
The Robe 
Mrs. L. Doezema 

 

 

The Robe by Lloyd C. Douglas 

 

 The author of this rather popular novel has woven a story around the seamless robe of 

Christ, for which lots were cast at the time of the crucifixion.  Marcellus, a Roman tribune, 

through some political maneuvering, is sent to Minoa as commander of the fort there.  Part of his 

duty was to go to Jerusalem at the time of the Passover to keep order among the Jews.  It was at 

the time of Jesus’ trial that he came with some of his men and so the task of crucifying the Christ 

fell upon him. After the Christ had been nailed to the cross, the Roman also became the recipient 

of the Robe, and the rest of the book deals with the effect of the Robe upon the life of Marcellus 

and others near to him.  The author invests the robe with a peculiar miraculous power which in 

itself has a great influence upon Marcellus and other characters.  Marcellus becomes a Christian 

and at the close of the story dies for his faith.  

 The characters, although they are Roman and Jewish and lived over nineteen hundred 

years ago, are made to speak in our modern language, which makes the book easier to follow 

than many other historical novels.  One forgets that the characters lived many years ago, for they 

seem to be living people of our own time.  Marcellus and Demetrius, his slave, are men one does 

not easily forget.  Also very good, I think, are the author’s portrayal of Tiberius, the Emperor, 

and his successor, Caligula.  Certain descriptions of scenes stand out; one of them is the 

Triumphal Entry into Jerusalem, in which Demetrius, the Greek slave of Marcellus watches the 

Jews welcome the Messiah into the Holy City.  The author also gives a very interesting picture of 

the city of Jerusalem at the time of the Passover.  Some of the descriptions are instructive and 

give one a better understanding of Bible incidents.  

 There are, however, several discrepancies in the historical background of the book as 

described by the author, which is rather surprising, in view of the fact that the author is a 

minister.  For instance, Bartholomew is pictured as an old man, whereas the Bible leaves an 

entirely different impression.  According to Douglas, after the Ascension, the disciples were 

always looking for Christ as if they did not realize that He had gone to the Father and would not 

appear again until the end of all things.  Pentecost is omitted entirely.  When Stephen is stoned 

he comes to life again just a moment after he dies and then he goes back into death. Peter 

mingles with Romans and other Gentiles before the time that he sees the vision and visits 

Cornelius, and Peter heals the lame man without John.  There are other mistakes which appear as 

one reads. 

 The whole idea of Christ, as portrayed by this author, is rather modern.  But once does he 

mention Christ as the Saviour and then he depicts Him as a man who dies for the sins of all 

people.  Christ is portrayed more as a Teacher and as a Man of great wisdom and kindness for 

the masses, as a social reformer.  This is easily discernible throughout the book.  The author does 

not try to take away from the miracles, however, or rationalize them, but gives the Biblical 

interpretation of all miracles, except in one instance—the feeding of the five thousand.   

 The Robe is a very well-written book and through most of the book there is swift action, 

so that one’s interest does not lag in any part except perhaps for a time in the middle of the story 

where Marcellus journeys through Palestine to investigate the stories he had heard about Jesus.  



Your reporter thinks the book can be recommended provided one reads it critically, keeping the 

Bible history in mind. 
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