
To Our Boys In Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

Dec. 18, 1942 

Dear Fellows:- 

  

 I received a couple of letters from the boys since I wrote my last letter to you, which I 

appreciated very much.  They were very interesting. One came from New Guinea, and although 

the writer did not specifically state this, I got the impression that it was written in different 

installments and between battles.  The other contained some very interesting information about 

life in the camp, and about the training our boys receive.  The writer seemed to do real well and 

also receive grace to stand in the midst of the world, and to bear witness of the truth as it is in 

Christ.  In this I rejoice. 

 Well, as I am writing this letter to you, another holyday is approaching: Christmas! On 

that day we concentrate our attention especially upon the glorious fact that God sent His Son into 

the world, that we might be saved from our sins. Long before He was born He was announced as 

the “Prince of Peace”! And in the night of His birth, that “silent night, holy night”, the angels 

sang of Him in the fields of Bethlehem as the One through Whom there would come peace on 

earth! 

 Peace! Perhaps, fellows, as you are spending your Christmas far from home and church, 

some of you in the camps where you are trained for war, others probably in the thick of battle, 

you are inclined to feel down-hearted, especially when you hear that magic word “Peace”, magic 

to all of us, but especially to you.  Perhaps, to many it appears today, as if this “Price of Peace” 

did not have much success in the world, for after nineteen hundred years of His reign, the world 

is in the throes of the very worst war of history. 

 Yet, I am sure that you know better.  Christ came to make peace with God, peace that is 

based on the righteousness, not of man, but of God.  He established this eternal peace-relation 

through His perfect obedience on the cross, which was sealed in His resurrection.  And also 

realizes this peace by His Spirit through the Word of the gospel in our hearts, when He assures 

us that our sins are forgiven, and that we are partakers of His own righteousness before God.  

That is a peace which passeth all understanding.  It is a peace not of this world, and that cannot 

even be disturbed by the battles of this world.  It is a peace which you, too, may possess and 

enjoy, even though you must spend your Christmas in the camps or in battle.  And soon He 

comes again to destroy forever all the enemies of this peace, and to establish His kingdom of 

righteousness and peace forever! 

 May God give you grace so to celebrate Christmas! 

    Yours as ever, 

     Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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