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 This is a missionary biography, material for which was obtained from John G. Paton’s 

Autobiography, which was published by his brother James.  The author relates the high spots in 

Paton’s missionary labors and does so in a way that is interesting and not too lengthy; the book 

can easily be read through in one evening. 

 John G. Paton was a missionary to the New Hebrides Islands which are located in the 

“South Seas”, the southern portion of the Pacific Ocean, about a thousand miles north of New 

Zealand, and about four hundred miles west of the Fiji Islands. (Some of our troops are now 

stationed in the New Hebrides).  At the time that Paton worked in the islands, the population was 

more than seventy thousand, savages of a very low type, mainly Malayan and Papuan, who had 

no religion or civilization except fetishism and honoring the spirits of the departed ancestors.  

Polygamy, cruelties, and vices of the lowest sort existed.  Paton labored on two of the thirty 

islands of the New Hebrides. 

 Paton was brought up in Scotland by God-fearing parents, and even in his early boyhood 

he keenly felt the desire to be a missionary.  As a young man he engaged in city mission work 

until he finally received a call to labor in the New Hebrides Islands.  In August, 1858, he and 

another missionary set sail with their wives.  He worked first on the island of Tanna, where he 

experienced many hardships and reverses: his wife and new-born son died and he was ill himself 

because of the tropical climate.  But he kept up the work on Tanna for our years, and then was 

forced to leave because of extreme opposition by the savages of the island.  He then took a much 

needed vacation and collected funds in Australia for a missionary ship and money to engage 

more missionaries.  When he had enough money, he went to Scotland to engage more 

missionaries and then he returned to the islands with his second wife.  At the age of forty-two he 

began labors on another island, Aniwa, where his work bore great fruit.  Paton lived a very full 

and busy life.  He not only did his missionary work on the islands, but he translated a part of the 

Bible into the native tongue and printed copies of it on a home-made printing press; and in his 

old age he made a trip around the world, speaking in behalf of missions; he also wrote his 

autobiography.  Paton died at the age of eighty-three. 

 Few authors have the ability to be brief and yet thoroughly interesting.  Yet I found that 

to be one of the outstanding characteristics of this biography.  An evening spent in reading this 

book can be considered well spent.  It is instructive too, and the author has a pious, sincere 

outlook upon this missionary work and missionary work in general.  One must marvel at the 

physical and spiritual courage displayed by missionaries like Paton and conclude that they were 

able to work only by God’s grace. 

 Yet, one question arose in my mind as I read this account: “What about total-depravity 

preaching to the heathen?” I do not know whether Paton preached that doctrine, but it is indeed 

missing in this account of Paton’s work and preaching.  It seems to be the prevailing opinion 

among many missionaries that Christ and an offer of salvation can be brought to the heathen, but 

that total depravity is a doctrine that could never be understood.  Yet how can one truly bring 

Christ to the heathen without first teaching them the necessity for the Christ? 
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