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 No, I don’t mean to write some public or open letters to our boys in the different camps 

or to those in the war zones.  No one invited me, nor do I feel inclined to do so. 

 One letter in each issue of the Beacon Lights will be sufficient, for, if more appear, I am 

afraid they will be of a stereotyped character- I am afraid they will be identically the same. 

 My purpose in writing this brief article directly concerns you and you and you, who are 

members of one of our Protestant Reformed Young People’s Societies. 

 To being with, who shall write “our boys” in the armed forces? 

 We brought this question to our Edgerton Society and we were well pleased with the 

response.  Of course, you understand this question was not simply decided by taking a vote.  

Things are not done that way in our societies.  There were some who came with the well known 

objection: “I cannot write”. Others remarked: “I cannot write”.  Others remarked: “I am willing, 

but what must I write?” Yes, some misplaced inferiority complex was revealed, protesting that it 

simply was not in their line.  However, after a lengthy discussion, everyone agreed to do his or 

her part.   

 And so I come to you with some suggestions in order that we may accept some definite 

resolutions.  Well, here goes! 

 Resolved, that every member shall by turn write one letter each week, to at least one of 

our young men in the Armed Forces.  These men of course, must be members of our Society or 

of our local congregation. 

 And again we will emphasize the fact, that no one of the members is to be exempted.  At 

the same time it is agreed upon that each week the secretary will ask whether or not he or she 

who had been asked to write, has complied with the decision taken.   

 Now let us face the next well-known question: What shall I write? Perhaps we know, but 

if we don’t here are a few of the things that must be remembered.  We are at war, and, especially 

when our boys are in the war zone, this means strict censorship.  In other words, do not ask all 

kinds of questions concerning their localities, the number of men, whether or not they are 

actually fighting, or where they will go from “there”.  Leave the things pertaining to the war 

entirely out.  And that again for two reasons.  First, the censor may permit your letter to pass, or 

he may erase quite a number of your sentences.  Secondly, you will not receive an answer about 

these matters, as our fighting men are well acquainted with the restrictions.  (I received a letter of 

my own young men listing nineteen restrictions on seemingly innocent questions.) 

 Furthermore, do not write how awful it must be for them to be so far from home, their 

parents and their friends etc, etc. They know and feel that much better than you can express it in 

your letter.  Besides, they are men, who for duty’s sake (for God’s sake) left us, and don’t you 

try to make them believe that is really a pity when they perform their duty.  Then there is the 

danger of asking too much, as if they are some kind of an “information bureau”, who must try to 

please the inquisitive public.  

 The contents and purpose of our letters should be of interest to them.  Even so much so, 

that although we do not always receive an answer, we have written to them something that may 

be to their benefit.  You say, yes, but how must I go about it, to be successful? 

 Well, first of all, write to them (if you are acquainted with the man to whom you are 

sending the letter) about the things in which they are most interested.  And do it in such a way, 



that you yourself are speaking with him face to face.  Perhaps it may sound strange, but you 

should get into that letter “yourself”. 

 I know, it is not always possible to start out that way.  I can imagine that it must be much 

easier when one belongs to a small society, of say twenty members, to be much better acquainted 

with our boys than when the number is fifty or sixty or more.  But even in that case, you can 

write about the things of mutual interest, of the many things Protestant Reformed young people 

have in common, or, at least, should have. 

 Then there is the personal touch in letter-writing.  In order to be of any benefit at all, one 

must be able and must always try to somewhat understand the other fellow. Who is he? That is, 

after all, not so difficult, is it? Speak to his brothers and sisters or parents, they will be of a great 

help in that respect. 

 Moreover, young people have so many things in common.  For instance, that which 

impresses you most, may to a great extent also impress the man you are writing. 

 And then the field is broad.  What struck you last Sunday in the morning and evening 

worship? What was one of the important discussions in your society? What are some of the 

activities in the congregations? All along the line you will find sufficient material to write about.  

However, it must be first of all of interest to yourself.  You must be enthusiastic about it and if 

that is the case, the letter-writing becomes a pleasure. 

 Of course, the so-called little things can also be written about.  They like to hear from 

you concerning their parents and their friends.  So a little talk with those parents and friends may 

be of a great help to you.   

 I know, I have not said the last word, neither is it my intention to do so.  In fact there are 

many different angles of approach.  All that I have tried to do is this: 

 Take it upon yourself to start a little work for the sake of the boys who left us.  Get into it 

and if you do, I am sure, that it will be greatly appreciated and at the same time will also benefit 

you. 

 Now, then, get busy and write! 
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