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An article in a recent local newspaper stated: “Tom Archer, a well-known dance-hall 

operator, has purchased the historic amusement center for the purpose of providing entertainment 

for Service Men of this community.  Several nationally known dance bands and orchestras have 

been placed under contract for appearance here.  Mr. Archer said: “I am sure that the people do 

not yet fully realize what a demand for wholesome entertainment, especially on Saturday nights 

will come from the nearby location of such a large number of Service Men.”  He also said: 

“Saturday night is the big night, and we are planning to provide big entertainment on that night.” 

A few months ago we heard much of the extensive U.S.O. campaign, asking for funds to 

provide entertainment for the soldiers.  Do you know what kind of entertainment this 

organization provides? It provides the kind of entertainment the Church is so opposed to, 

preferably dances. 

One soldier boy wrote his folks: “The only religious service held in this camp is a short 

half-hour service on Sunday morning, which consists of about twenty minutes of singing, a ten 

minute speech by the camp Chaplain and a short prayer.  This is held in the new U.S.O. hall.  On 

Saturday nights the U.S.O. holds a large dance in the hall, not a very nice contrast, is it?” 

Indeed it is not a very nice contrast.  But is does show the way of religion today: (half-

hearted-devotion-people trying to serve God and the world at the same time). The Bible plainly 

teaches that man attempting to serve both God and man will find himself cast into outer darkness 

in the day of eternal judgments.  Christ taught that man must either serve God along or perish.  

Solomon said: “The fear of the Lord is the beginning of wisdom”. 

God grant that we may pray for our boys in Service that He may give them wisdom, 

strength and courage to walk in His way and to the glory of His holy name. 
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