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Outline 18 

MOSES HID BY FAITH 

2
nd

 week of February 

 

 Heb. 11:23—By faith Moses, when he was born, was hid three months of his parents, 

because they saw he was a proper child; and they were not afraid of the king’s commandment. 

 Compare Exodus 1 and 2:1-10. 

 Moses is one of the most illustrious figures of the Old Testament, and in several respects 

the greatest of them all.  For Moses was the Mediator of the Old Covenant, called and qualified 

of God to deliver his people out of the house of bondage, and as such a type of Christ.  Because 

Moses was such an outstanding hero of faith, the Holy Spirit in this chapter mentions several 

instances of his victorious faith.  However, the present passage does not speak of Moses’ faith 

but rather of his parents’ faith. 

 

A Dark Hour 

 

 After the death of Jacob and Joseph the promise of God that the seed of Abraham should 

become a multitude entered upon a very rapid fulfillment.  We have the testimony of Scripture 

that Israel was fruitful and increased abundantly, and multiplied, and waxed exceedingly mighty, 

and the land was filled with them.  The seventy souls of Jacob had increased miraculously by the 

power of God’s blessing, and when Israel left Egypt in the exodus Israel must have counted 

some two or three million souls.  It was this very fact of the fulfillment of God’s promise of seed 

that brought upon the people the terrors of persecution.  Exodus tells us that a Pharaoh arose who 

knew not Joseph.  Does that mean he had never heard of him, or does that mean that a new 

political dynasty came into power with new ideas and methods of its own? Undoubtedly the 

latter. 

 At any rate the new Pharaoh was fearful that Israel might at some opportune moment 

rebel, and therefore inaugurated a policy of rigid control intended to exterminate God’s people 

from the earth.  Unknowingly, but nonetheless really, Pharaoh was the tool of Satan whose 

purpose was to destroy the seed from which the Christ should come. 

 The measures of control and extirpation were horrible and cruel.  First the monarch 

imposed upon them hard labor, labor intended to break their constitutional powers of resistance.  

The more he afflicted them, however, the more they multiplied and grew under God’s blessing.  

Then, the cruel tyrant ordered the midwives Shiphrah and Puah (undoubtedly heads of a Hebrew 

organization of midwifery) to put to death the male children at birth.  The midwives feared God 

and arranged to come late at the births, and God remarkably strengthened the Hebrew women so 

they needed no assistance.  At any rate also this measure failed.  Finally, the God-hating 

Pharaoh, hardened still more in his wickedness, gave charge to his own people to hurl all 

newborn babes of the Hebrews into the river.  Very likely there were spies everywhere.  

Seemingly this measure was more successful, at least for a time, and the Hebrews had a very 

difficult time of it.   



 It was in the darkest hour of this persecution that the Mediator of the Old Covenant was 

born.  Very likely he was born when the last measure of extermination was carried out in all its 

force and gruesomeness.  We believe we have every right to say that Moses was born in what 

was exactly the more fearful hour of this horrible policy of extirpation.  The commandment of 

the king could not have been enforced for very long, for then the Israelites would have been 

exterminated.  Perhaps the measure was too cruel, and became a dead letter law.  Neither could 

the commandment have been in force very long before Moses’ birth, since Aaron was three years 

old and his parents do not seem to have had any trouble with him.  In view of this it seems fair to 

conclude that Moses was born in the very time when the commandment was executed in its full 

force.  It was the hour in which maternal love was not strong enough to protect the offspring, a 

time in which the flesh would be inclined to say, Blessed be those that bare not.  It was an hour 

when only faith could cause one to stand.  Yes, even faith needed support, the support of a 

special sign as we gather from the special mark God gave Moses to encourage the faith of his 

parents.  

 

A Bold Faith 

 

 The passage says that Moses’ parents hid him because they saw that he was a proper 

child.  That he was a “proper child” simply means that he was extraordinarily beautiful.  Thus it 

is in Genesis 2:2 thus also in Acts 7:20.  Yet we may not take this as mere natural beauty that 

attracted Amram and Jochebed, the parents of Moses.  In Acts 7:20 the Greek has an expression 

which literally translated means “comely unto God.”  It was also “by faith” that the parents 

recognized this beauty.  Perhaps Moses’ parents had prayed to God in regard to the unborn babe, 

asking God what they must do with their babe when it would be born.  When the babe was born 

they by faith understood its beauty to be a divine injunction to shield and spare the child.  Of 

course, the expression cannot mean that they understood that this child would be the mediator: 

but it does mean that they could not suppress the questioning attitude.  Who knows but this might 

be the mediator who is to deliver.  By faith it was that they also hid him.  That it was necessary 

to hide a babe even within the very confines of one’s own home shows how terrible the 

persecution was.  Had it not been for faith, even parental love would not have enabled them to 

seek to shield the babe. 

