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 “What must we do about our young people? They’re going to the dogs. Something must 

be done.” Such is the almost frantic sentiment of older people today. I, although belonging to the 

group called “youth”, agree with this sentiment; but I take a more definite stand.  I believe that 

the church is the corrupt tree bringing forth the corrupt fruit of modern youth. 

 Before writing any further on this problem, I must explain what I understand by the terms 

“church” and “modern youth”.  By church I mean the whole church on earth today.  I have in 

mind no specific denomination or congregation, but I accuse the church in general, and each 

denomination only in so far as it is guilty.  Modern youth to me includes all youth people of our 

own times.  I attach no evil connotation to the term, but use it to denote youth in general of this 

particular period of history, with its peculiar circumstances. 

 Now let us see what is wrong with youth: In general, young people are characterized by 

decadence.  Do not misunderstand! I am not a crank.  Do not place me in the ranks of those 

incurable critics who believe that every departure from the conventional styles and habits of two 

hundred years’ standing is an unpardonable sin.  I would not go around with a yard-stick to 

measure whether a lady’s skirts are more than six inches above the ground.  The other night I 

heard a very striking example of such extreme complaints against youth: the author was showing 

how some critics decry the difference between the methods of courting of the modern young lady 

and of grandma.  The latter would modestly blush, cast a side-long glance at her victim, and 

carelessly drop a posy in the path of her pursuer.  The young girl of today will sit at a party, grab 

a roll of bread, dexterously sling it across the room at her heart-throb, avoiding other heads, and 

holler: “Hi, there, boob, catch it.”  And hypocritical grandmother sighs despairingly about the 

general decadence of modern youth.  Please don’t put me in that group of calamity-howlers! 

 But on the other hand, don’t place me with those blind optimists who see no cause for 

alarm, and praise youth to high heaven for their spirit of liberty.  I do believe that youth is 

decaying morally.  I know this even from my experience at school.  I hear reports from other 

students, and I certainly place some confidence in such reports.  This problem is not a light one, 

and it has penetrated even to our own circles. 

 There are several serious faults in modern youth: in the first place, there is a discarding of 

authority—church, home, school, and state.  Youth will go its own way, and that way is the 

broad way.  Hand in hand with the discarding of authority, goes the utter disregard for the 

experience and wise advice of age.  Thirdly, we find a determination on the part of many to get 

pleasure at any price.  Included in this we find immoral sex practices, un-chaperoned motor 

flights which often end when the milk wagon comes around at dawn, modern dancing, and the 

theatre.  Finally, there is the indecent scantiness and boldness of dress on the part of so many, 

which is certainly contrary to the Bible’s exhortation of modesty. 

 No one dares to deny these accusations! They’re common knowledge: and I, for one, am 

apprehensive as to where our own young people are going. 

 Various causes for these conditions are pointed out.  We may blame it to the fact that 

modern means of pleasure are so easily accessible.  Who doesn’t own a car? Who can’t afford to 

go to a dance or a movie? Anyone can enjoy these pleasures.  We may blame the matter to 

modern literature, we may blame it to co-education of the sexes; but basically the church is the 

culprit. 



 Spiritual and religious ignorance certainly is the cause of youth’s failure; and for this the 

church is culpable in more than one way.  Firstly, she has discarded definite doctrinal instruction.  

In the second place, she has been caught in the treacherous current of humanitarianism, allowing 

herself to become the headquarters for welfare unions and charity organizations, and opening her 

pulpits to Y.M.C.A. secretaries and any tramps of Christians.  Humanitarianism is weak; it does 

not recognize sin as sin; it substitutes social up-building for the fear of God.  And the church is 

guilty in so far as she has given serpents for fishes.  In some cases the church has become almost 

defunct in performing her duty, and popular response is plain evidence of this contention.  In my 

travels I came upon a large Congregational Church, I think it was.  The morning service was 

attended by about one hundred people, of whom about one fourth were men, very few were 

children or young people, and the rest were women.  The evening service had an audience of 

twelve women and one man, not counting our own family.  The pastor preached not so much as a 

Sunday-school lesson.  In the evening my father was asked to speak a few words, and he 

expressed dismay at conditions in that church.  Afterwards the minister said “Yes, I guess I’ll 

have to give it to you a little stronger now, too.” This is only one example of the church in 

general over the whole country.  The church today is shamefully weak. 

 Attempts are made to remedy the situation, but in these, too, the church errs.  Anxious to 

keep her young people, in order to preserve her own life—although a church that so shamefully 

denies her calling is unworthy of existence—she proceeds from the false belief that youth is the 

time of pleasure, instead of correcting her own shortcomings.  She caters to the carnality of 

youth.  She furnishes dance floors in the church parlors; and movies, bowling alleys, and 

athletics are common in today’s church.  In so doing she fails to realize that she brings up her 

youth for the world, and not for God. 

 I cannot deny that youth is the spring-time of life, that youth is carefree and 

inexperienced, and that therefore youth has a more cheerful outlook upon life: but I do deny that 

a young man or a young woman is primarily a pleasure-seeking animal, or even more so than an 

older person.  Such epicurean philosophy is an insult to youth, and a fatal mistake. 

 Another, but equally useless remedy is that which raises a barricade of precepts around 

youth.  Those who follow this plan also proceed from the false principle that youth is the time of 

pleasure: but they are alarmed.  They try to fill the vacuum of doctrinal laxity and deficient 

spiritual life by precept upon precept: “do not do this, and that, and the other thing.” 

Consistories, classes, and synods try to legislate youth into a Christian walk.  This policy also 

fails.   

 Certainly, our youth must be “in the world, but not of the world.” Absolutely, we must 

warn youth against the dangers of the world.  They must learn to know the world in which they 

live, and they must learn this in the light of God’s Word. 

 What, then, can and should the church be for her young people? She should furnish every 

young man and woman with a college training in spiritual things.  The sole business of the 

church in instruction in the Word of God: instruction in doctrine, in practical tenets of life’s 

walk, and in history is indispensable.  Remember, God’s Word is our only infallible rule of faith 

and practice.  If this policy is followed, youth, by God’s grace, may walk safely in the world. 

 But how can the church accomplish this aim?  In three ways: first of all, she must turn 

from her own wicked ways, before she can hope to change the youth.  She must cease to be a tail 

to the kite of the humanitarian world.  She must return to the Word of the Cross.  Secondly, she 

must change her mind about youth.  Youth is not pre-eminently the time of pleasure, but the time 

of preparation and guidance.  Finally she must offer spiritual pleasure to her youth people.  She 



must do this in the sermons, in catechism, in society life, and in personal advice.  The church 

must furnish some positive good.  Then she will again become fixed in the minds of youth as the 

place where they may turn for true pleasure and where friendships are formed that are rooted in 

the friendship of our Christ! Then, and then only, may the Church be absolved of any 

responsibility for the failings of her youth! 

 

Instructing our sons we gladly record 

The praises, the works, the might of the Lord, 

For He hath commanded that what He hath done 

Be passed in tradition from father to son. 

 

Let children thus learn from history’s light 

To hope in our God and walk in His sight,  

The God of their fathers to fear and obey 

And ne’er like their fathers to turn from His way. 

  

The story be told, to warn and restrain, 

Of hearts that were hard, rebellious, and vain, 

Of soldiers who faltered when battle was near, 

Who kept not God’s covenant nor walked in His way. 
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