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 Beacon Lights has “gone to war”.  Or, better said, it has found its own defense program. 

 No one thought when our paper first came into existence that it would be called upon so 

soon to serve a double purpose, one for the societies at home, and another for our boys in the 

armed forces.  But now we can plainly see that God in His providence gave our paper a timely 

birth and has laid a greater task upon us than we ever conceived of at first.  And it is truly 

gratifying to hear from our young men in service that they are regularly receiving and enjoying 

their Beacon Lights. 

 That is one great advantage of having a paper sponsored by the Federation of Young 

People’s Societies. By this time most of the young men’s societies find their ranks quite badly 

depleted, or at least restricted largely to the younger men who have not yet reached the draft age, 

which makes their local activities increasingly more difficult.  Even our young people’s societies 

have almost become young ladies societies through the departure of so many of our young men.  

But with the combined efforts of the young ladies and the young men who are left, we can hope 

to carry on our efforts quite successfully.   

 Which means that our home front has a defense program all of its own: we can never 

render a better service to our boys than to supply them with a paper that particularly fits their 

needs.  A prayerful reading of their Bibles is a daily necessity to them—just as essential as their 

food and drink.  Our incessant prayers for them, and our letters bearing a truly Christian 

character, are invaluable to them.  But no less valuable are the guiding rays of the Beacon that 

has the word of Truth, as we love and confess it, as its sole source of light and truth.  Our boys, 

deprived of a sound Christian environment, often lonely and disheartened by the gruesome 

thoughts of warfare, disgusted with the many evidences of sin and lust round about them, need 

the wholesome influence of our young people’s monthly. 

 A new duty rests on our home front.  We do not expect our boys to become great heroes 

according to the standard of the world.  We would even warn them not to allow themselves to be 

filled with hatred and vengeance against their enemies according to the flesh. As hard as it may 

seem, Scripture admonishes to love our enemies at all times.  But we do urge them to do their 

duty as God demands it of them.  We expect them to be good soldiers, faithful in performing 

their duties in that sphere where God has called and placed them.  We desire that they should 

keep themselves unspotted from the world at all times, and to keep their Christian morale high, 

as behooves a soldier of Jesus Christ.  For that reason we want to supply them with a paper that 

can serve them in their own peculiar position, according to their own particular needs. 

 But to do this our home front must be firmly consolidated.  In order to be of service to 

them our societies must carry on with more determination than ever before.  Every society must 

be disciplined to a faithful attendance, a diligent study of the Scriptures and a zealous striving 

toward our mutual welfare.  We must be spiritually alert ourselves, if we intend to be of service 

to them. We cannot fail them now. 

 And that applies to each one of us.  After all, the society is not more than the sum total of 

its members.  Good members make up a good society, while poor members a poor society.  An 

all-out for defense means that each one of us must be active and busy all the time.  No allowance 

can be made for a half-hearted, part time Christianity.  We must fight the good fight, run the 

race, keep the faith, if we expect the crown which the Lord has laid away for us and for all those 



who await His coming.  Be ye, therefore, steadfast, unmovable, always abounding the work of 

the Lord, for as much as ye know that your labor is not in vain in the Lord. 

 Eternal vigilance is the price we pay for our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, our 

Lord. 

 

*According to reports in our February issue, Beacon Lights is serving our young men in no less 

than 28 states, as well as in Hawaii and in the war zones. 
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