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Camp Peary, Virginia 

Dear Friends: 

 I received my copy of Beacon Lights today.  I have read part of it and its contents surely 

are a comfort to me.  It, besides my Bible, is so far my only reading material pertaining to our 

truth.   

 I have received many letters from relatives and friends and am kept quite busy returning 

and keeping up correspondence.  Besides my daily duties and my personal duties, I haven’t much 

time to spend writing letters, but I do my utmost to satisfy everyone. 

 The weather here is very changeable.  Today it was very wet as it rained all day.  Being 

our duty day we were out on guard duty, but I have an inside job while others are out of doors in 

the rain and cold wind. 

 The food, or chow as the Navy calls it, is very good and very wholesome.  What we 

receive is considered the best food for the building up of our bodies.  I might add that I have 

gained about 10 lbs. in the past two months and am in very good health.  We are out of doors the 

majority of the time and this in itself has had much to do with our health. 

 We have quite a bit of training although it isn’t very strenuous.  The remainder of the 

time we go out on details, doing all kinds of work. We are far from overworked and sometimes 

find it harder to find work than to do work.  But somehow we manage through the days.    

 I am scheduled to leave here March 2, but nothing is sure until it has been done.  There is 

so much rumor (scuttle-but) that one knows not what to believe. 

 Seeing that my time is limited, I must close for now.  I would like to hear from all our 

Young People’s Societies, but not being able to return correspondence I do not plead for it. 

 May our Gracious God bless all His people, at home and otherwise, now and forever.  In 

closing I remain in Christian love,  

   Your friend,   

  George Lanting, (South Holland) 

 

* * *  

 

Camp Gruber, Oklahoma 

Dear Sir: 

 

 I received my Beacon Lights yesterday and was glad to get it.  I am receiving it every 

month regularly and appreciate it.  It keeps me informed of all the church news and I do like to 

read the articles. 

 I am getting along with my training and have reached the point which deals with 

company tactics—just what to do under actual battle conditions.  The whole course has been 

very interesting and instructive. 

 I realize how hard it is to pay for the printing and sending of the Beacon Lights to us 

fellows in the service so I am enclosing my subscription price of $1.25.  In closing I want to 

repeat—keep sending the Beacon Lights to us fellows.  It helps more than words can express. 

 Yours truly,   



  John Wigger (Grand Rapids) 

  Air Corps Technical School 

  Gulfport, Mississippi 

 

* * *  

 

Dear Friends: 

 

 I am writing this letter from the day-room.  It is a little noisy in here but I am used to that.  

There are two fellows next to me playing Ping-pong and every time they step on the floor hard it 

shakes the table I am writing on.  The army furnishes a lot of things for recreation.  Besides this 

day-room we have another one which isn’t furnished as yet and also an abundance of outdoor 

sporting equipment.   

 We have quite a few chapels on this post and the Chaplains have pretty good sermons but 

not like you hear at home, of course.  There is a Chaplain assigned to the hospital in which I 

work.  Last Sunday he had his first service in the morning.  He expects to have one at night also 

when he gets settled.   

 I receive the Beacon Lights regularly and enjoy reading it very much.  I imagine with all 

the Young Men leaving you are getting rather short on help in the various activities and 

committees.  

 Wednesday morning there was ice on the top of the puddles here.  The night was the 

coolest we have had yet.  The next day it warmed up nicely during the afternoon.  We have nice 

weather down here when it doesn’t rain. 

 Sincerely,  

Henry Veltman (Grand Rapids) 

 

* * *  

 

Dear Editor and Friends: 

  

 When I received my January issue of the Beacon Lights I felt ashamed to find written 

across it “Please let us hear from you.”  I thought it over and came to the conclusion that if 

everyone did as much for Beacon Lights as I did, we would have blank pages.  Although we are 

not all great writers (at least not I), we founded it with the purpose in mind of knitting ourselves 

more firmly together as Protestant young people.  Now, much as our financial support of our 

paper is essential, our material support is also very vital.  Not that we should all have 

contributions in every issue of Beacon Lights,--that would be impossible—but if we average two 

or three articles a year, whatever they may be—poetry, essay, short story, or any other form of 

contribution—it would help create a spirit of fellowship amongst our young people which we 

certainly need in times like these.  And we can expect these times to become more trying as time 

goes on. 

 To look into the not too distant future and think that when the war is won and everything 

will be again as it was before is folly.  This world does not stand still and especially not in time 

of war.  There will undoubtedly be a great social upheaval.  The world will make great material 

progress, but for the true church of God it will find less room.  Although we hear more and more 

about back to religion and back to God, we should not let ourselves be lulled asleep.  The devil 



uses various means to try to lure us away from the paths of righteousness and truth to seemingly 

nicer and easier ways in which we can also enjoy the pleasures of this world.  That nations as a 

whole are turning back to God is not true; although God undoubtedly does use war also as a 

means to gather his church.  He uses war also to ripen the world for the day of judgment.  I think 

that any Serviceman can testify to the face that never has the seventh commandment been so 

openly transgressed as in our present war.  In civilian life it may not be so apparent, but it 

certainly is there even among so-called Christians. 

 To say a few things about my service: I am stationed in Muskegon, Michigan, in the 

Coast Guard Lighthouse Service.  The way things look at present, I will be in the lighthouse 

service for the duration; at least that is the order form the Commandant of the Chicago Ninth 

Naval District Headquarters.  Of course we all know that orders can be changed very easily.  I 

get off every third Sunday and find plenty of churches to attend, as Muskegon has a very large 

population of people from Holland descent.  There are none of our churches here but I have met 

people that do know about our church as they read the “Standard Bearer”.  I am in good health 

and hope the same of the rest of the boys and folks at home. 

Yours in Christ,  

Conrad Portenga. 

 

* * *  

 

Dear Rev. Hanko, 

  

 I receive the Beacon Lights regularly and was asked on my last issue how I am getting 

along.  It surely is a hard job to keep up one’s letter writing, as the only time I have is Sunday 

afternoon.  I enjoy the Beacon Lights very much and hope I’ll get more of them.  I read your 

editorials in the December issue and got a lot out of them.  I am in the State of Washington now.  

There are times when a fellow has the blues.  All kinds of men from all walks of life, and ninety 

percent of them utterly irreligious, are the associates with whom I am forces in daily contact.  

One surely must have faith in God.  “Therefore being justified by faith we have peace with God 

through our Lord Jesus Christ,” Romans 5:1. 

A Beacon Lights Reader,  

Robert Kelderman. 
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