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Outline 22 

THE PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA 

2
nd

 week of March 

 

Heb. 11:29—By faith they passed through the Red Sea as by dry land: which the Egyptians 

assaying to do were drowned. 

 By all means reread the narrative as told in Exodus 14. 

 

A MIGHTY MIRACLE 

 The Lord deliberately led Israel in their exodus into what appeared to be hopeless 

entanglement in the wilderness.  After Israel had headed in a northeasterly direction toward 

Canaan for a few days, the Lord ordered Moses to turn about and follow a route that led along 

the western shore of the Red Sea.  This brought Israel into the wilderness.  On one side of them 

was the Red Sea, on the other Egypt, and before them as they went south the wilderness wastes.  

To all appearances the Israelites lost their way and now were hopelessly entangled.  According to 

all human reckoning the only way out would be to retrace their steps and go back to the place 

where they turned from the route to Canaan.  Thus Pharaoh reasoned, and so after the first shock 

of the last plague was over, he set out with his army to cut off this one escape and so to entrap 

them, planning to bring Israel thus to its knees.  And, indeed, when Pharaoh pursued them Israel 

was soon entirely hemmed in, a perfect prey of the enemy. 

 When the trap was close and Israel realized what had happened, then the Lord, Who had 

intentionally brought all this about, began to work.  Moses was ordered to stretch out his hand 

over the Sea, and the wind blew all that night and the waters were whipped up and stood in walls 

on each side of a path for Israel through the depths of the Sea.  By morning Israel was safely on 

the other shore.  During the course of the great miracle the pillar of Jehovah’s guidance stood 

twixt Israel and the enemy protecting them.  It was darkness to the Egyptians and light to the 

Israelites.  First while the Sea was being prepared for their passage, the pillar simply stood 

between Israel and their enemy; as they passed over, it followed them. 

 Of course the opening of the Red Sea was a miracle.  Some deny all miracles and 

consequently seek to explain miracles from the workings of the ordinary laws of nature.  It has 

been pointed out that, e.g., the water in Lake Erie under the pressure of a strong gale has been 

known to rise as much as seven feet at Buffalo and to be depressed a corresponding seven feet at 

Toledo.  Those who attempt to make of the marvelous event at the Red Sea a mere natural event 

say that the wind blowing all the night could accomplish this.  When Israel was across, they 

reason the wind must have changed in direction since the bodies of the Egyptians were swept to 

the other shore.  If the matter were not as serious as it is, one would be inclined to smile at the 

attempt to explain the wonder from mere natural phenomena.  (1) Would a violently blowing 

wind normally pile up a wall of water on each side? Remember the water stood on both sides of 

them—it was not merely backed up on one side as a violent wind may back up a river. (2) It 

would be very remarkable indeed and impossible to explain that the wind began to blow when 

Moses stretched out his hand and that the water returned when he again stretched out his hand if 

all this was a mere natural phenomenon. (3) How would one explain the pillar of cloud rising up 



from before Israel and taking the rearguard position, if all this was not a mighty working of 

God’s power? 

 From God’s viewpoint the purpose of the miracle was that he might get a name for 

Himself; as far as Israel was concerned the miracle was intended to deliver them once and for all 

from their enemy, and to do so in such a way that Israel knew that God had separated His people 

unto Himself. 

 

A BOLD FAITH 

 

 After Philip had preached to the Ethiopian eunuch and had baptized him the Spirit of the 

Lord caught Philip away that the eunuch saw him no more (Acts 8:39).  Of course, the Lord 

could have performed a similar miracle here at the Red Sea and bodily lifted Israel up over the 

Sea without making a dry path through the Sea.  In that case there would have been little room 

for the exercise of Israel’s faith and the great unbelief of the Egyptians had not been revealed.  

Now there was room for the exercise of faith, and it is exactly the exercise of this faith of which 

Heb. 11:29 speaks. 

 The passage speaks of Israel’s faith, and not merely of Moses’.  It is indeed true that we 

may not presuppose that everyone that passed through, also of the mixed multitude, possessed 

true faith.  Already then there was the great group that was unbelieving and that very likely 

repeatedly incited Israel to murmur.  In many of them God had no good-pleasure.  But we must 

remember there was also the remnant according to election, the faithful—their faith is here the 

controlling and dominating force.  Certainly Israel’s passage was an act of faith.  It took great 

faith to go down between these walls of water with their wives and cattle and little ones and to 

move forward to the other side.  Yet in obedience to Moses’ command they did it, believing that 

the Lord wrought for them and would lead them safely to the other side, and deliver them from 

their enemy.   

