 

Armistice only the Allies will have a voice.  The Axis will be entirely at the mercy of the Allies.  

 But it is only an avowed intention.  

 We all must realize that many things must happen and it will remain to be seen just how 

successful the Allies will be in reaching this purpose and realizing this intention. One can easily 

imagine that, should this war continue for three or four more years, it might appear advisable at 

that time to declare an armistice that does not demand an unconditional surrender on the part of 

the enemy.  And, of course, this declaration takes for granted that the Allies will be in the 

position to dictate the terms of peace when the end comes.  That is taking a lot for granted, even 

though we may at this moment be convinced that such will be the case.  It is one thing to state 

what the end must and will be, and quite another thing what the end actually will be.  These are 

human plans and decisions and they are by no means infallible.  

 We do not mean hereby to criticize such aspirations and declarations of avowed purpose 

on the part of the leaders of the allied nations.  It stands to reason that there should be something 

like this and it would not look very well if our leaders were at this time deciding on how we 

should surrender or would talk about the possibility of surrender.  The people want them to talk 

victory and prepare ways and means for it. 

 But it is not unpatriotic or even pessimistic to remind ourselves that not man but God will 

decide the outcome of this conflict.  And that may not be in accord with our human desires or 

intentions.  The race is not to the swift, nor the battle to the strong! As Christians, we are not so 

foolish that we should deny that and we are not afraid to acknowledge it.  

  

Persons in the News 

 

 Stalin.  Where was he and why was he not present when the heads of the Allied nations 

met in Africa? That question has been discussed and answered variously by many persons who 

comment upon the world situation.  The best reason that seems to be given for this is that he was 

too busy at that time.  But we feel that even that reason is very weak.  Weren’t Churchill and 



Roosevelt busy too?  Moreover, if Russia were at that time suffering adverses, we could accept 

that reason without comment.  Another thing, did it not lie in the line of duty that one in such an 

important position, as that which Stalin holds in Russia and the United Nations’ war-effort, 

would be present at such a momentous meeting? The excuse that is given seems rather flimsy.  

We, personally, cannot evade the conviction that Russia wants to stand alone and also intends to 

do so.  Does she perhaps have her own ideas about the armistice that must be signed and will 

they correspond to those of Roosevelt and Churchill?  There is no doubt but what Russia has its 

own ideas about punishing the aggressive nations and that its plan excludes not a single person, 

who had a part in fighting against Russia, from that punishment.  

 Madame Chiang.  Perhaps many of you heard her speech or read about it in the papers.  It 

seemed to us that she rather diplomatically told the Congress that the United States was not 

doing its part with a view to China.  It is no secret that China feels exactly that way about things.  

We gather that the attitude of China is not too friendly because of this thing.  Perhaps the United 

States is underestimating the importance of China in this war.  We might find that we have been 

taking something for granted that really does not exist anymore when the end of the war comes. 

 So it goes, Man makes plans and seeks to realize his ideals.  It has been so in the past and 

it shall be so in the future.   

 But God decides all these things according to His infinite wisdom and power.  Remember 

that! 

 

SOCIETY NEWS 

 

 Due to an oversight the society of Hull, Iowa failed to have a report in the last issue of the 

Beacon Lights. 

 Our Society numbers fifty members.  We meet every Sunday evening at 7:30 o’clock.  

Our meeting is opened with prayer by our Pastor.  Then we have a ten minute song service led by 

one of our members.  Our next half hour is spent in Bible Discussion.  We are now studying the 

Beacon Lights.  The last quarter hour we have a program consisting of essays, recitations and 

musical numbers.  We already have thirteen of our young men in service.  Eight of them are in 

the Army and five in the Navy. More of the boys are expected to leave us soon. 

 Each week our pastor appoints several of our members to write each of our boys in 

service.  And in turn the boys also write to our society. 

 Although we deeply feel the absence of our boys our comfort is in the assurance that they 

are in God’s care at all times, wherever He may call them. 

       The Reporter 
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