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 The author of this novel uses his story as a means of propaganda against the materialistic, 

modern professors in a worldly university.  The plot centers around four young people, Alex, 

Esther, Dudley and Marilyn, who have been brought up in Christian homes, were sent to a 

worldly university to receive their higher education.  All but Esther succumbed to the influence 

of the evolutionistic, modernistic teachings of their professors.  Alex became a total unbeliever, 

and when he graduated, a crooked businessman.  Marilyn was misled by Alex, finally jilted by 

him, and then became a vile woman of the underworld.  And Dudley, who had inherited a 

tendency toward alcoholism, became a chronic alcoholic.  Esther alone remained firm in the 

faith, and tried by her “sermonettes” to stay the other three from straying away, but pray and 

preach as she might, she had no power against the deadly influence of the university teachings.  

Alex, Marilyn and Dudley all keep going from bad to worse, until the close of the book, when 

each in turn goes through a terrible experience, and each of them is suddenly converted.   

 The purpose of the author in writing this novel is not bad.  He truly attempts to expose 

the evil teachings of the modern professors of the university, and in a way this book serves as a 

warning to those Christian young people who feel they must attend such an institution to 

complete their education, for he shows how easy it is to fall into the snares of teachings of 

evolution, socialism, communism and recommendation of immorality such as companionate 

marriage.  The author undoubtedly has come into contact with the reality of it, for he must have 

obtained his own doctor’s degree at such a university. 

 However, I think the whole story is very much overdone.  First, the author causes three of 

the four characters of his novel to be led astray.  That could certainly be possibly in an extreme 

case, but the fact that so many of the characters fall, and also the face that their fall has such 

terrible effects in their lives seems a bit exaggerated, and it seems to me, weakens the purpose of 

the book.  The three sudden conversions which occur at the end of the story are also an 

exaggeration.  Such a phenomenon is possible, certainly, but not probable. Those three 

characters, who have fallen so very low, are converted just like that! Esther visits each of them in 

their calamity, prays with them, urges them a little, and when they get up from their knees they 

feel they are saved! Even one of the godless professors is converted upon his sickbed.  Possible 

as everything is possible with God, but not probable.  The book smacks very definitely of 

revivalism. 

 The worst criticism I have to offer after having read this book, is that it has very clearly 

stated Arminian teachings.  Let me quote a portion of Esther’s conversation in trying to urge one 

of the wayward friends to return: “Are you ready now- ready for complete surrender? Are you 

through compromising? Are you ready to call upon Him in this hour of despair? Are you willing 

to let Him be your strength and your shield, your refuge and your rock? Are you willing to trust 

Him only?...” I could quote numerous other passages which teach the same doctrine. Such 

insidious teaching is dangerous, especially in this form, because it seems so pious.  This shows 

us that even when we read so-called Christian novels we have to be very careful to read 

critically. 
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