 On the other hand, the attempt of the Egyptians to force a passage was the very opposite 

of faith.  They knew that God was for Israel.  Yes, even the pillar that was light to Israel was 

darkness to them.  It was hardness of heart, a deliberate attempt to fight against the Lord that 

made Pharaoh and his army plunge in after Israel.  They had no Word of God that He would 

bring them through, all the testimony was that God would destroy every effort to bring Israel 

back, yet they went in.  And they persisted even when the sea began to return, and the going 

became hard.  And when the sea overwhelmed them Egypt and its host perished in the same Sea 

that opened for Israel. 

  

A SIGNIFICANT DELIVERANCE 

 

 Significant for Israel.  By this miracle they were once for all delivered from the house of 

bondage in Egypt, and Egypt’s power completely broken.  Besides, the tidings of this marvelous 

deliverance went before them even unto Canaan, and fear fell on all the inhabitants of the land.  

God had gotten Himself a great victory.  And Israel had beheld that salvation is of the Lord 

along.  

Significant also in other respects.  The deliverance at the Red Sea is mentioned in our 

Baptism Form as a type of baptism, by which we are delivered from the enemy. 

 



QUESTIONS:--Why did Pharaoh judge that Israel was entangled in the wilderness? How do 

some attempt to explain the miracle as a mere natural phenomenon? Mention serious objections 

to this attempt.  What are miracles? What are laws of nature? What was God’s purpose with this 

miracle at the Red Sea? Why was Israel’s passage an act of faith? How is the wonder at the Red 

Sea a type of baptism? 
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THE FALL OF JERICHO’S WALLS 

3
rd

 Week of March 

 

Heb. 11:30—By faith the walls of Jericho fell down, after they were compassed about seven 

days. 

 Be sure to reread the story in Joshua 6. 

 Some forty years elapsed between the passage of the Red Sea and the fall of Jericho.  

Much took place during these intervening years, but Hebrews 11 passes over all this and calls 

our attention to the fall of Jericho.  Hebrews 11 is the chapter of faith, and although faith was not 

wholly absent in the intervening years they still were largely years of murmuring and unbelief.  

Now a new generation had arisen, and they had conquered the other side of the Jordan with the 

help of the Lord, and now crossed the Jordan River.  Before them stood Jericho. 

 

THE DIVINE COMMAND 

 

 Jericho was not a large city but it was a mighty city.  It could not have been large since 

Israel walked about it on the seventh day seven times.  Yet it was mighty.  It stood on a hill, and 

was well fortified.  It was a garrison city, a fortress surrounded by strong walls.  And you may be 

sure the walls were in excellent repair, for Canaan expected the Israelites to come.  The city was 

the key city on this side of Jordan, and its capture would give access to the whole land. 

 In respect to the capture of the city the Lord gave a specific injunction to Joshua. See 

Joshua 5:13-15 and 6:2.  (The man with the drawn sword was the captain of the Lord’s host, the 

angel of the covenant through whom Israel had the victory.)  Israel was ordered by the Lord to 

walk about the city seven days, once each day and on the seventh day seven times.  All Israel 

was to take part, men, women and children with the armed forces in the van and in the rear, and 

seven priests bearing the ark in the midst. 

 The Lord’s purpose in giving the city to the Israelites by the miracle of the falling of the 

walls was again to show Israel that the Lord gave them the Land.  The Lord takes the land from 

the wicked and gives it to Israel.  Hence also the ark was to be in the midst, and the priests’ 

trumpets sounded forth the salvation of the Lord.  Seven is the number of rest, of God’s rest, and 

on the seventh day Israel would inherit the land.  Undoubtedly we should see in this divine 

command to Israel a type.  Jericho is typical of the world, the fullness of which is now the 

possession of the wicked.  The church of God is called, not to improve the world, nor to realize 

the kingdom of God on earth, but simply to walk about the world.  The church must blow the 

trumpet of the gospel and announce that God gives the victory.  Then at the end, when the last 

trump sounds, the walls of this world will collapse, and the meek shall inherit the earth. 

