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Progress of the War 

 

 According to latest reports the war seems to be lining up in favor of the Allies on all 

fronts.  The Russians are steadily pushing the Germans back, and the Allies are holding their 

ground in North Africa.  The Japs also seem to be getting the worst of it in the Solomons at the 

present.  Now and then we hear of activity in the Burma sector, but it is apparent that there is no 

major drive there as yet.   

 The element of surprise has played a major role in this war.  And since both the Japs and 

Germans are adept at springing the unexpected, we must be ready for almost anything.  Already 

we have been warned of impending submarine warfare on the part of the Germans on a greatly 

increased scale.  Germany is producing many Subs for the purpose of attacking the Allies life-

line to Africa: that seems to be her strongest and most effective weapon.  Even at present many 

cargo ships are being sunk.  The fact that we do not hear as much of Allied losses at present does 

not mean there are none, or that they have been decreased. 

 We should also understand that the clearing of all Russian and African territory of Axis 

troops, does not mean that the war will soon be over.  It is undoubtedly a big step in that 

direction because it will allow the Allies to concentrate upon Germany proper as well as German 

held territory.  It will bring the war much closer home as far as the Germans are concerned and it 

will probably also have quite a psychological effect on the German people since they have been 

made to understand that they have nothing to fear in the way of being bombed or invaded.  They 

have been told that Berlin is inaccessible either by land or by air.  By this time they know better, 

and therefore any threat of invasion will have a tremendous effect upon them in this war of 

nerves.  However, we must not forget that Germany will not be idle and will also take all 

possible precautions against such an invasion.  And, of course, after Germany is conquered there 

still remains the Jap to be taken care of and if what we have heard about the Jap is true, he will 

fight to the last ditch. 

 

Enlistment 

 

 It isn’t our purpose at this time to write about this subject.  Since our department covers 

anything in the line of current events, we take the liberty to suggest the above mentioned subject 

as a topic for debate in our open forum.  The reason we make this suggestion is mainly due to the 

fact that we have noticed very little activity in that department, as was also stated in the last 

issue.  On the other hand, we are of the opinion that the subject allows room for debate; at least 

we are all aware of the fact that there are some who condemn the practice, and again others who 

justify it.  We were told in our Church News, some time ago, that a certain speaker had strongly 

condemned the practice but when we read his address, we found only a single statement to that 

effect. 

 Many of our boys have enlisted in the past, and there are undoubtedly some who are 

thinking about it (if enlisting is still permitted).  Couldn’t we get their point of view? And those 

who are contrary minded could express their opinion also. 

 



Wishful Thinking 

 

 In reading various church periodicals one often comes across a statement that will 

express the wish as well as the possibility of a lasting peace after this present conflict is ended.  

We find something on this order in the Banner of Jan. 15, 1943, “The World Today.” The writer 

concludes his article on “Are We Fighting for This?” with the following words, “The men who 

are sent to the Peace Conference must be real Americans. And if at all possibly, they ought to be 

real Christians, who will try to give the world a peace which is based upon the Word of God.” 

 We call that wishful thinking. 

 It is even worse than that because it is deceptive.  It deceives the people of God and 

undermines their religion, while at the same time it indicates just how far the Christian Reformed 

Church has drifted away from the truth.  We do not have the space to enlarge upon the fact but it 

seems to me that anyone can see that such a statement presents all kinds of impossibilities and 

contradictions.  If the men who are sent to the Peace Conference are real Americans, it speaks for 

itself that they will not be real Christians.  History and the Word of God both plainly teach that 

the real Christian has no voice in the affairs of this world, and, we may safely say, never will 

have.  Still, the writer presents such a possibility.  This is entirely in harmony with the “Back to 

God” movement in that Church which has as its purpose the impossible task of bringing America 

back to God.  Only when America has first been brought back to God can it be expected that the 

men who are sent to the Peace Conference will be real Christians.   

 We claim that such a thing is impossible and that the Church which attempts such a 

Scriptural impossibility is missing its calling.  It has lost its distinctive character.   

 Even so, should that be possible (granted for the sake of argument), it is still a far cry 

from the other impossible wish that is expressed in “To give the world a peace which is based 

upon the Word of God.” 

 Don’t be deceived by such dangerous wishful thinking. 
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