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Bible Reading. 

 

 The Gallup poll, which seeks to find out popular opinion or reaction in respect to almost 

anything, recently came up with some statistics on Bible-reading in our nation.  Its findings were 

published in the “Newsweek” and indicated that on the whole, “Bible-reading was far from 

universal among the nation’s people”.  Just in case you are interested, its findings are as follows: 

 41 out of every 100 that were interviewed admitted that they had not opened the Bible for 

at least a year; 

 A tenth of the adult population (8,500,000) reads it daily, and half of that number report 

that the war led them to turn to the Bible more frequently; 

 Bible reading has been cut down by a few because their time is taken up with additional 

work due to the war; 

 Twice as many women as men consult the Bible daily; 

Three times as many men and women over 50 as those under thirty read the Bible daily. 

 A few have turned to the Bible since Pearl Harbor with a new purpose, “for comfort in 

perilous times and understanding of the world that will emerge from them”. 

 I think the article is interesting because it opens a field for speculation as to the real 

reason why many read the Scriptures.  At the same time it clearly indicates that, although the 

Bible is still the best-seller, it is by no means a very popular Book in our nation.  Andd then of 

course, a review of this nature shows that God does not leave Himself without witness.  

Although by far the greater majority of people in our country do not read the Bible, one may 

safely conclude that there are but a very few who have never heard of the Bible and are not to 

some extent acquainted with its contents.  However, if this poll is anywhere near being reliable, 

it doesn’t seem as though the war has had much fruit in the way of causing people to turn to God, 

as some would contend.  Of course we know that God is able to use war as a means to the end 

that there would be a great universal conversion and turning to the Lord, as some present day 

preachers like to think, but there doesn’t seem to be much evidence for such a contention nor 

much basis for such a hope, not only in the light of the above statistics but also of Scripture itself 

which in the last instance is the only reliable source.  The heaven on earth, which some preachers 

predict, will certainly come, but not until with earth has been cleansed of all wickedness and sin.  

 That is the object of the Christian’s hope! 

 

German Morale. 

 

 It wouldn’t do not to say anything at all about the war in this column.  

 Passing through the last issue of The Saturday Evening Post, we came across an article 

that is of some interest.  It is entitled “How Germany Looks from Switzerland” and is written by 

an able newsman who, before America entered the war, spent a great deal of time in Germany.  

He is now in Switzerland, which he calls “the cross-roads of Axis-controlled Europe” and which 

he describes as “an excellent listening post”.  He gathers his information by interviewing the 

people who “travel in and out, through the Axis countries and back again”. 



 His article is interesting because it sheds light upon the oft debated question of whether 

German morale is breaking down.  He makes plain that there is no doubt in his mind concerning 

this question.  He says, “Since returning to this country I have talked to many people, and in 

general they seem to have the impression that Germany is on the verge of collapse.  Don’t make 

any mistakes; Germany is still a rugged, closely knit organization.  Even with the scales tilted 

against them, they are far from a beaten people.  Today, after thirty-nine months of cruel war, 

they are more united in their determination to follow Hitler through to the end and win World 

War II than ever before.” He goes on to make plain that the reason for this is not a love for Hitler 

but because “practically all Europe is thirsty for German blood…. They want to make the 

Germans suffer as they have suffered.  The Germans know this, and they shiver at the thought of 

an Allied victory.  That’s why they’ll fight, desperately to win; even though many of them 

realize even now that they are bucking a hopeless game.” 

 Mr. Lanius gives some very convincing arguments in his article. 

 There are many reasons to wish that this war was over, especially for us as young people, 

but let’s be careful that we do not build up any false hopes.  As we said last time, remember: 

 “God rules!” 
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