 By faith they did not fear the king’s commandment—so the text goes on to say. Very 

likely the king had made the hiding of children a crime to be severely punished, pubishable most 

likely by death.  Undoubtedly had Moses’ parents been discovered they would have paid for their 

deed with their own lives, and perhaps the measures of terrible retaliation taken upon the 

Hebrews in general.  Yet Moses’ parents did not fear for themselves.  They were ready to risk 

their lives because God’s commandment demanded it.  It was because their faith and trust was in 

the Sovereign and Faithful God.  Neither must we imagine that after the first three months they 

did resolve to expose the infant as if their faith then weakened.  It was simply that they could no 

longer hide the infant.  Perhaps his cries were too loud to be smothered in the home, perhaps the 

neighbors reported their deed fearful for what might happen to them if they did not report it.  At 

any rate, to keep the child longer in the home would only risk the child’s life, and so Moses’ 

mother made the ark of bulrushes and entrusted the child to God’s care entirely.  Also this act 

was surely an act of faith, of the fear of God.   

 

Its Blessed Outcome 



 

 Faith is never disappointed in the outcome.  Moses’ parents did not know the why’s and 

wherefore’s of all this—they simply obeyed God’s guidings.  And faith is always justified in the 

end.  It was God’s purpose that the Deliverer should be prepared naturally for his work, also at 

Pharaoh’s court.  Hence also this strange history.  But their faith was justified.   

QUESTIONS: How many brothers and sisters did Moses have, and what were their names and 

ages in relation to Moses? Mention other Old Testament instances where the Satanic attempt was 

made to destroy the seed from which the Christ was to be born.  Today in view of the terrible 

warfare that rages in the world it is stated by some that parents perpetrate a crime when they 

bring children into such a world—what is your opinion of this in view of Israel’s multiplication 

in Egypt? When there is conflict between God’s commandment and the magistrate’s 

commandment, which must the Christian absolutely follow? Prove your point from the case of 

Moses’ parents.  Does the present day persecution of the Jew on the European continent have the 

same significance for the church of the New Testament as it did in the Old Testament—in what 

light must we view this persecution of today? 

 

Outline 19 

MOSES’S CHOICE 

3
rd

 week of February 

 

 Heb. 11:24-26—By faith Moses, when he was come to years, refused to be called the son 

of Pharaoh’s daughter: choosing rather to suffer affliction with the people of God, than to enjoy 

the pleasures of sin for a season; esteeming the reproach of Christ greater riches than the 

treasures in Egypt; for he had respect unto the recompense of the reward.  

 Compare also Acts 7:21-23. 

 This passage deals with Moses’ own faith.  Not only his parents believed, also Moses did.  

It is not enough to have parents that believe, their faith must also be ours in a very real and vital 

sense.  Thus it also is in the case of the true children of the covenant.  Not also that faith must 

reveal itself in actions.  The faith of Moses’ parents was not a dead faith, a faith without works, 

but a faith in which they hid their infant son.  So too it is with Moses.  When he was grown his 

faith revealed itself in his choice.  Moses’ Choice is the subject of this passage. 

  

The Time of the Choice 

 

 In regard to Moses we must remember two things: 1. That he was the son of Pharaoh’s 

daughter.  Josephus, the ancient Jewish writer, say that Moses had actually been adopted by 

Pharaoh’s only daughter, that he was her only son, and therefore in line to become Pharaoh.  It is 

evident from Acts 7 that Moses was reared and educated in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, who 

were in that day one of the most advanced nations of the world in the field of human leaning and 

culture.  2. That he was nonetheless a child of the covenant.  Moses was of the seed of Abraham, 

and undoubtedly bore the very sign of circumcision of that covenant on his body.  Surely, his 

childhood nurse—his very own mother—had instructed him in the things of the Lord.  You 

cannot conceive of Moses’ choice by faith unless you presuppose that he was well acquainted 

with the things of God and Israel.  Perhaps, even as he grew older he was allowed to go down 

from the court to Goshen and visit his mother, who surely did not neglect to instruct him in the 



things of God.  Besides, Moses was a true child of the covenant, in whose heart were the 

operations of the regenerating Spirit of God. 

