
To Our Boys In Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

Dear fellows: 

 

 A good deal has happened on the “home front” since I wrote my last letter to you, and I 

know that you are deeply interested in “the home front” particularly as far as it concerns that 

front from the viewpoint of the Church.  First of all, more and more of our boys are leaving.  In 

the Fuller Ave. Church of Grand Rapids the number of those that have been called to the colors 

may well have passed the one hundred mark by the time you read this letter.  Since the eighteen 

year old are called they are going very fast.  Now, this is very significant for the “home front” as 

far as the Church is concerned, and I sincerely hope and pray that you bear this in mind.  We, 

here on the “home front,” certainly have a calling toward you that are in the service; and we 

assure you that we are constantly mindful of it.  But you also have a calling with regard to the 

Church’s home front, and that is to keep in touch with it as closely as possible.  I often think of 

the tremendous effect it must have in the home Church that young fellows are called away from 

fellowship, the preaching, and the instruction of the Church, for who knows how long, and are 

exposed to entirely different influences, influences that surely are not conducive to found them in 

the pure Protestant Reformed truth! Suppose that they will be absent for a few years. Will they 

be strong in the truth when they return to the Church? I know that God is able to keep you, and 

for this we pray daily.  But I know, too, that it will require effort on your part to keep as closely 

as possible in touch with the truth in which you have been instructed. Keep in contact.  Get 

whatever literature you can, and read it, that may establish you in our Reformed truth. 

 You will also be interested to know that our Young Men’s Society, of the Fuller Ave. 

Church, which, of course, is now very small in numbers, has extended its radio work.  The 

program now comes over the Wolverine network, and includes the stations of Traverse City, 

Muskegon, and Battle Creek.  The Fuller Ave. Church rather loyally supported them by a 

collection in one Sunday of eleven hundred and twelve dollars and twenty eight cents. That is 

encouraging for our young men, and they deserve to be encouraged, for a program of that nature 

requires a good deal of their time and effort.   

 I received a few letters from you fellows that were encouraging to me.  Most of them I 

have already answered.  It is, of course, impossible for me to keep in contact with you all by 

personal correspondence. Yet, if you write me, I promise to answer. 

 May God bless and keep you all! 

  Sincerely, your friend, 

   H. Hoeksema. 
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