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 Do we hear it, my dear friends?  No, it is not necessary to turn our head and bend our ear.  

God’s speech is not a faint voice, nor a barely audible sound.  He speaks loudly.  In our day He 

thunders from the heavens and it echoes unto the ends of the earth. 

 The reader has possibly surmised that I have in mind the judgments of God in our day, 

war, famine, and distress.  These in our day are commonly called and viewed as the judgments of 

God.  And rightly so, I think.  And because this is a most terrible war, its severity hardly 

imaginable, God has come with terrible judgments.  Now I realize that we hear much about these 

judgments.  They are a very common subject on the pulpit, and find a very prominent place in 

our Christian literature.  But I’m convinced that due to the magnitude of these judgments, 

another article will not be superfluous. We are living in very significant times, something I’m 

sure, very few of us see and realize enough.  It is then not our intention to discuss the prevalent 

conception of the purpose of these judgments.  For this I will refer you to the Jan. 1 issue of the 

Standard Bearer.  But I will try to show that God through these judgments speaks to us, and that 

we must hear. 

 That God speaks through judgments is very evident from Scripture.  Through them He 

speaks to Pharaoh, the Israelites time and again, and to the Jews of the New Testament.  And 

whereas in those days they were accompanied by the direct Word of God they now are 

accompanied by the revealed, written Word of God.  So God speaks through many things, thru 

adversity, sickness, distress, a heavy cross, and many other things found on our life’s pathway. 

 But the question is: what speech does God utter through this war that makes it of special 

significance? Many things to be sure.  One of these is that He shows the wages of sin is death.  

He brings war and desolation upon the workers of iniquity.  This is true of all wars throughout 

history.  Prov. 15:31; Ps. 9:16.  But the catastrophes of our day also speak of something else.  In 

them God shows us the signs of the times, that the end, the end of all things is near.  In our day 

there are many things that coincide with the signs of the end given us in Scripture, such as wars 

themselves, rumors of wars, famine, pestilence, judgments among the nations, apostasy of the 

church and the coming of Antichrist.  The signs of the latter too, according to my mind are 

becoming ever more evident and the once faint lines ever more visible.  This is especially so 

when we hear and read of the plans men have for the world after the war.  Reading some of these 

it becomes quite plain that attempts will be made to amalgamate the world into one whole.  The 

Reader’s Digest of January, for one, contains two such articles: The American Plan for a 

Reorganized World, and A Democratic Manifesto.  There will be an international organization of 

a better world order.  All nations will almost be forced into membership.  There will be an 

equality of trade, fair distribution of raw materials, strict regulation of the world’s supplies and 

commodities, equality in education, etc.  There will be an international organization of all 

nations with international interests, and an international law which will be enforced if necessary.  

Nationalism will be abolished.  Thus the world will be one, ruled by one central power.  This 

central power will have the say so.  Are these not very visible signs of the Antichristian power? 

Or are they the beginning of the world of Antichrist? I, of course, will not venture to vouchsafe 

this, but it isn’t impossible, is it? Signs of the end they certainly are.   

 And through them God speaks unto us of that end.  And the church of Christ must act, do 

and live accordingly.  She must realize the times in which she lives.  But the requisite for that is 



that we first hear God’s speech in and through them.  We must hear HIM. Imagine a school 

teacher explaining to her pupil how he must work a certain arithmetic problem.  But if the pupil 

fails to listen he will undoubtedly be unable to do accordingly and give the solution of the 

problem.  So we must hear God’s speech. 

 And God speaks loudly! Do we hear? O, let us not refuse to hearken, pull away the 

shoulder, and stop our ears that we hear not.  Is it quite apparent in our lives that we hear God? 

No, not in many things.  Many of God’s children fail to give according to God’s words even 

today.  And again we say: He speaks loudly! He speaks of the end, behold the end of ALL things 

is near.  And yet we see many following the paths of the old man, seeking the things below, 

working and striving for the earthly things as an end in themselves.  God speaks daily, but daily 

they are still busy building their own little Babel.  In Luke 21:28 Jesus very comfortingly says: 

“And when these things begin to come to pass, then look up, and lift up your heads; for your 

redemption draweth nigh.”  But in the face of these signs we often see God’s people concerned 

about the earthly things and not their redemption, clinging to the earthy, the pleasures of this life, 

living not as pilgrims, but as citizens of this country.  The war with all its terribleness, afflictions, 

sorrow and almost unbelievable suffering makes an indelible impression upon every mind and 

heart.  But through them God has something to say to us.  He wants His people to take not, listen, 

and do according to His speech.  But what is usually our attitude and reaction? Tat this war come 

to an end as soon as possible! That most often is our first concern.  What could be more pleasing 

to us? 

 The first reason for this is that we fail to hear God’s speech.  We don’t hear Him. To be 

sure there are some, yea many that do hear, but stop their ears and continue to live in sin.  They 

don’t want to hear.  And who will deny that this is found even among the Christians, who still 

live in the body of this death?  But in general I’m sure we often fail to hear.  To be sure we hear 

the news over the radio, read it in the daily, and follow the development of things in our day.  

But the spiritual, God’s speech, we fail to hear. That, of course, is due to sin too.  Not only does 

sin still darken our minds, obstruct our spiritual sight, but also stops our ears.  But God through 

His judgments accompanied by His Word, speaks to us, calls us to listen.  Let us hear, have our 

ears pricked up, and live according to the times in which we live.   

 Learn we must.  The pupil must know how.  And how often we must learn it the hard 

way, all because we fail to hear! “But the end of all things is at hand, be ye therefore sober and 

watch unto prayer”... I Peter 4:7 … And pray.  Watch and pray that we enter not into temptation.  
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