
To Our Boys In Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

 Dear Fellows:- 

 The Staff of our Beacon Lights asked to me to write a monthly letter to our young men in 

the service, as a contribution to our young people’s publication.  This invitation I gladly and 

readily accepted.  It gives me an opportunity to remain in touch with all of our young men- not 

only of the Fuller Ave. Church but of all our churches.   

 If this form of correspondence is to be a success, however, it appears to me that it ought 

not be entirely one-sided.  You fellows who receive this general epistle and read it, should let me 

hear from you occasionally.  Tell me about your experiences and your impressions of army life.  

Let me know a little about your daily life, what you are doing, how you like it, what are your 

surroundings, how you spend your time off, especially your weekends, etc.  Especially would I 

like to know a little about your religious environment whether you have an opportunity to attend 

services in some church or chapel, and what kind of preaching you hear.  I could probably make 

use of some of the material you write me.  I promise of course, that I will not publish your 

names, unless you expressly state that I have the right to do so.  That will make our 

correspondence more real than if I have to do all the writing all by myself. 

 You must bear in mind, that I am writing from Grand Rapids, even though my letter is 

intended not only for our Fuller Ave. boys, but for all the young men of our churches.  Nor do I 

object to your letting other fellows read this letter, if they should appear to be interested.  But the 

fact that I am writing from Grand Rapids will naturally lend a bit of local color to my epistles, 

especially if I should happen to insert a bit of news. You will have to excuse this.  

 A rather large number of our young men have left already.  We have missed you on 

Sunday, in the service, already for some time.  But now the season has started when everything is 

in full swing: catechism, young men’s society, choral society and everywhere your absence from 

us is felt.  You can imagine, then, that we are constantly reminded of you.  Not a day goes by 

that we do not think about you, and wonder how you are.  And that means, too, that we 

constantly remember you in our prayers.  All our ministers pray for you in their public prayers as 

well as in their personal supplications.  But I am sure, that this is true, not only of our minister, 

but also of all our people.  We pray above all that our God may keep you from all temptations, 

may make you faithful to your Christian calling, and may strengthen, encourage and comfort 

your hearts in your present position in the world.  And we know that whatsoever we pray 

according to His will He will give unto us.  May your own prayers daily meet ours before the 

throne of grace!    Yours with Christian love, 

        Rev. H. Hoeksema 
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