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 If ye continue in my word then are ye my disciples indeed; and ye shall know the truth 

and the truth shall make you free.  –John 8:31, 32 

 One of the threads woven through this eighth chapter of John is man’s way to freedom or 

happiness. 

 This passage speaks of being saved from darkness, vs. 12, from death, vs. 24 from 

slavery, 33-36, and these have their power in the dominion of sin, 15, 21, 34, 47.  And during 

this mighty testimony of the Saviour, many Jews were impressed and believed on Him.  

 But Jesus impresses upon them that the initial act of believing is quite different from the 

completed process.  Not only were there undoubtedly false professors and impressed enthusiasts, 

but there were also believers in that audience and they must understand what their course must 

be. 

 The way to freedom is a process that must grow out of a divine principle.  It is to this that 

the Saviour points when He indicated to them the way to freedom.   

 The word freedom is a term often used in Scripture and would be easily understood by us 

but for our sinful bias and carnal mode of thinking.  For, to our sinful thinking, freedom is often 

conceived as the right to be free from restraint and limitation, to be absolved from law. 

 A bandit conceives of freedom as the ability to escape the restraint of any power as he 

races for the open country and is willing to pay any price in privation and suffering for the boast 

that he remains free. 

 The working man aspires to the time when he may have his own little business and be 

free from the inspection and restraint of an employer, and looks forward to spending his old age 

in a home that he can really call his own, without giving account to anyone. 

 So in education the relaxing of the conventions and dogmatisms that retard originality 

and expansion, easily degenerates into the rash, the brazen, and the lawless, that throws to the 

winds all the ordinances of God and man. 

 But true freedom is quite different from these manifestations of independency, and the 

well-known illustrations may be recalled here to make the point plain. 

 A fish in water and a bird in air are free when they remain in their proper element.  That 

does not mean that it is absolved from its laws.  It simply means that within the laws of pressure 

and suspension and gravitation and temperature for which it was created, its life is normal and 

prosperous. 

 So the plant and the tree are not free when they are absolved from the bonds of the soil 

and lie loose upon the surface in the dust.  They are then exactly abnormal, away from their norm 

and they must die. 

 Lawlessness in the absolute sense is of course impossible, for everywhere and in all 

things the laws of God hold sway either for construction or destruction.  But lawlessness in the 

relative sense means inevitable death and misery.   

 No, but freedom means harmony with, adaption of God-ordained environment.  In that 

proper sphere every creature reveals the abundant goodness of God.  The flower of the field 

speaks eloquently in its own sphere and according to its measure.  The bird that sings its 

rollicking, care-free song is unconsciously telling all who can interpret that amid enemies, cold 

and heat and the forces of destruction, God has abundantly filled its life to over flowing. 



 And so even man in his earthly sphere, when his eyes stand out of fatness and he has 

more than heart could wish, and there are no bands in his death, manifests the abundant 

providence and goodness of God. 

 But of course therein man does not reveal his true capacity and enjoyment of freedom. 

 For, indeed, 

 

It is not growing like a tree 

In bulk, doth make a man better be, 

Nor standing like an oak three hundred year 

To fall at last a log, dry bald and sere. 

 

A lily of the day is fairer far in May. 

Although it fall and die that night 

It was a plant and flower of light. 

 

In small proportion we just beauties see;  

And in short measure life may perfect be. 

 

 For man in made in the image of God, and he does not realize his capacity for 

blessedness, he does not live to the full, he does not taste and experience the highest goodness of 

God unless he knows Him in personal fellowship of love.  To live into that world of divine 

fellowship of the covenant is his freedom.  But into that sphere of existence he enters not 

physically, but rationally-spiritually, with his mind and will and heart. 

 Now the means to contact and communion with that sphere is by knowing the truth. 

 The word truth can of course be applied to any fact or presentation of facts, and yet the 

Scripture applies this word with preference to the realm of spiritual realities.  For there is such a 

sphere of realities that is more real, more abiding, more unchangeable, than all other forms of 

being and all other truths, that only have temporal creaturely existence by issuing out of the 

Eternal Creator.   

 There is that world of unseen spiritual realities—God, His Kingdom, His virtues, His 

purposes, His glory.  And the revelation of this life and Being and virtues is only possible 

through a higher medium than created things. 

 It requires the personal Word, the Christ.  Therefore, He is the Truth.  He is that as 

essential Deity, eternally one with the Father, He is such as the person of the Son, the effulgence 

of the Divine glory.  He is such as the great prophet in our flesh, who explains the unseen God to 

us.  

 Into that realm and sphere of eternal blessed reality of life and love and fellowship, we 

must make our spiritual habitat, we must learn to know its conditions, its laws of life.  That for us 

is freedom, fullness of life, abundant joy. 

 But let us notice that the medium for the disclosure of that realm of life is nothing other 

than the word of Christ.  He has spoken to us out of the consciousness of the Divine Sonship, but 

through the lips of man. 

 For that reason we must abide in this word.  And, to be sure, almost everyone claims to 

want the truth.  Everyone carries that semblance of honesty and courage.  “Give us the truth—is 

the boast—no matter how it hurts.”  But this truth in the word of Christ if for the natural man 

unbearable.  It is revelation of sovereignty, of Holiness, of justice, of wrath and vengeance. 



 Therefore we must abide in the truth given in Christ’s word. 

 But let us not overlook the importance of this term.  For to abide, which is a favorite 

expression with the Apostle of love, means to live in, to dwell in, to fellowship in, so that the 

believer is exhorted to make his dwelling in the truth.  His thoughts must linger in that word of 

Christ, his heart must rest and repose there, his affections must be centered there and his 

planning must be informed by that Word of wisdom, somewhat as the Psalmist says: O, how love 

I thy law, it is my meditation all the day. 

 How different this is from possessing the word, or knowing the word.  We hold the truth 

by profession and we possess the truth in our books of worship, but how many generations have 

lived as dead men in sterile formalism with those books in their every pew. 

 We have this word in our own Protestant Reformed instruction, but how many are the 

moments, yea, the hours of the day when our thoughts and plans are far from abiding in that 

word. 

 But abiding in the word we will see the kingdom of God, we will understand the things of 

the Spirit and we will enter into the covenant life of the Father.  Knowing and living that truth 

shall make us free. 

 Oh, indeed, it may bring us suffering, chains, prison-bars, persecution a trammeling of all 

our earthly aspirations, but essentially these have nothing to do with freedom. 

 

Stone walls do not a prison make, 

Nor iron bars a cage. 

 

Freedom begins within.  It is the release of the servile will from the thralldom of Satan to 

God’s abundant and blessed service of love. 

 Let us abide in that word. 
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