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 Those who have never visited the Hawkeye state “where the tall corn grows” have many 

a misconception of it.  Not that Indians with tomahawks and bow and arrow are still imagined 

running rife in these parts, but the impression that many have is that the only thing to be seen in 

Iowa is “tall corn.”   That all Iowa is one monotonous plain concerning which the popular song 

of today speaks of as “through the prairie.” This is erroneous. 

 Equally beside the truth is it that all Iowa is just simply Iowa as far as the life of the 

Protestant Reformed Young Peoples’ Societies is concerned.  A very small percent of the 

Oskaloosa-Pella young folks have seen the northwest, and so also few of the Western League 

have visited the aforenamed vicinity.  There is a vast expanse of 300 miles separating these two 

communities.  Picture the distance from Grand Rapids, Michigan to Rock Island, Illinois and you 

have the distance from Oskaloosa, Iowa to Edgerton, Minnesota.  

 These “voices” therefore come from widely scattered parts of a great state. 

 Possibly the matter of interest, which is of interest to all the societies of the Western 

League is what we would call the “Voice of Iowa.” 

 The Western League of societies is very happy to be able to report that their voice in the 

most literal sense of the word is heard in nearly half of Iowa, South Dakota, and Minnesota.  It 

thrills our hearts to hear the announcer of Radio Station KSOO Sioux Falls, South Dakota say: 

“The following religious program is sponsored by the Western League of the Protestant 

Reformed Young People of Northwestern Iowa and Minnesota.” 

 Our voice has a joyful, clear and distinctive sound.  That is why we went on the air.  We 

therefore felt that as such it should be known and spoken of, and that to that end we gave it the 

distinctive name of “The Sovereign Grace hour.” Each member was requested to submit his 

suggestion for a fit name, and the one whose suggestion was selected by the committee 

appointed for this purpose was given a prize.  Indeed we deem the name selected a proper 

choice. 

 Our radio broadcast is on the air each Sunday afternoon from 4:30 to 5 o’clock.  It is 

introduced by the announcer of KSOO after which our recorded theme-song is heard sung by a 

chorus of 60 voices.  Our song is No. 49 from the Psalter.  “The ends of all the earth shall 

hear…”  Other numbers have also been recorded which are heard from time to time.  

 All our ministers from north-west Iowa and Minnesota speak on our program.  Some 

have their messages transcribed, other speak directly from the studio in Sioux Falls, South 

Dakota.  Thus we have a to be desired variety.  Due to distance the ministers from Oskaloosa-

Pella do not speak. 

 Of course radio-broadcasting requires money.  With united efforts much can be done.  

Systematically our shoulder was put to the wheel.  Each member of the various societies of the 

western league pays the sum of $2.00 toward the radio fund; also other gifts were received and 

herewith gratefully acknowledged.  And we are thankful to be able to report that the needed 

amount for the planned broadcast of the 1942-1943 season has been pledged for and to a great 

extent, paid.  

 We do not wish to place an extra burden upon the shoulders of others who are also 

sponsoring broadcasts in their own vicinities, but if there are those who feel that they would like 

to support our broadcast, and have a little surplus money in their treasury, we welcome them to 



follow the example of others, who have sent us their contributions.  The Rev. Peter Vis, of Rock 

Valley, Iowa, is our treasurer. 

 

OTHER “VOICES”…. 

 

 Edgerton, Minnesota reports that their society numbers 19 members.  They enjoy the 

presence of visitors which swells the actual number present at the meetings to approximately 30 

persons.  The “Voice” of the Edgerton Young People is heard also on the radio-broadcast 

separately from the Iowa youth.  This is apparently due to the driving distance of sixty miles 

from Hull, Iowa to Edgerton.  But even that their voices blend well with those of the others both 

in content and in intent, and that is as it should be.  

 From Doon, Iowa we also have a report.  This Society is carrying on bravely as best it 

can in the face of many odds.  To begin with they are small in number.  And at present they do 

not have their own pastor.  The correspondent writes: “We are in hopes of getting a leader again 

soon.”  Another hardship in Doon is that from their already small number, two young men have 

been called away to the Armed Forces of our land.  We expect more to go.  Having only a small 

group to start with, this leaves our group still smaller.”  Two young men to the services from a 

large society is not felt in the terms of a group nearly as keenly as when the group is not large.  