 When he was grown, he made the choice of which the text speaks.  His final and definite 

choice to break with his present position and go to the side of the hated Hebrews was not the 

decision of a child.  He was a mature man of forty years of age.  Perhaps “when he was grown” 

refers also to spiritual maturity; at least when Moses made his choice he was spiritually mature.  

Naturally we must not conceive of it that Moses had never thought of this step before, that 

suddenly he decided this without any forethought.  On the contrary his decision must have 

developed gradually, and ripened.  At the age of forty he took the final step from which there 

was no return.  He informed Pharaoh’s daughter that he refused any longer to be her son, he 

rejected all that it implied, and broke with the royal court forever.   

 Must not also all God’s covenant children when they come to year of maturity and 

discretion come to a rather definite choice or decision? Must they not by an act of confession 

give a very definite expression to their choice? Will not the true children of the covenant do so, 

not only because God commands it, but also because they cannot do other than testify of their 

own particular faith? 

 

The Alternatives 

 

 To choose, one must choose between two alternatives.  The alternatives in Moses’ case 

were very clear to him.  On the one hand he could, objectively considered, remain in his present 

position.  He could choose the part of Egypt.  That would mean the possession and enjoyment of 

the treasures of Egypt.  And Egypt was the world power of that day, rich and glorious.  Perhaps 

as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter he might someday have been the monarch of that world power.  

The world and its riches and honor lay, so to speak, at his feet.  They could be had for the asking; 

more correctly, they were his already as the son of Pharaoh’s daughter.  From a spiritual 

viewpoint the text calls these things “the pleasures of sin.”  And correctly so, for to enjoy them 

Moses would have to deny God and his own people.  He would need to take a stand against 

Israel and choose the part of the oppressor.  They would be the pleasures of sin.  And these are 

only “for a season.”  At best they last only for the span of this life.   

 On the other hand Moses could also refuse to be called a son of Pharaoh’s daughter and 

choose the lot of the people of God.  In that case he must renounce Egypt and its sin; he must 

turn away from it and leave it behind.  What he would receive would be “to suffer affliction with 

the people of God.” God’s people were then afflicted and tormented, grievously so.  They had 

been promised a land as an inheritance, but they did not possess it, nor were there any apparent 

indications they would do so.  On the contrary, it seemed as though the promise never would be 

realized.  Only afflictions awaited him if he chose their lot.  From the Christian viewpoint, and in 

the light of the New Testament fulfillment, these afflictions are called the “reproach of Christ.”  

The central promise to Israel was the promise of the Christ; to bring forth this Christ the people 

were a distinct and separate people.  Thus when they were afflicted “the reproach of Christ” was 

upon them—it was for the Christ’s sake. 

 But isn’t the choice believers must once and always make throughout the course of the 

ages principally always between these two alternatives?  On the one hand there are the pleasures 

of sin for a season, which if you pursue you must deny God and His people.  On the other hand, 

if you reject these and choose God and His people, there awaits in this present time “the reproach 

of Christ.” 



The Choice and Its Motive 

 

 Moses made a very definite choice.  He refused henceforth to be called the son of 

Pharaoh’s daughter, left the palace and went down to the people of God in their affliction.  And 

verse 26 says that he esteemed the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt.  

He weighed them in the balance, and Egypt’s treasures were but evanescent and vain—the 

reproach of Christ was great riches.  That estimation was “by faith.” By faith he realized the true 

character of what Egypt offered; by faith he saw that Israel was rich in its God.  By faith 

therefore also he saw into the distant future—to the recompense of the reward.  He looked away 

from Egypt, from the afflictions as such to the heavenly reward of grace that God bestows upon 

His faithful servants.   

 And isn’t it still true today that only by faith we can see the two alternatives, properly 

evaluate them and come to the conclusion that the way of the cross and self-denial, the reproach 

of Christ, are the only true riches? Isn’t it true that only by faith one can pass up the present and 

look away to the heavenly glory and reward that God bestows upon the faithful? Without faith it 

is surely impossibly.   

QUESTIONS: How did Moses learn to know about God, His people, His promises and 

covenant? Must we still choose whom we shall serve? How can one make this choice of Moses? 

At what age should one make confession of faith? 

 

Outline 20 

MOSES BY FAITH FORSAKING EGYPT 

4
th

 week of February 

 

Hebrews 11: 27—By faith he forsook Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the king: for he endured, as 

seeing him who is invisible. 

 Compare Exodus 2: 11-15.  

 True faith not only sets its foot upon the God-approved way, but it also walks therein.  