 

AN OBEDIENT FAITH 



 The walls of Jericho fell by faith.  This does not mean that faith itself made the walls 

collapse, but that believing in the Lord and obeying his command Israel was not put to shame.  

God could have caused the walls to collapse before Israel even came to them.  He could have 

caused them to fall without their marching to Jericho.  However, in that case their faith had not 

been demonstrated.  God wished to be magnified also in Israel’s faith. 

 How apparently ridiculous their marching about the city must have seemed to the enemy.  

From the viewpoint of the world, it was absolutely meaningless and could accomplish nothing.  

But Israel believed in the Lord.  Their faith seems to have been very strong.  As a matter of fact 

the generation that entered the land of rest revealed great faith all along—we do not read of 

murmurings and rebellions, but that they feared the Lord and obeyed Him.  The generation 

previous fell in the wilderness because of its wickedness, the generation that followed turned to 

idols.  This generation was obedient.  Also at Jericho they did as the Lord commanded.  Again 

let me reiterate the calling of the present day church: it is not with ramming beams to break down 

the walls of the world, it is not to legislate Christianity, and it is not to conquer the world for 

Christ.  We are called to encompass the walls of Jericho, to walk about them in faith, and to look 

for the salvation of the Lord.  At the end of our journey, the Lord Himself will come with a 

trump and Babylon shall fall. 

 

THE VICTORIOUS OUTCOME 

 

 The walls of Jericho did collapse.  The strong walls fell, they collapsed.  Not because of 

weakness, but by an act of the Lord.  God gave the city unto Israel.  And the entire city had to be 

razed, its inhabitants slain.  Its fall as key city was to be a continual reminder to Israel that God 

and God alone gave them the land as an inheritance. 

 The citadel of sin and evil, the power of the wicked world as it has dominion over the 

earth, will also collapse, by a miracle of God, at His appointed time, when Christ returns.  In the 

meantime faith must continually affirm it, believe, and wait for the destruction of the wicked that 

is the day of salvation for God’s people. 

 

QUESTIONS: Why was the city of Jericho of strategic importance? Why was Israel to march 

about it seven days, and seven times on the seventh day?  One of the seven days was a Sabbath, 

perhaps the seventh day itself was the Sabbath—did Israel transgress the Sabbath in marching 

around the city? Prove that it is unreasonable to maintain that the walls of Jericho fell in the 

normal course of natural events.  Why was the city to be completely razed and its inhabitants 

destroyed? How do you explain from the viewpoint of God’s justice that also the little children 

and even the animals had to be destroyed? 

 

Outline 24 

RAHAB’S FAITH 

4
th

 Week of March 

 

Hebrews 11:31—By faith the harlot Rahab perished not with them that believed not, when she 

had received the spies with peace. 

Consult also Joshua 2. 

 Rahab’s name is mentioned several times in the New Testament.  Hers is one of the few 

women’s names mentioned in the genealogy of Christ in Matthew 1.  In that chapter Rahab is 



called the wife of Salmon, a prince of Judah.  She was a maternal ancestress of David, and so of 

the great Son of David, our Lord Jesus Christ.  Rahab’s name is mentioned also by James, 

chapter 2:25.  The writer of Hebrews very properly mentions here in the eleventh chapter.  The 

fall of Jericho’s walls quite naturally brings to mind the woman who hid the spies and was saved 

from the city’s destruction because she believed.  

 

HER BLACK BACKGROUND 

 

 Rahab was a Gentile, a Canaanite, with all that implies.  In God’s surpassing wisdom this 

elect vessel was not born of the seed of Abraham in the sphere of the covenant, but born among 

the peoples who had no part with Israel.  She was not historically an heir of the covenants and of 

the promise.  As a Canaanite she was brought up.  The Canaanites worshipped other gods.  As a 

matter of fact they were the descendants of Ham’s son Canaan upon whom Noah uttered the 

curse.  In the time of Joshua the measure of their iniquity was full.  Abraham could not inherit 

the land in his day because the measure of iniquity in the land was not yet full.  But now it was 

full, and God’s righteous judgments were ready to break forth upon them unto their destruction.  

The development of sin had run its course.  The Canaanites had now in their generations brought 

sin to the climax.  The picture of Romans 1 applied to them. 

