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 Almost everyone is convinced that there has been a great deal of bungling in the 

execution of the draft-law.  The activity of the various draft boards has been marked by glaring 

inconsistencies with a view to both classification and deferment so that the impression that has 

been made on the general public is one of apparent instability and arbitrariness as far as the draft 

boards are concerned.  That there would be some complaints was to be expected; it is hard to 

satisfy everyone and even when the way of right and justice is rigidly adhered to, without fear or 

favor, there is bound to be someone who feels that he has been done a gross injustice.  That is 

always to be expected.  But that the complaints should be so numerous and that there should be 

so many “strange adjustments” was not expected.  There is every indication to believe that the 

draft machine was not properly organized at the very outset.  In some respects the local draft 

board has received too much power, in other respects too little power.  The result has been that in 

some localities married men have been called into service, while in others there are still many 

unmarried men available: in some homes one or two sons, who were sorely needed for the 

maintenance of the family, are gone, while in other homes a young man, who does not contribute 

to the maintenance of the family, is still free.  All this should have been avoided.   

 There is also room for criticism of the central organization.  For one thing there has been 

entirely too much loose talk on the part of the various committee members.  All kinds of 

conflicting rumors and reports are rampant.  One day someone will report that married men are 

to be called in the near future.  The next day another states that no married men will be needed.  

That is merely an example. But it is evident that the whole thing does not work for unity amongst 

the people in general.  No one really knows where he stands as far as the draft is concerned.  And 

that in itself is all right.  But why cause him a lot of worry and grief by circulating all kinds of 

unfounded reports? 

  

Teen Age Draftees… 

 

 In the light of what we wrote above, one can never be certain of any report. But it does 

seem likely that the draft will be made to include men in their teen age, even before the coming 

election.  In the last number of Beacon Lights we wrote that in all likelihood this would be the 

case after the next election. However it seems now that, through pressure of the President this 

will soon be made a law. 

 This is of vital significance for many members of our societies.  Many of our societies 

have felt the loss of members called into the service.  In some the male membership is in the 

evident minority.  And now it seems as though that will become worse.  In some cases the young 

peoples’ society may actually become a young ladies’ society as far as the greater part of its 

active membership is concerned.  But we trust in such a case the young ladies will carry on. 

 Even more vitally concerned are many of our young men of teen age.  Many carefree 

hearts will be pressed into the grim service of death.  May God give them grace to face this thing 

with Christian fortitude and may He also prepare them at this early age to put all their confidence 

in Him and may He give them the certain knowledge of faith that they belong to their faithful 

Savior Jesus Christ, in life and in death.  To them also comes the urgent call, “Remember now 



thy Creator in the days of thy youth…” Of course, we should always do that, but the need of it 

becomes so much more urgent when we stand face to face with eternity.  
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