
To Our Boys in Service 
Rev Herman Hoeksema 

 

 

Grand Rapids, Michigan 

August 16, 1943 

Dear Fellows: 

 My last letter I wrote to you from Lincoln, Nebraska.  From there my way led to “Sunny 

California,” where I spend a few weeks of Vacation, enjoying the sunshine and the water of the 

Pacific.  There I met a few of our own boys, Gerald Bouwkamp, Louis Kikstra, Mr. and Mrs. 

Wm. Doezema, and Mr. and Mrs. C. Doezema.  The last mentioned has been transferred to Ann 

Arbor, Michigan in the meantime, to attend the university there.  It was, of course, a pleasure to 

meet them all.  They certainly all look well.  Physically the army does the fellows no harm, as 

long as they are in training.  And spiritually, too they seem to prosper.  From personal 

conversation with them, as well as from the letters I receive, it is evident that our God gives them 

grace to stand and to be faithful, although this is not always easy for the flesh.  And for this we 

rejoice with thanksgiving.   

 Thanks for the letters.  Most of them I already answered.  The rest I will answer before 

long, the Lord willing. 

 Some of the boys asked me a question that is of rather great practical significance, and 

which, for that reason, I will try and answer in this general epistle, because it concerns you all.  It 

appears that in many camps they try to create in our boys a “fighting spirit,” in the sense that the 

attempt is made to inculcate a spirit of hatred and revenge against the enemy we are fighting.  

And the question was asked: is this right? Must a Christian soldier take this? May he fight the 

enemy from a motive of personal revenge and hatred? And my answer is most emphatically: of 

course not! Such a “war spirit” is of the devil.  It is quite understandable that the world is in need 

of this.  They seem to think it is necessary to make our soldiers “fighting mad” in order to make 

them efficient in battle.  But with the Christian this is different.  He does not enter the service for 

personal reasons, but because the government called him, and he is for God’s sake in subjection 

to the higher powers.  Likewise, he does not fight because his soul has been filled with hatred 

and revenge, and with the mad lust to kill, but simply in obedience for God’s sake to those that 

are in authority over him.  The hangman that executes the death sentence upon the man that is 

found guilty of murder is not motivated by personal malice or hatred.  He may very well pity the 

victim even while he executes the order of death.  And so the Christian soldier does not kill the 

enemy in combat in the personal desire to kill, which would make him a murderer, but in 

obedience to the call of his government.  And to the latter he may leave the responsibility.  

 May God bless and keep you all! 

  With Christian greetings, 

   Rev. H. Hoeksema 

 

Originally Published in: 

Vol 3 No 10 August 1943 