 On that background it is not at all striking to read of Rahab that she was a harlot.  Joshua 

2 refers thus to her, and James speaks of the harlot Rahab—only the genealogy of Matthew 1 

omits this qualification in its reference to her.  Attempts have been made of modify the meaning 

of this qualification and consider her as a woman who ran a decent boarding house.  It is argued 

that the Hebrew word may mean that.  It is also argued that the God-fearing spies would not go 

to the house of a harlot.  In regard to the latter it must be remembered that the spies went to her 

house because it was by the wall and therefore a safe refuge.  Besides, it is questionable whether 

the spies were aware that the woman was a harlot before they entered her home.  We must see in 

their coming into her home the directing hand of God.  It is also impossible to modify the 

meaning of the term “harlot.”  The Hebrew word indeed may mean a woman who runs a 

respectable boarding house, but the Greek word used by Hebrews and by James cannot possibly 

be taken in any other sense than of harlot, prostitute.  She sold her body for pay in the lusts of the 

flesh.  However, this low estate is not a surprise if we remember that the measure of iniquity of 

the Canaanites was full—such sins exactly follow when men forsake God, cf. Romans 1.  

Besides, in heathendom such wickedness is not looked upon with the revulsion of the Christian.  

There does not even seem to have been any estrangement between Rahab and her family on 

account of her employment.  Finally, although Rahab had fallen low, we must not think that 

prostitution is in God’s eyes the greatest of sins.  Indeed it is a great sin, but undoubtedly to deny 

God’s Word, to corrupt the truth, is a far greater sin. 

 The description of Rahab as a harlot refers of course to her past life.  It certainly cannot 

mean that she remained a harlot.  For several reasons: A. Grace that forgives also delivers, whom 

God justifies He also sanctifies.  That was true in the Old Testament as well as it is true today.  

B. Israel would never have condoned continued harlotry in its midst.  Especially not the God-

fearing generation that entered Canaan. C. Finally, the very fact that she became the wife of 

Salmon, a prince of Judah, presupposes that she broke with her sinful life.  As a matter of fact 

from this marriage with Salmon was born the god-fearing Boaz of the book of Ruth.  In view of 

all this it is only just to say that Rahab was a harlot when God’s grace found her, but that 



sovereign grace changed all this.  God magnified His mercy and grace in drawing her out of the 

darkness. 

 We must be careful not to look down upon Rahab and her past from the heights.  Most of 

us have been brought up in Christian homes; very few came in any sense from such a 

background as she did.  Yet remember that the human race in Adam together lies in the midst of 

sin and corruption.  The human race is one tree, and each of us sins according to his place in that 

tree.  But we too are part of the same corrupt tree, by nature, that Rahab was.  Besides, without 

intending to mitigate her sinful past, let us remember that we also have transgressed all God’s 

commandments, the seventh not excluded.  The background of us all is black.  

 

HER EVIDENT FAITH 

 

 How did Rahab come to believe?  Faith cometh by hearing, Paul says in Romans 10:17.  

Rahab had heard the reports concerning Israel and what their God had done for them.  God 

opened her heart and she believed.  Rahab’s faith was also a faith coupled with action.  She 

brought forth works, James 2.  Hebrews 11 says “she received the spies with peace.”  She took 

their part against her own people, for God’s sake she turned traitor to the cause of her city. Does 

this, however, justify her lie in connection with the hiding of the spies? There are two views, A. 

One is that the lie may not be condoned or excused, that there are no necessary lies, and that in 

this respect Rahab’s faith was imperfect.  B. The other is that the lie was necessary for the safety 

of the spies, that Scripture nowhere condemns it, and that God once ordained Israel to act out a 

lie (the God-commanded ambush at Ai, Joshua 8). 

 As Rahab believed, so every believer believes what God reveals.  Faith is an inner 

conviction that God’s people have the victory.  But faith must also reveal itself in actions 

conformable to faith.  It must do as well as say.  Faith chooses God’s people and their cause, and 

receives His people with peace. 

 

HER BLESSED REWARD 

 

 The text puts the matter negatively: she perished not with them that believed not. Note, 

the others in Jericho did not believe.  Undoubtedly this stubborn unbelief is the climatic sin of 

Jericho—when they mocked the reports concerning Israel and its God and hid themselves behind 

their strong walls, they filled the measure of their iniquity to the very brim and perished 

righteously in their sins.  But Rahab did not perish, not because she had not sinned, but because 

she believed. 

