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The Second Front 

 

 By far the most significant of all the war news is that of the second front which has been 

started in Africa. Although it is claimed that this is not really the second front which has been so 

widely discussed, it is nevertheless a second front.  That is evident from the fact that is has 

succeeded in diverting much of Germany’s military strength from the Russian front; the pressure 

on Stalingrad has been considerably decreased, so that now the offensive has been transferred 

from the Germans to the Russians.   So far the American forces have been quite successful in 

their African campaign and it seems as though there is a real possibility of driving all the axis 

troops out of that coast-line territory.  With the English pursuing Rommel’s shattered forces and 

with the Americans pushing on to meet them, we can expect one of two things: either that 

Germany makes a last stand, which will result in sharp fighting, or that it will attempt to move 

out all its troops which can still be saved.  The first seems to be the more probably.  We should 

be careful, however, that we do not think that the war is practically won even though all the axis 

forces are driven out of Africa.  We are told that only then the real second front will develop.  It 

is expected that the allies will attempt an invasion of axis territory beginning with Italy.  And that 

can be done only with a tremendous loss of life.   

  

What About Italy? 

 

 One hears persistent rumors about the Italian people’s dissatisfaction with the axis.  And 

no wonder! What has Italy gained by its union with Nazi Germany? She is no better off than any 

of the conquered countries.  No wonder that there should be regret on the part of the people and 

perhaps there is a great measure of truth in the rumors that the sympathy of the Italian people lies 

on the side of the allies and that the only thing which prevents its open display is German 

domination.  It is for this reason that many expect that an allied invasion will see the Italian 

people in open revolt against the axis and sharing in the allied drive.  Well, it’s a possibility at 

least. 

 

The Pacific Conflict 

 

 A great allied naval victory! 

 That is the report.  And that is all we can go by, even though we are often inclined to be 

skeptical.  There are also many reasons for being somewhat skeptical of all the reports which are 

published.  One hears so much of enemy losses and so little of our own losses that one cannot 

help but wonder about these things.  It certainly doesn’t seem very plausible that all the losses 

would be on one side; still that is the impression that is being left.  It is just about too much to 

ask of anyone in their right mind.  Perhaps the reports of enemy losses are true but very likely 

there is a lot more to the reports of our losses than we are permitted to know.  It is a fact that it is 

the U.S. policy to suppress the news of our losses for fear that it would give valuable information 

to the enemy.  We may expect that, when the facts are made known, also our losses will be great. 



God Works 

 

 That the hand of God guides the affairs of men and nations becomes apparent time and 

again in this present world conflict.  God is destroying many lives through the angel of death.  

There are many who will not speak of the fact that God kills men; they think that is awful.  The 

fact is, nevertheless, that it is true.  Follow if you will for example the course of the present war 

and you will see that that is true.  Think of the German successes in the beginning of the war.  

Recall the course of the conflict in Russia.  Think of the conflict between Germany and England 

in Egypt and Libya.  There is one thing that stands out in all these conflicts and that is that each 

had a period of success and a period of defeat.  Take the German conflict in Russia for an 

example. First Germany invades Russia and makes great gains but is stopped by the Russian 

winter.  Then Russia takes the offensive and succeeds in driving the Germans back, only to find 

that in the ensuing seasons the Germans, in a renewed offensive, drive them back again.  Then 

history repeats itself and we find the Germans stalemated again by the cold winter and a second 

front.  And so it goes on every front. 

 Yes, God rules. 

 The angel of death is reaping an abundant harvest. 

 May God give us grace to realize that He is the Only Rock, a strong Defense in the day of 

trouble and may we learn to pray evermore, “Thy Kingdom come, Thy will be done”! 
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