The percentage that leaves is so much larger.  A truth that is always a present reality before the 

minds of our small churches.  

 But they do not give up courage.  The correspondent further writes: “One thing we are 

doing.  We are re-shingling our church and plan later to plaster and redecorate the interior.  Our 

society is aiding with this financially.” 

 Sioux Center is a bee-hive of activity judging from the report.  The report strikes a note 

of confidence born from an active and aggressive life.  This society, now some five years old, 

have enjoyed numerical growth and has fared well.  The report reads: “At the time of our 

organization, it was decided to meet every other Sunday evening, but due to the interest shown 

we found it wise as well as profitable to meet every Sunday evening.”  Again, “Our society has 

doubled in number since it was organized and now numbers fifteen members.  And the Lord 

willing, we will have a larger society by and by, whereas we have a large number of young 

recruits in our congregation.” 

 Sioux Center’s report also speaks of “empty chairs” of the men who have left for the 

Army.  But even though this is no cause for rejoicing, it apparently has not abated their zeal for 

activity.  Within the circumference of their ability and number, they engage a well0rounded out 

program of work.  The report reads: “Within the last year and a half we have managed to get 

quite a collection of books on our shelves.” The books are censured and if they do not meet the 

standards of what a Christian considers a “good book, they are promptly destroyed, or else 

returned to the donor.  The report further speaks of debates held on actual and timely subjects, of 

papers that are read.  It speaks of engagements in Literary Criticism, Conducting of Bible 

Quizzes, discussions of current events, of giving book reports, rendering musical selections, and 

keeping contact by correspondence with the boys in the armed service.   

 Rock Valley, Iowa also reports! The report reads: “We are not a very large group.  At the 

present time we have seventeen members.  However our members are quite loyal, often taking 

their friends with them… Rev. P. Vis is our president, so consequently he conducts all our 

meetings.  We have benefited much by our Bible discussions following the Bible Study in 

Beacon Lights.  Our meetings are usually brought to a close by a short program consisting of a 



Bible Quiz, an oral report and a vocal number.  So far our Bible Quizzes have met with favorable 

response and our oral reports and vocal numbers have provided us with beneficial 

entertainment.” 

 The report also speaks of four boys in the Army and three more to go soon.  The society 

corresponds with them weekly.  Our thoughts, fears and prayers are often with them and for 

them.   

 Orange City, Iowa, has the following news: Our president is the Rev. Blankespoor.  We 

are now studying the Beacon Lights which we find very interesting.  This Bible discussion and 

the singing of a few Psalter numbers fills our time before recess. 

 After recess, which is about five minutes, we continue with our question box and essays, 

in which every member cooperates.  

 Our society gathers every other week, and we hope we may continue in the future, and 

that it may be to the honor and glory of our heavenly Father.   

 The following is from Oskaloosa, Iowa.  This is perhaps one of the least heard of 

societies, but not necessarily the least active.  The report reads: We meet every Sunday evening.  

At present we have about sixteen members.  Due to the gas rationing the society meetings are 

combined with the catechism.  The report further says: Three of the members of the Oskaloosa 

society are in the army.  They are, Elmer Rijken, Bob Kelderman and Dick Brink.  There are 

others in the service from the congregation: Henry Van Weelden, Henry Vroeg and Ralph 

Kempenaar.  Another item of interest is: At a recent meeting it was decided to purchase two 

dozen new Psalters for use in the church.  We also have a committee appointed to buy an 

additional piano, as we desire to have one in the basement of the church too.  All members of the 

society are required to write the boys in the service—which this correspondent hopes they are 

doing faithfully.  

 The society in Pella meets every Sunday evening.  The activities in Pella follow the 

general pattern of activities as reported above.  The Beacon Light as a paper is enjoyed very 

much.  A word of appreciation from this correspondent to the personnel in charge! 
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