 Positively speaking Rahab was saved.  She and all hers were incorporated into Israel to 

be part of the people of God.  

 If Jericho’s destruction is a picture of the final overthrow of the world, then Rahab’s case 

emphasizes that those that believe alone shall escape the destruction. 

 At the same time Rahab with Ruth and others of the Gentiles who in the Old Testament 

entered into the kingdom were the prophecy of the New Testament times when the Gentiles are 

gathered in, to become one fold with the believing Jews.   

 QUESTIONS:--Who were the Canaanites? How do we know that at the time of the 

conquest of Canaan their measure of iniquity was full? (See Genesis 15:13-16)  Prove that Rahab 

did not remain a harlot after she was taken up into Israel.  Is prostitution a great sin? Is it the 



greatest sin? How did Rahab come to believe? How did she reveal her faith in her actions? Are 

these necessary lies? Why was Rahab’s family also saved with her? 

 

Outline 25 

A PARTING GLANCE IN THE HALL OF HEROES 

1
st
 Week of April  

 

 Heb. 11:32-34—And what shall I more say? For the time would fail me to tell of Gideon, 

and of Barak, and of Samson, and of Jepthae; of David also, and Samuel, and of the prophets: 

 Who through faith subdued kingdoms, wrought righteousness, obtained promises, 

stopped the mouths of lions. 

 Quenched the violence of fire, escaped the edge of the sword, out of weakness were made 

strong, waxed valiant in fight, turned to flight the armies of the aliens.” 

 In vss. 32-38 the writer of Hebrews as it were hurries through the remainder of the Old 

Testament hail of heroes.  His purpose is to encourage the New Testament believers in their 

faith.  They must not draw back, they must not grow weary and faith, Heb. 10:36-39.  He has 

shown how the Old Testament saints walked by faith and endured to the end, and he has 

sufficiently enlarged upon this to serve his purpose.  Time would fail him to enlarge upon all the 

heroes of faith, so he now hurries through.   

 In vs. 32 he mentions a few names of Old Testament saints who manifested the faith of 

which he speaks.  Their names are written in the Greek spelling in our Bibles, and not in the 

Hebrew spelling as in the Old Testament.  Gideon, Barak, Samson, Jepthah, David and Samuel.  

Indeed some of these also committed great sins, but it is their faith according to which they are 

remembered as worthy examples.  Samson’s name is also mentioned as a believer.  By the 

prophets we understand the major prophets (Isaiah, Jeremiah, Ezekiel), the minor prophets (the 

twelve whose writings are part of Scripture), but also all the other prophets of God such as 

Elijah, Elisha, etc. 

 Vss. 33 and 34 refer to the great deeds that were accomplished by faith, “Who through 

faith subdued kingdoms” as David, Hezekiah, etc.  “Wrought righteousness” for their subjects 

and people, as the kings and judges.  “Obtained promises”, that is, either they received 

revelations of future promises of Messianic glory, or they obtained the things God promised 

(victory over the enemies in battle, etc).  “Stopped the mouths of lions”—think of Daniel.  

“Quenched the violence of fire”—think of Daniel’s three friends in the fiery furnace.  “Escaped 

the edge of the sword”, as Jerusalem did in Hezekiah’s day by trust in the Lord. “Out of 

weakness were made strong”—as Hezekiah’s life was prolonged after his believing prayer. 

“Waxed valiant in fight”—David, and many others.  “Turned to flight the armies of the aliens”.  

Vs. 35a adds, “Women received their dead raised to life again.” 

 The meaning is that all this took place: through faith.  These words of vs. 33 controls all 

that follows.  All these deeds and actions were possible by faith. 

 Hence, the verses as a whole speak of a common faith, a faith evident throughout the 

generations, dominating and controlling.  All were called in the midst of great difficulties to 

exercise their faith and fight the battle of the Lord.  They did so by faith. 

 The following verses (35-38) emphasize faith amid persecution.  We leave these verses 

for another outline. 

QUESTIONS:--Who was Gideon and what did he do? Who was Barak? Who was Jepthah? Why 

is Samson worthy of mention as a hero of faith? In what sense does faith qualify for action? Why 



should the writer of Hebrews mention all these deeds of faith—what was his purpose as far as his 

readers are concerned? 
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