Moses not only made a good choice, but he also continued to persevere in it.  We must not only 

choose once, we must continue to make the good choice.  And the true believer will, for the God 

who begins a good work also continues it.  That does not mean that the Christian may not fall 

into sin, but it means that he does not continue in it.   

 

A Necessary Flight 

 

 To what historical incident does the text of Heb. 11 refer?  Which event does the sacred 

writer have in mind when he speaks of Moses fleeing from Egypt, not fearing the wrath of the 

king?  This question has troubled expositors, and perhaps will continue to divide those that 

seriously think into the text.  There are two possibilities.  The first is that the flight spoken of 

refers to Moses’ flight from Egypt after his murder of the Egyptian was known and Pharaoh 

sought to slay him.  The main difficulty in this case is that Exodus 2:14 says “Moses feared” 

while this passage of Heb. 11 says “not fearing the wrath of the king.”  Because of this apparent 

contradiction various interpreters reject this as the instance to which the writer of Hebrews refers 

and take the text to refer to Moses departure with Israel in the night of the very exodus and 

Egypt’s first-born were slain and Pharaoh ordered them to be gone.  I leave the decision for your 

discussion.  TO the second explanation, however, notice the following objections: (1) The 



chronological order of events so consistently maintained throughout the chapter is broken, and 

the Passover which took place before they went out is mentioned after it.  (2) The passage says 

“he”, i.e. Moses, went out and not “they” i.e. Israel. (3) In the night Israel went out, the king 

commanded it and there was then no wrath of the king to fear, at least not at the moment—and 

why should the verse then say “not fearing the wrath of the king”?  I am inclined to still favor the 

first explanation and refer this text to Moses’ personal flight from Egypt.  How I would explain 

the apparent conflict I will suggest later.   

 Taking the passage as referring to Moses’ flight, it is evident that Moses had gone down 

to visit the Israelites with the intention of delivering Israel now.  He had not yet been called; he 

acted only upon his inward desire.  He expected Israel to recognize him, and to stand by him. But 

the whole attempt to deliver Israel (as Acts 7:25 implies it was) ended in utter failure and 

confusion for Moses.  The Hebrews themselves informed the enemy of Moses’ murder of the 

Egyptian, and Moses had to flee the land for his life.  This attempt of Moses to set himself up as 

mediator without being called was Jacob-like.  It was not God’s time as yet, and it ended in 

confusion for Moses.  He had to flee as a murderer sought by the state for his crime.   

 

A Fearless Departure 

 

 Apparently there is a serious conflict between what we read here of Moses not fearing the 

king and what we read in Exodus that Moses feared and therefore fled, if we refer this flight to 

Moses’ first departure.  Of course, there are no real conflicts in Scripture.  We believe the 

conflict can be solved without referring the passage to the exodus of all Israel.  To use an 

example, a Christian can be said to fear death in one sense while in another he does not.  From 

the viewpoint of bodily pain and agony who does not fear death?  Yet from a spiritual viewpoint 

a Christian may greet the king of terrors without fear, knowing that the enemy is overcome and 

that death is now the passage to glory.  Not too that Exodus 2:14 does not say that Moses feared 

Pharaoh’s wrath, it simply says “And Moses feared, and said, surely this thing is known.”  And 

then in vs. 15 you read that when Pharaoh heard it and sought to slay Moses, Moses fled from 

the face of Pharaoh and went to the land of Midian.  Moses feared for his life in the sense that he 

knew death was imminent if he did not escape, but Moses did not fear Pharaoh’s wrath in the 

spiritual sense.  If he had feared Pharaoh’s wrath he would have gone back to the king, 

apologized and assumed his old position as Pharaoh’s daughter’s son.  He could have reasoned 

that the long arm of Egypt’s justice will reach me even if I flee, and Israel now has shown its 

unworthiness of my efforts and renounced me, so the best thing to do will be to return to Pharaoh 

and ask forgiveness and restoration.  Had Moses done the latter, Pharaoh would not have 

bothered about the life of one more or less Egyptian—what did life mean to this cruel tyrant 

anyway? Had Moses done that he would not have feared God, but have succumbed to his fear of 

Pharaoh.  But now Moses made no efforts toward reconciliation, he persisted in his choice and 

his present situation did not cause him to repent of his former choice.  It was faith that he still 

refused to be called Pharaoh’s daughter’s son, and fled Egypt instead. 

