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 If I was good at drawing cartoons I would draw a picture of an airplane floundering about 

on billows of night’s darkness, looking for beacon lights that failed to appear.  On that airplane I 

would stamp the words: “Some of our Western Societies” and where that beacon light was 

supposed to blink its light I would put the words, “Beacon Lights, Dec. Issue.” Now I would not 

mean to leave the impression that we are so dependent here in Iowa that we flounder if the 

Beacon Lights does not arrive, but I would only want to cartoonize the fact that when some 

abnormality in the mails withholds our society paper, we notice it and miss it.  What we mean is, 

we rather enjoy the Beacon Lights and find it a good paper.  We just hope we won’t have to draw 

such a cartoon for the January Issue.   

 The above paragraph was only intended to be a spring-board from which to jump to the 

subject I was going to touch on briefly.   

 

A Sample Problem 

 

 From items on the National U.S.A. labor program for 1943 we notice that it is to be an 

exceedingly busy year, in which each one of us is called upon to exert himself all-out in the war 

effort.  I know it will be that way on the farms.  For what with so many of our boys gone to serve 

the colors? More production is required but in the meantime there are less hands to bring it 

about.  Very frequently one will have to do what formerly two did.  I presume it is somewhat the 

same in the urban life.   

 And that is just one sample from among the many problems which we will have to meet 

and solve.  The problem is not only to get that work done.  Our problem dissolves if we simply 

say, let’s drop everything else and plunge into the war effort.  But our problem is: how to keep 

our Christian balance amid it all.  On the one hand, so to do this work that we shall seek the 

Kingdom of heaven and its righteousness, and on the other hand while doing this work to 

maintain and nurture the spiritual side of our lives.  To keep that proper relation of balance…. 

Seek first the Kingdom of God.  I presume that is a duty to which we will in the year to come 

ever have to re-dedicate ourselves.  I do not intend to solve this problem for you or even now to 

help you to solve it; I merely want to remind you that these days call for careful and prayerful 

thought with reflection and much meditation.  We have problems.  You can’t refer to a dictionary 

of past days, and, ergo! Find the solution… it shall have to be solved by the diligent maintenance 

of the spiritual principles.   

 

Another Problem 

 

 Another of our problems is that we do not sufficiently realize that we have problems.  

Socrates brought upon himself the anger of the people by telling them that only he was wise who 

knew that he didn’t know much.  We are not very wise if we do not realize that our generation is 

confronted with problems which require much wrestling on our part.  And our problems are the 

more profound since our Protestant Reformed conception is so profound.  Our problems run 

vertical, horizontal and also diagonal.  As a cross-word puzzle works out only when we put the 

right letters in the right place, so we do justice to our high calling only when we solve today’s 



problems after the pattern of the Protestant Reformed principles as found in God’s Word.  And 

since it is three-directional it is evident how great an error an apparently minor slip will have to 

produce. Not to realize this betrays our carelessness and ignorance.  

 

Wrestling With These Problems 

 

 We are thankful to God for the wonderful truth He has in the way of struggle and combat 

(also from 1924 on) preserved for and delivered unto us.  For the broad outlines of a God-

centered and heaven-directed truth.  And now that same God confronts us with the calling to 

apply this same truth to our problems.   

 Young Alexander one time complained to his conquest-rich father that there were no 

more countries to conquer.  Our young people will not need to make such a complaint.  Your 

fathers have done valiantly; they have faced the problems of their days and by the grace of God 

have left us a rich heritage of sound principles.  But that in turn at the same time brings us our 

problems.  Upon us have come the “ends of the world” and with it the quintessence of all 

problems.  We have not conquered.  We have only begun to wrestle.  There is much left to be 

done.  Amazingly much. 

 And our spiritual efforts in this direction are more complicated because the world of 

unbelief mocks with our solutions.  To them it is madness and folly, and perhaps not even very 

patriotic at times (?).  For unbelief does not understand us and “the world knoweth us not.”  

 We must be sure and determined, men and women of faith.   

 There is much left to be done.  

 Faith is the victory. May we wrestle valiantly for and in the truth.  
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