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 Never before has a generation of young people gone out to face life as well versed in the 

three R’s as in our day.  Practically everyone has toiled and worried over his “reading, riting, and 

rithmetic” for at least eight years, if not longer.  The man who signs his name with an X and 

stares at a newspaper as if it were a set of hieroglyphics is a thing of the past.  

 Never before have the printing presses poured out so much material for general 

consumption as in our age.  

 And yet, in spite of all that, reading has fallen into the category of lost arts.   

 Too often when the school days are past the school books are thrown into a corner and 

forgotten.  A small amount of what has been learned at school is brought into practical use in 

daily life, the rest is swept into oblivion by the rush and bustle of our busy existence.  Reading is 

one of the things that is soon forgotten.   

 That does not mean that most of us cannot distinguish one word from another especially 

when the occasion demands.  But it certainly is true that very few young men and women take 

time to sit down at regular intervals and actually enjoy some valuable reading matter.  The 

newspaper, and then chiefly the comics, is about all the reading material that falls into the hands 

of some people.  

 The question is quite timely: do you read? If not, it is a habit worth developing, for the 

printed page contains a world of information worth knowing.  

 But I can also conceive of some who are not exactly book-worms and yet do indulge in a 

certain amount of reading.  You may not belong to those who literally devour page after page of 

printed matter and drink in its contents as if their very life depended on it and yet you might 

relish the thought of spending a quiet evening with a book.  

 For you the question would be: what do you read? 

 A questionnaire sent out and frankly answered by all our young people might prove very 

enlightening on that point.  If would be interesting to note just what kind of books our young 

people read: what stands at the head and what is found at the bottom of their preferred list.  I 

have no intention of sending out such a questionnaire, but it would be very beneficial for each 

one of us to make our own list in its proper order from the following suggestions: magazines of 

romance and adventure, fictions of various kinds, timely periodicals on current event, 

educational books, church papers and the Bible.  

 Particularly we should ask, how large a place does the Bible have in our lives? 

 But even so, there still remains the question: how do you read? 

 We are interested now particularly in the question how we should read those things that 

are definitely for our spiritual welfare.   

 Do we read them haphazardly, just skimming over the surface in a sort of hit-and-miss 

manner? Or do we put forth a serious effort to grasp what we read to think into the subject under 

discussion and try to formulate our own opinion on it? Do we use this material in preparation for 

our society? 

 Do we read the Bible simply as another book, or do we approach it as the Word of God, 

the divine revelation of things heavenly and spiritual which abide forever? Do we read it 

prayerfully, filled with the desire to know God as He has revealed Himself to us in the face of 



Christ Jesus in His Word? Do we daily receive that Word into our hearts as the power of God 

unto salvation, the Bread of life for our souls? 

 The answers to these questions must be left to you.  Think it over. 
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