  

A Blessed Endurance 

 

 The text itself seems to imply the above explanation, for it says, “he endured, as seeing 

him who is invisible.” In this dark hour of Moses’ life when it had gone from bad to worse, and 

all seemed lost in hopeless confusion, Moses endured.  He continued to believe, he stood stedfast 



and strong in his choice.  Egypt was against him, now more than ever; Israel also was not ready 

for him, and had renounced him.  There was nought but flight possible if he would persist in his 

choice.  He endured, i.e. negatively, he did not become unfaithful and renounce the way of faith; 

positively, he was convinced that the cause of the Lord would prevail.  He clave to the Invisible 

God, convinced that God’s promise would be fulfilled.   

QUESTIONS: To which event in Moses’ life does this passage to your mind refer? Why do you 

choose that event and believe it fits the text? Was Moses afraid? In what sense is it true that he 

did not fear the king’s wrath? What does it mean to endure? 

 

Outline 21 

MOSES BY FAITH KEEPING THE PASSOVER 

1
st
 week of March 

 

 Heb. 11:28—Through faith he kept the Passover, and the sprinkling of blood, lest he that 

destroyed the firstborn should touch them. 

 Compare Exodus 12. 

 The Christian should do three things: he should choose the things of God, he should 

endure trials, he should keep by faith God’s sacraments.  The faithful Christian surely will not 

only take his stand for God and His people, but he will persevere therein, and in obedience to 

God’s command also keep (in the New Testament) the Lord’s Supper. 

 

The Passover 

 

 Long years had passed since Moses fled from Egypt.  Forty years he had been in Midian 

when the Lord called him.  Now Moses was unwilling to go to Egypt to deliver Israel, now he 

realized his own inability.  But now was God’s time, and upon God’s insistence Moses went in 

the strength of the Lord.  And when Pharaoh hardened his heart as God had foretold and 

foreordained God sent the terrible plagues upon Egypt.  Nine had already come, only the last 

great plague of the destruction of Egypt’s first-born remained.  Now the Lord commanded Moses 

to institute the Passover.  Israel was to take for itself lambs of a year old, perfect animals, slay 

them and strike the blood upon the lintel and doorposts of their houses.  The lamb was to be 

roasted entire, and on the night of redemption each house was to stand ready to go forth and 

standing to eat of the lamb.  This Passover was to be kept as a memorial throughout their 

generations, to commemorate the great deliverance the Lord wrought.  Israel must know that the 

Lord alone redeemed them and commemorate that.  It must understand that not its own merits 

but the blood of atonement that pointed to Christ spared them in that awful night and separated 

them from the awful wrath that came upon Egypt.   

 

By Faith Moses kept it 

 

 The word “kept” means “made”, “instituted” rather than “kept”, and therefore the passage 

speaks of Moses’ part in it rather than of Israel’s observance.  It was Moses the Mediator of the 

Old Covenant who by faith instituted this memorial for Israel to observe that night before the 

very redemption had yet taken place.  That Moses did so was faith. Certainly deliverance did not 

yet appear to be at hand.  The nine plagues had not broken Pharaoh’s will or resistance, they had 

only hardened him the more.  After the last one Pharaoh had sent Moses out in great anger, 



assuring him that he would never again receive him in his presence again.  Pharaoh was 

determined not to let the people go, now more than ever before.  But God said to Moses that the 

time of redemption was there.  God said the angel of death would come.  God said that where the 

lamb’s blood was the angel would pass by.  God said the people should be prepared to go, and 

God said Israel in this night would go forth once for all.  In this hour when it appeared so little 

like it, when it seemed nothing would break Pharaoh’s indomitable will, Moses believed what 

the Lord said, and commanded Israel accordingly.   That was faith, and faith alone. 

 

Significance for Today 

 

In the stead of the Passover Christ in the night when he was about to accomplish the great 

redemption of which Israel’s redemption was but a type instituted the Lord’s supper, with the 

command, Do this in remembrance of me.  Paul calls Christ our Passover.  He is the Lamb of 

God that taketh away the sin of the world.  

 We are called to keep this New Testament memorial.  We must do it, and no excuses for 

not partaking of the Lord’s Supper are valid. Sometimes people say, I’m not reconciled, I’m not 

ready to forsake the world, it isn’t so important etc. What do you think of these excuses? Are 

they valid before God? On the other hand can one properly and truly celebrate the Lord’s Supper 

without faith? 

QUESTIONS: Why was the Lamb of the Passover to be a lamb of a year old and without 

blemish? What does the “sprinkling of the blood” refer to? Prove that the Lord’s Supper came in 

the place of the Passover.  The Passover was a sacrifice, is the Lord’s Supper also to be a 

sacrifice? What does it mean to keep the Lord’s Supper by faith? Is it possible to partake 

unworthily, and if so when and how? 
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